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“Language exerts hidden power, like a moon on the tides.” 

R. M. Brown, Ph.D., Author and Professor of Writing 

 

Preface 

 

In the United States, the language arts curriculum has historically attempted to foster both 

personal and societal development (Erard & McCoy, 1992). The language arts - reading, writing, 

speaking, listening, and viewing - are integrated components of the communication process. 

“They are means through which one is able to receive information; think logically and creatively; 

express ideas; understand and participate meaningfully in spoken, written, and nonverbal 

communications; formulate and answer questions; and search for, organize, evaluate, and apply 

information” (New Jersey Department of Education, 2004, p. 1). The skills developed through 

the language arts enhance personal growth by developing thinking processes, improving 

communication abilities, and by functioning as essential tools to further learning in all content 

areas. 

 

Additionally, language skills advance cultural and societal development by enriching the 

human spirit, producing the critical and creative thinking required for collective progress, 

and preserving the common history of our nation (Cobb & Wolfel, 2004). This Guide is designed 

to provide K-8 scope and sequence of objectives. Through the implementation of this guide, it is  

expected that students will benefit from a thorough and cohesive program that reflects national 

trends in language arts content and instruction. The objectives listed are aligned with the New 

Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Language Arts Literacy and where applicable 

standards in Technology Literacy and Career Education. 

 

The guide encourages teachers to apply the current best practices for instruction in reading, 

writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. While the “reading wars” have not totally vanished 

from the literature, the authors of the guide used the latest research to create a “balanced 

approach” to reading instruction. The suggested strategies and sample lessons the authors 

included in the guide and the separate addendum, encourage word study, comprehension, 

fluency, integrated reading and writing, the development of higher order thinking, the use of 

rubrics and nonlinguistic representations, discussion, cooperative learning, and formative 

assessment. These approaches are among those considered to be most effective (Cobb & Wolfel, 

2004).  

 

Organization of the Guide 

 

In 2004, the Department of Education revised the standards in the language arts and published 

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Language Arts Literacy. This text includes 

the same five standards that appeared in earlier versions of the document: Reading, Writing, 

Speaking, Listening, and Viewing and Media Literacy and many of the same sub-divisions or 

strands. However, this updated edition includes cumulative progress indicators (cpi‟s) that must 

be accomplished for each grade, K – 8, rather than the grade level clusters that appeared 

previously (K-4; 5-8).    
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The codes following the student objectives in this document reflect the content area, standard, 

grade level, strand and indicator from the Department of Education standards. For example, 

3.1.2A.2 refers to: 

3 – Language Arts 

.1 - Reading 

.2 - Grade (by the 2nd grade) 

A - Strand (Concepts About Print/Text) 

.2 - Indicator (Recognize the purpose of a paragraph.) 

 

In some instances objectives go beyond what is required by the standards for the average student 

at a particular grade level. In those cases the objective would not be coded or would reflect a cpi 

from a higher grade level. Below is an overview of the New Jersey standards and strands: 

 

3.1 Reading 

A. Concepts About Print 

B. Phonological Awareness 

C. Decoding and Word Recognition 

D. Fluency 

E. Reading Strategies 

F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 

G. Comprehension Skills and Response to Text 

H. Inquiry and Research 

 

3.2 Writing 

A. Writing as a Process 

B. Writing as a Product 

C. Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting 

D. Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes 

 

3.3 Speaking 

A. Discussion 

B. Questioning and Contributing 

C. Word Choice 

D. Oral Presentation 

 

3.4 Listening 

A. Active Listening 

B. Listening Comprehension 

 

3.5 Viewing and Media Literacy 

A. Constructing Meaning 

B. Visual and Verbal Messages 

C. Living with Media 
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@ Symbol Supporting Statement 

 

The Library Media program supports the Language Arts Cumulative Progress Indicators in the 

areas of reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing and media literacy by providing either 

direct instruction or reinforcement of concepts and skills in collaboration with Language Arts 

teachers. The symbol “@” will be used throughout the curriculum guide to indicate the specific 

objectives supported by the Library Media Specialists on all grade levels. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS GUIDE OVERVIEW 

GRADES K – 8 

 

The instructional objectives that are listed for each grade level are based on the cumulative 

progress indicators found in the New Jersey Standards for Language Arts Literacy and our 

collective view of essential grade level concepts and skills. In some cases additional objectives 

were written or the cumulative progress indicators were enhanced when written as objectives to 

reflect what the committee considered appropriate or to provide clarification. Italicized items 

indicate resources or suggested strategies to support the teaching of the instructional objectives. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES 

 

KINDERGARTEN @ = Library Media Support 

 
3.1  READING 

 

By the end of Kindergarten, students will: 

A. Concepts About Print 

 

1. Realize that speech can be recorded in words (e.g., his/her own name; words and symbols in 

the environment). *Class generated thank you letter. 

2. Distinguish letters from words. 

3. Recognize that words are separated by spaces. 

4. @ Follow words left to right and from top to bottom. 

5. @ Recognize that print represents spoken language. 

6. @ Demonstrate understanding of the function of a book and its parts, including front and back 

and title page. 

7. @ Understand the role of author and illustrator. *Children work in pairs to make a scripted 

 illustration. 

 

B. Phonological Awareness (includes phonemic awareness) 

 

1. Demonstrate understanding that spoken words consist of sequences of phonemes. 

2. Demonstrate phonemic awareness by rhyming, clapping syllables, and substituting sounds. 

3. Understand that the sequence of letters in a written word represents the sequence of sounds 

(phonemes *See Glossary) in a spoken word (alphabetic principle). 

4. Learn many, though not all, one-to-one letter-sound correspondences. 

5. @ Given a spoken word, produce another word that rhymes with it. 

 

C. Decoding and Word Recognition 

 

1. Recognize some words by sight. *Dolch list. 

2. Recognize and name most uppercase and lowercase letters of the alphabet. 

3. Recognize and read one‟s name. 

 

D. Fluency 

 

1. @ Practice reading behaviors such as retelling *See Glossary, reenacting, or dramatizing 

stories. 

2. Recognize when a simple text fails to make sense when listening to a story read aloud. 

3. Attempt to follow along in book while listening to a story read aloud. *See list of suggested 

authors for read alouds. 

4. @ Listen and respond attentively to literary texts (e.g., nursery rhymes) and functional texts 

(e.g., sciencebooks). 

5. @ Begin to practice independent reading. 

 

E. Reading Strategies (before, during, and after reading) 

 

1. Begin to track or follow print when listening to a familiar text being read. 

2. @ Think ahead and make simple predictions about text. 

3. @ Use picture clues to aid understanding of story content. 
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4. @ Relate personal experiences to story characters. experiences, language, customs, and 

cultures with assistance from teacher. 

5. "Read" familiar texts from memory, not necessarily verbatim from the print alone. 

 

F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 

 

1. @ Continue to develop a vocabulary through meaningful, concrete experiences. *Develop 

word wall. See Glossary 

2. Identify and sort words in basic categories. 

3. Explain meanings of common signs and symbols. 

4. Use new vocabulary and grammatical construction in own speech. 

5. Introduce the concepts of antonyms as opposites and synonyms as words with similar 

meanings. 

 

G. Comprehension Skills and Response to Text 

 

1. @ Respond to a variety of poems and stories through movement, art, music, and drama. 

2. @ Verbally identify the main character, setting, and important events in a story read aloud. 

3. @ Identify favorite books and stories. 

4. @ Retell a story read aloud using main characters and events. 

5. @ Participate in shared reading experiences. 

6. @ Make predictions based on illustrations or portions of stories. 

 

H. Inquiry and Research 

 

1. @ Locate and know the purposes for various literacy areas of the classroom and the library 

media center. 

2. @ Choose books related to topics of interest in the classroom and library media center. 

3. @ Be exposed to a variety of fiction and non-fiction. 

 

3.2  WRITING 

 

By the end of Kindergarten, students will: 

 

A. Writing as a Process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, postwriting) 

 

1. Recognize that thoughts and talk can be written down in words. 

2. Observe the teacher modeling writing. 

3. Generate and share ideas and experiences for a story. 

4. Attempt to put ideas into writing using pictures, developmental spelling, or conventional text. 

5. Write (print) own first and last name. 

6. Participate in group writing activities such as experience stories, interactive writing, and shared 

writing. 

7. Begin to sequence story events for writing using pictures, developmental spelling, or 

conventional text. 

 

B. Writing as a Product (resulting in work samples) 

 

1. Show and talk about work samples containing pictures, developmental spelling, or 

conventional text. 

2. Begin to collect favorite work samples to place in personal writing folder. 

3. Begin to recognize the computer as a tool of writing. 
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C. Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting 

 

1. Use letter/sound knowledge in attempting to write (print) some words. 

2. Spell own name with correct capitalization. 

3. Recognize and begin to use left-to-right and top-to-bottom directionality and spacing between 

words when writing. 

4. Gain increasing control of penmanship, including pencil grip, paper position, and beginning 

strokes. 

5. Write all uppercase and lowercase letters of the alphabet from teacher copy. 

 

D. Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes (exploring a variety of writing) 

 

1. @ Communicate personal response to literature through drawing, telling, or writing. 

2. Show and talk about favorite work samples (drawing or writing) with teacher and family. 

 

3.3  SPEAKING 

 

By the end of Kindergarten, students will: 

 

A. Discussion 

 

1. @ Share experiences and express ideas. 

2. @ Participate in conversations with peers and adults. 

3. @ React to stories, poems, and songs. 

4. @ Begin to stay focused on a topic of discussion. 

5. @ Wait for a turn to speak. *3.3 Grade 2 A4. 

 

B. Questioning (Inquiry) and Contributing 

 

1. @ Share in conversations with others. 

2. @ Use oral language to extend learning. 

 

C. Word Choice 

 

1. @ Use language to describe feelings, people, objects, and events. 

2. @ Suggest rhyming words during word play, songs, or read-aloud. 

 

D. Oral Presentation 

 

1. @ Sing familiar songs and rhymes to promote oral language. 

2. @ Begin to use social conventions of language (i.e., please, thank you, may I?). 

3. @ Talk in front of a small group. *(i.e., sharing). 

4. @ Begin to understand the importance of looking at a speaker. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4  LISTENING 

 

By the end of Kindergarten, students will: 
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A. Active Listening 

 

1. @ Listen fully to understand instructions or hear daily messages. 

2. @ Listen to identify main characters and events in stories. 

3. @ Listen to rhymes and songs to begin developing an understanding of letter/sound 

relationships. 

4. Listen to a familiar text being read to begin tracking print. *3.4 grade 1 A.3 

5. @ Listen and contribute to class discussions. *3.4, grade 2 A.3 

 

B. Listening Comprehension 

 

1. @ Listen attentively to books teacher reads to class. 

2. @ Answer questions correctly about books read aloud. 

 

3.5  VIEWING AND MEDIA LITERACY 

 

By the end of Kindergarten, students will: 

 

A. Constructing Meaning 

 

1. @ Make predictions about visual information (e.g., pictures in books). 

2. @ Discuss favorite characters from books, film, and television. 

3. @ Begin to retell the story from a favorite media program (e.g., television, movie). 

 

B. Visual and Verbal Messages 

 

1. @ Begin to sequence a series of pictures or images to tell a story. 

2. @ Show understanding of purpose for pictures in books. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES 

GRADE ONE @ = Library Media Support 

 

3.1  READING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in the preceding grade, by the end of Grade 1, 

students will: 

 

A. Concepts About Print 

 

1. @ Match oral words to printed words (e.g., pointing to print as one reads). 

2. @ Practice reading print in the environment at school and at home with assistance. 

3. @ Locate and identify the title, author, and illustrator of a book or reading selection. 

4. @ Interpret simple graphs, charts, and diagrams. 

 

B. Phonological Awareness (includes phonemic awareness) *Word Work. See Components of 

Balanced Literacy 

 

1. Demonstrate understanding of all sound- symbol relationships. 

2. Blend or segment the phonemes *See Glossary of most one-syllable words. 

3. Listen and identify the number of syllables in a word. 

4. Merge spoken segments into a word. 

5. Add, delete, or change sounds to change words (e.g., cow to how, cat to can). *See appendix – 

phonogram list. 

 

C. Decoding and Word Recognition 

 

1. Identify all consonant sounds in spoken words (including blends such as bl, br; and digraphs 

such as th, wh 

*See Glossary). 

2. Recognize and use rhyming words to reinforce decoding skills. 

3. Decode regular one-syllable words and nonsense words (e.g., sit, zot). 

4. Use sound-letter correspondence knowledge to sound out unknown words when reading text. 

5. Recognize high frequency words in and out of context. 

6. Decode unknown words using basic phonetic analysis. 

7. Decode unknown words using context clues. *See 3 question – Cueing System. 

 

D. Fluency 

 

1. @ Answer questions correctly that are posed about stories read. 

2. @ Begin to read simple text with fluency. 

3. @ Read with fluency both fiction and nonfiction that is grade-level appropriate.  

4. @ Read independently for twenty minutes. 

 

E. Reading Strategies (before, during, and after reading) 

 

1. Use prior knowledge to make sense of text. 

2. Establish a purpose for reading and adjust reading rate. 

3. @ Use pictures as cues to check for meaning. 

4. Check to see if what is being read makes sense. 

5. Monitor their reading by using fix-up strategies (e.g., searching for clues). 

6. @ Use graphic organizers *See Glossary to build on experiences and extend learning. 
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7. @ Begin to apply study skills strategies (e.g., survey, question, read, recite, and review. SQ3R) 

to assist 

with retention and new learning. *In nonfiction texts – see glossary – SQ3R. 

8. @ Begin to develop personal preferences. 

9. @ Begin to select books at an appropriate reading level. 

 

F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 

 

1. Develop a vocabulary of 300-500 high-frequency sight words and phonetically regular words. 

*Dolch List. 

2. Use and explain common antonyms and synonyms. 

3. Comprehend common and/or specific vocabulary in informational texts and literature. 

4. Begin to understand compound words. 

 

G. Comprehension Skills and Response to Text 

 

1. @ Draw simple conclusions from information gathered from pictures, print, and people. 

2. @ Demonstrate familiarity with genres of text, including storybooks, expository texts, poetry, 

and newspapers. 

3. Sequence information learned from text into a logical order to retell facts. 

*See Resource Binder – I Can Retell a Story Rubric. 

4. @ Identify, describe, compare, and contrast the elements of plot, setting, and characters. 

*See Resource Binder – My Story Map Rubric. 

5. @ Make simple inferences. *See Resource Binder – My Story Prediction Rubric 

6. @ Read regularly in independent-level materials. *Maintain a leveled library, as per balanced 

literacy techniques. See Basic Structures of the Reading Workshop – Leveled Texts. 

7. @ Engage in silent independent reading for specific purposes. 

 

H. Inquiry and Research 

 

1. Ask and explore questions related to a topic of interest. 

2. Draw conclusions from information and data gathered. 

3. Be exposed to and read a variety of fiction and nonfiction, and produce evidence of reading. 

*Illustrate a picture label. Label according to ability. 

 

3.2  WRITING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in the preceding grade, by the end of Grade 1, students will: 

 

A. Writing as a Process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, postwriting) 

 

1. Begin to generate ideas for writing through talking, sharing, and drawing. 

2. Observe the modeling of writing. *Morning letter/news. 

3. Begin to use a basic writing process to develop writing. 

4. Use simple sentences to convey ideas. 

5. Increase fluency (ability to write ideas easily) to improve writing. 

6. Continue to use pictures, developmental spelling or conventional text to create writing drafts. 

7. Revisit pictures and writings to add detail. 

8. Begin to mimic an author‟s voice and patterns. 

9. Begin to use a simple checklist to improve writing with teacher support. 

10. Begin to use simple computer writing applications during some parts of the writing process. 

*Kidspiration – computer program 
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B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a product or publication) 

 

1. Produce finished writings to share with class and/or for publication. 

2. Produce stories from personal experiences. *Amelia’s Notebook by Marissa Moss. 

3. Show and talk about own writing for classroom audience. 

4. Collect favorite works to place in personal writing folder 

. 

C. Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting 

 

1. Write all upper and lowercase letters of the alphabet from memory. 

2. Begin to use basic punctuation and capitalization. 

3. Apply sound/symbol relationships to writing words. 

4. Use developmental spelling or phonics-based knowledge to spell independently, when 

necessary. 

5. Develop awareness of conventional spelling. 

6. Use left-to-right and top-to-bottom directionality and use appropriate spacing between words. 

NOTE: Teacher will expose the children to the following: 

Å Apostrophe in contractions and possessive nouns, 

Å Meaning of verbs 

Å Meaning of adjectives. 

 

D. Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes (exploring a variety of writing) 

 

1. Create written texts for others to read. 

2. Produce a variety of writings, including stories, descriptions, and journal entries, showing 

relationships 

between illustrations and printed text. 

 

3.3  SPEAKING 

 

Building upon the knowledge and skills gained in the preceding grade, by the end of Grade 1, 

students will: 

 

A. Discussion 

 

1. Speak in complete sentences. 

2. Offer personal opinions in discussion and retell personal experiences. 

3. @ Role-play situations and dramatize story events. 

4. @ Students will maintain focus on a topic of discussion. 

5. @ Students will wait their turn to speak. 

 

 

B. Questioning (Inquiry) and Contributing 

 

1. @ Respond to ideas and questions posed by others. *i.e. Sharing. 

2. @ Ask and answer various types of questions. 

 

 

 

C. Word Choice 
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1. @ Attempt to use new vocabulary learned from shared literature and classroom experiences. 

2. @ Use descriptive words to clarify and extend ideas. 

 

D. Oral Presentation 

 

1. @ Recite poems, stories, or rhymes orally (e.g., favorite nursery rhymes). 

2. @ Participate in choral reading to develop phonemic awareness, oral language, and fluency. 

3. @ Retell a story, including character, setting, plot, beginning, middle, and end to check for 

understanding. *Create a retelling flap book. 

4. @ Read aloud from developmentally appropriate texts with attention to expression. 

5. @ Continue to understand the importance of looking at a speaker. 

6. @ Continue to use social conventions of language. 

 

3.4  LISTENING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in the preceding grade, by the end of Grade 1, students will: 

 

A. Active Listening 

 

1. @ Listen and respond appropriately to directions. 

2. @ Listen to hear initial, final, and eventually middle sounds in words. 

3. @ Listen to a spoken word to produce another word that rhymes with it. 

 

B. Listening Comprehension 

 

1. @ Listen to make predictions about stories read aloud. 

2. @ Follow simple oral directions. 

3. @ Recall information from listening to stories, poems, television, and film. 

4. @ Retell, reenact, or dramatize stories or parts of stories heard. 

5. @ Respond appropriately to questions about stories read aloud. 

6. Begin to track print when listening to a familiar text being read or when rereading their own  

writing. 

7. @ Ask questions for clarification and explanation of stories and ideas heard. 

 

3.5  VIEWING AND MEDIA LITERACY 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in the preceding grade, by the end of Grade 1, students will: 

 

A. Constructing Meaning 

 

1. @ Retell the story from a favorite media program (e.g., television, movie). 

2. @ Distinguish between "pretend" and "real" in the media. 

3. @ Begin to recognize that media messages have different purposes. 

4. @ Speculate about visual representations (e.g., pictures, artwork). 

5. @ Use simple graphs and charts to report data. 

6. Begin to recognize the work of a favorite illustrator. 

7. @ Begin to compare and contrast media characters. 

 

 

 

B. Visual and Verbal Messages 
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1. @ Begin to interpret messages in simple advertisements. (9.2.A Critical Thinking) 

2. @ Sequence a series of pictures or images to tell a story. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES 

GRADE TWO 
@ = Library Media Support 

 

3.1  READING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 2, students will: 

 

A. Concepts About Print/Text 

 

1. @ Use titles, tables of contents, and chapter headings to locate information. 

2. Recognize the purpose of a paragraph. 

 

B. Phonological Awareness (includes phonemic awareness) 

*Word Work. See Components of Balanced Literacy 

 

1. Add, delete, or change middle sounds to change words (e.g., pat to put). 

2. Use knowledge of letter-sound correspondences to sound out unknown words. *See Appendix – 

phonogram list. 

 

C. Decoding and Word Recognition 

 

1. Look for known chunks or small words to attempt to decode an unknown word. 

2. Reread inserting the beginning sound of the unknown word. 

3. Decode regular multisyllable words and parts of words (e.g., capital, Kalamazoo). 

4. Read many irregularly spelled words and such spelling patterns as diphthongs, special vowel 

spellings, and common endings. *All Sorts of Sorts by Sheron Brown. 

 

D. Fluency 

 

1. Pause at appropriate end points (e.g., comma, period). 

2. Use appropriate pace; "not choppy" or word-by-word. 

3. Use appropriate inflection (e.g., dialogue, exclamations, questions). 

4. Read silently without finger or lip movement. 

5. Self-monitor when text does not make sense. 

6. Employ learned strategies to determine if text makes sense without being prompted. 

*See Resource Binder – When I Read Aloud…Rubric. 

7. Read independently for twenty-five minutes. 

 

E. Reading Strategies (before, during, and after reading) 

 

1. Skip over difficult words in an effort to read on and determine meaning. 

2. Return to the beginning of a sentence and try again. 

3. @ Continue to develop personal reading preferences. 

4. @ Continue to select books at an appropriate reading level. 

 

F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 

 

1. Develop a vocabulary of 500-800 regular and irregular sight words. *Dolch word list. 

2. Know and relate meanings of simple prefixes and suffixes. 

3. Demonstrate evidence of expanding language repertory. 

4. Begin to use a grade-appropriate dictionary with assistance from teacher. 
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5. @ Begin to identify, understand, and use the following: a. synonym b. antonym c. homophone 

    d. compound words 

6. Create a book of opposites. 

 
G. Comprehension Skills and Response to Text 

 

1. @ Demonstrate ability to recall facts and details of text. *See Resource Binder – I Can Retell a 

Story Rubric. 

2. Recognize cause and effect in text. 

3. Begin to make inferences and support them with textual information. 

*See Resource Binder – My Story Prediction Rubric. 

4. @ Continue to identify story elements in text. *Book Talks. *See Resource Binder – My Story Map 

Rubric. 

5. Respond to text by using how, why, and what-if questions. 

 

H. Inquiry and Research 

 

1. @ Locate information using alphabetical order. 

2. @ Read a variety of nonfiction and fiction books and produce evidence of reading. *Integrate 

with Science and Social Studies units. 

 

3.2  WRITING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 2, students will: 

 

A. Writing as a Process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, postwriting) 

 

1. Generate ideas for writing: hearing stories, recalling experiences, brainstorming, and drawing. 

2. Observe the modeling of writing. 

3. Begin to develop an awareness of simple story structures and author‟s voice. 

4. Use sentences to convey ideas in writing. 

5. Maintain the use of a basic writing process to develop writing. 

6. Use graphic organizers to assist with planning writing. 

7. Compose readable first drafts. 

8. Use everyday words in appropriate written context. 

9. Reread drafts for meaning, to add details, and to improve correctness. 

10. Focus on elaboration as a strategy for improving writing. 

11. Participate with peers to comment on and react to each other‟s writing. 

12. Use a simple checklist to improve elements of own writing. 

*See Resource Binder – How Well Do I Write? Rubric. 

13. Use computer writing applications during some parts of the writing process. 

*Kidspiration – computer program 

 

B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or publication) 

 

1. Produce finished writings to share with classmates and/or for publication. 

2. Produce stories from personal experiences. *Students bring in personal artifacts from which to 

write. 

3. Produce a narrative with a beginning, middle, and end. 

4. Write nonfiction pieces, such as letters, procedures, biographies, or simple reports. 

5. Organize favorite work samples in a writing folder or portfolio. 
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C. Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting 

 

1. Use correct end point punctuation. *Develop monthly writing goals as a class. 

2. Apply basic rules of capitalization. 

3. Use correct spelling of some high frequency words. 

4. Apply sound/symbol relationships to writing words. 

5. Recognize and apply basic spelling patterns. 

6. Write legibly to meet district standards. 

7. Use left-to-right and top-to-bottom directionality and use appropriate spacing between words. 

NOTE: Teacher will continue to expose the children to the following: 

Å Comma in a series 

Å Apostrophe in contractions and possessive nouns, 

Å Meaning of verbs 

Å Meaning of adjective 

Å Meaning of nouns. 

 

D. Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes (exploring a variety of forms) 

 

1. Create written texts for others to read. 

2. Generate ideas and write on topics in forms appropriate to science, social studies, or other 

subject areas. 

3. Use writing as a tool for learning self-discovery and reflection. 

4. Use reading and technology to support writing. 

5. Write in a variety of simple genres to satisfy personal, academic, and social needs, such as 

letters, plays, procedures, biographies, or simple reports. 

 

3.3  SPEAKING 

 

Building upon the knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 2, students will: 

 

A. Discussion (small group and whole class) 

 

1. Elaborate on experiences and ideas. 

2. @ Begin to stay focused on a topic of discussion. *Class meetings, conversations about books. 

3. Offer personal opinions related to topics of discussion. * Class meetings, conversations about 

books. 

 

B. Questioning (Inquiry) and Contributing 

 

1. Ask for explanation to clarify meaning. 

2. Respond to ideas posed by others. 

3. Restate to demonstrate understanding. 

4. Identify a problem and simple steps for solving the problem. *Link to Mathematics 

Curriculum. 

 

C. Word Choice 

 

1. @ Use new vocabulary learned from literature and classroom experiences. 

2. @ Recognize and discuss how authors use words to create vivid images. 

 

D. Oral Presentation 
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1. @ Participate in a dramatization or role play. 

2. @ Begin to understand the importance of looking at a speaker. 

3. @ Talk about an experience or work sample in front of a small group. 

 

3.4  LISTENING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 2, students will: 

 

A. Active Listening 

 

1. @ Listen critically to identify main ideas and supporting details. 

2. @ Begin to distinguish between types of speech (e.g., a joke, a chat, a warning). 

      B. Listening Comprehension 

 

1. @ Follow one- and two- step oral directions. 

2. @ Develop a strong listening vocabulary to aid comprehension and oral and written language 

growth. 

 

3.5  VIEWING AND MEDIA LITERACY 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 2, students will: 

 

A. Constructing Meaning 

 

1. @ Speculate about characters, events, and settings in books, film, and television. 

2. @ Recognize that media messages are created for a specific purpose (e.g., to inform, entertain, 

persuade). 

3. Use graphs and charts to report data. *integrate with math, science 

4. @ Recognize the work of a favorite illustrator. 

5. @ Compare and contrast media characters. 

 

B. Visual and Verbal Messages 

 

1. @ Interpret messages in simple advertisements. (9.2.A Critical Thinking) 

2. @ Use a simple rating scale to judge media products. (9.2.A Critical Thinking) 

3. @ Begin to look at the effects of visual arts on one‟s mood and emotions.*integrate with art  

     Teacher 
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GRADE THREE 
@ = Library Media Support 

 

3.1 READING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 3, 

students will: Use listening, speaking, writing, and viewing to assist with reading. 

 

A. Concepts About Print/Text 

 

 1. @ Recognize that printed materials provide specific information. 

 2. @ Recognize purposes for print conventions such as end-sentence punctuation, paragraphing, 

 quotation marks, italics, and bold print. 

 3. @ Use a glossary, table of contents, and index to locate information in a text. 

 

B. Phonological Awareness (includes phonemic awareness) 

 

 1. Demonstrate a sophisticated sense of sound-symbol relationships, including all phonemes (e.g., 

 blends, digraphs, diphthongs). *See Glossary, Appendix C. *See Making Big Words, and Making 

 Bigger Words in Professional Resources 

 

C. Decoding and Word Recognition 

 

 1. Know sounds for a range of prefixes and suffixes. 

 2. Use letter-sound knowledge and structural analysis to decode words. 

 3. Use context to accurately read words with more than one pronunciation. 

  A. Word Analysis: 

  1. identify the two words from which the compound word was formed. 

  2. identify the two words from which each contraction was formed 

  3. syllabication: 

   - identify the number of syllables auditorily 

   - recognize that there are as many syllables in a word as there are vowel sounds. 

   - identify the number of syllables by applying the basic rules of syllabication 

  4. endings: 

   - recognize the meaning of word endings: 

    a) s 

    b) n, en, er, est 

    c) „s, s‟ 

    d) es, ing, ed 

D. Fluency 

 

 1. Recognize grade-level words accurately and with ease so that a text sounds like spoken 

 language when read aloud. *See Dolch List of Sight Words in Appendix B. 

 2. @ Read longer text and chapter books independently and silently for 30 minutes.  

 3. @ Read aloud with proper phrasing, inflection, and intonation.  

 

E. Reading Strategies (before, during, after reading) 

 

 1. @ Set purpose for reading and check to verify or change predictions during/after reading. 

  A. Predict by using knowledge of genre, author, subject, picture clues, and the student‟s 

  own experience with text. Check to verify or change predictions during/after reading. 

  B. Use prior knowledge to enhance reading ability and comprehension and to link aspects 
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  of text with experiences and people in the student‟s life.  

 2. @ Use pictures and context clues to assist with decoding of new words. 

 3. Develop and use graphic organizers to build on experiences and extend learning. 

 4. Self-monitoring of comprehension and accuracy when text does not make sense, without being 

 prompted. 

 5. Identify passages in the text that support one‟s point of view. 

 6. Distinguish personal opinions and points of view from those of the author, and distinguish fact 

 from opinion. 

 7. Use reading for different purposes, such as enjoyment, learning, and problem solving. 

 8. Skim for a main idea or a general impression of the content. 

 9. @ Reading behaviors: 

  1. Read independently for a sustained period of time (30 minutes). 

  2. Read independently a variety of fiction and non-fiction written by authors of 

  different cultures, ethnicities, genders, and ages. 

  3. Participate actively in book discussions. 

  4. Make wise and appropriate book choices. 

  5. Describe personal reading preferences. 

 

F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 

 

Demonstrate vocabulary growth and concept development in all genres. 

 

 1. Spell previously studied words and spelling patterns accurately. 

  1.A Identify appropriate grade level sight word vocabulary. 

  2. Point to or clearly identify specific words or wording that cause comprehension  

  difficulties. 

  3. Infer word meanings from taught roots, prefixes, and suffixes. 

  4. @ Use a grade-appropriate dictionary. 

  5. Use pictures and context clues to assist with meaning of new words. 

  6. Identify, understand, and use the following: 

   a. synonym   e. compound words 

   b. antonym   f. root words 

   c. homophone   g. affixes (prefixes, suffixes) 

   d. multiple meanings  h. homographs 

 

G. Comprehension Skills and Response to Text 

 

 1. @ Recognize purpose of the text (for example, persuasion, information, entertainment, and 

 instruction). 

  A. Demonstrate comprehension through retelling, summarizing ideas and following 

  written directions. 

 2. Distinguish cause/effect, fact/opinion, and main idea/supporting details in interpreting text.  

  Use Graphic Organizers 

 3. @ Interpret information in graphs, maps, charts, diagrams, and pictures. 

 4. Ask how, why, and what-if questions in interpreting nonfiction texts. 

 5. @ Recognize how authors use humor, sarcasm, and imagery to extend meaning. 

 6. Summarize major points from fiction and non-fiction text. 

  A. Identify, recall and summarize major points and details from fiction and non-fiction 

  texts. 

  B. Identify, compare and contrast story elements (characters, settings, problem, solution) 
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  and themes. 

 7. Draw conclusions and inferences from text. 

 8. Discuss underlying theme or message in interpreting fiction. 

 9. @ Recognize first-person "I" point of view. 

 10. @ Participate in creative responses to texts (for example, dramatizations and oral 

 presentations). 

 11. @ Regularly read materials appropriate for their independent reading level. 

 12. @ Read and comprehend both fiction and non-fiction that is appropriately designed for grade 

 level. 

 13. Use information and reasoning to examine bases of hypotheses and opinions. 

  A. Infer unstated details by using pictures as well as written and oral clues. 

  B. Make judgments about events and characters in reading selections. 

 

H. Inquiry and Research 

 

 1. @ Use library classification systems and databases, print or electronic, to locate information. 

 2. @ Draw conclusions from information and data gathered. 

 3. @ Read a variety of nonfiction and fiction books and produce evidence of understanding. 

 

 

3.2 WRITING 

 

 

Writing is a complex process that involves thinking, expressing ideas on paper, organizing and 

developing these ideas in a logical order, composing, revising, proofreading, editing, and rewriting. The 

writing process is recursive rather that linear. The process of writing is equally as important as the 

product. Students learn to write by writing. The skills are developed and refined through frequent 

practice, constructive feedback (e.g., from teachers, peers, parents, others) and revision. Students learn the 

skills of writing best when guided by teachers who also write. The language arts teacher's role in the 

writing process is that of a guide or coach. Teachers in other disciplines who assign writing should also 

see themselves as writing teachers. Writing is directly related to thinking, and good thinking helps 

develop good writing. Students write best when they write about something they know. Grammar, 

vocabulary, reading, and exposure to good writing should support any writing program.  

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 3 students will: 

 

A. Writing as a Process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, postwriting) 

 

Teachers should model all stages of the writing process across the curriculum. 

 1. Prewriting: 

  a. Generate possible ideas for writing through recalling experiences, listening to stories, 

  reading, brainstorming, and discussion. 

  b. Examine real-world examples of writing in various genres to gain understanding of 

  how authors communicate ideas through form, structure, and author's voice. 

  c. Use graphic organizers such as listing, webs, discussion, drawing, role playing, note 

  taking and journal writing to assist with planning writing. 

  d. Make wise topic choices. 

 2. Drafting: 

  a. Write from experiences, thoughts and feelings. 

  b. Write a variety of pieces such as a: 

   - descriptive piece, such as a description of a person, place or object, 

   - narrative piece based on personal experience, and 
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   - non-fiction piece and/or simple informational report across the curriculum. 

  c. Use speaking, listening, reading and viewing to assist with writing. 

  d. Write to synthesize information from multiple sources. 

  e. Write on self-selected topics in a variety of literary forms. 

  f.  Write for an extended period of time (20 minutes). 

  g. Develop fluency by writing daily. 

  h. Begin to develop the author's voice in own writing. 

  i. Use computer word-processing during parts of the writing. 

  j. Compose first drafts from prewriting work. 

  k. Write both collaboratively and independently. 

  l. Build awareness of ways authors use paragraphs to support meaning. 

  m. Use figurative language, such as simile, metaphor, alliteration, onomatopoeia, 

  exaggeration ,idioms, personification and repetition to extend meaning and interest. 

 

 3. Revising: 

  a. Revise a draft by rereading for meaning, narrowing the focus, sequencing, elaborating 

  with detail, improving openings, closings and word choice to show voice. 

  b. Participate actively in conferences with peers and teachers to comment and react to 

  writing. 

  c. @ Use reference materials to revise work, such as a dictionary or Internet/software 

  resource. 

  d. Use computer word-processing during parts of the writing. 

 4. Editing: 

  a. Edit writing for developmentally appropriate syntax, spelling, grammar, usage and 

  punctuation. 

  b. Reflect on own writing, noting strengths and areas needing improvement. 

  c. Understand and use a grade-appropriate checklist and/or rubric to improve writing. 

  d. Use computer word-processing during parts of the writing. 

 

B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or publication) 

 

 1. Publish in a variety of formats. 

  a. Present and discuss writing with other students. 

  b. Develop a collection of writings (e.g., a literacy folder or portfolio). 

 

C. Mechanics, Spelling, Handwriting 

 

 1. Use Standard English conventions that are developmentally appropriate to the grade level: 

 sentences, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 

  A. Capitalize the following properly: 

   1. beginning of a sentence 

   2. proper nouns 

   3. titles 

   4. proper adjectives 

   5. first word in a direct quotation 

   6. words in a title of a written work 

  B. Punctuate the following properly: 

   1. use end punctuation mark 

   2. use periods after abbreviations 

   3. use the comma: 

    a. after a greeting and closing of a letter 

    b. between the day and year of date 
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    c. between city and state 

    d. after an introductory word or group of words 

    e. to set off a name in a direct address 

    f. before a direct quotation. 

   4. use the apostrophe in contractions and possessive nouns 

   5. use the hyphen correctly in a broken word between syllables at the end of a  

   line 

   6. underline titles of books, magazines, newspapers, videos, works of art, and  

   plays. 

 

 2. Use grade-appropriate knowledge of English grammar and usage to craft writing, such as 

 singular and plural nouns, subject/verb agreement, and appropriate parts of speech. 

  a. Name and recognize the parts of speech. 

  b. Identify nouns used as subjects. 

  c. Modify nouns according to singular/plural and possessives. 

  d. Identify subject and predicate. 

  e. Identify pronouns and verbs. 

  f. Change form of verbs according to subject/verb agreement and tense. 

  g. Identify adjectives as modifiers of nouns. 

  h. Change form of adjectives to comparative and superlative. 

  i. Identify adverbs. 

 

 3. Study examples of narrative and expository writing to develop understanding of paragraphs 

 and indentation. 

 

 4. Develop knowledge of English spelling through the use of patterns, structural analysis, and 

 high frequency words.  

 5. @ Write legibly in manuscript and cursive to meet district standards of recognizing and using 

 left to right, top to bottom, directionality and spacing between words by the end of third grade. 

 

D. Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes (exploring a variety of forms) 

 

 1. Write for a variety of purposes (e.g., to inform, entertain, persuade) and audiences (e.g., self, 

 peers, community). 

 2. Develop fluency by writing daily and for sustained amounts of time (20 minutes). 

 3. Generate ideas for writing in a variety of situations and across the curriculum. 

 4. Write to express thoughts and ideas, to share experiences, and to communicate socially. 

 5. Write the events of a story sequentially. 

 6. Produce writing that demonstrates the use of a variety of sentence types, such as declarative, 

 interrogative, exclamatory, and imperative. 

 7. Respond to literature through writing to demonstrate an understanding of a text. 

 8. Write narrative text (e.g., realistic or humorous story). 

 9. Write non-fiction text (e.g., reports, procedures, letters). 

 10. Writing paragraphs (narrative, descriptive, expository and summary). 

  a. Develop a topic sentence. 

  b. Develop topic-related, sequential, detailed sentences. 

  c. Develop a closing sentence. 

 11. Know and write in various literary forms, (e.g., letters, journals, reports, essays, short 

 stories, editorials, poems, reviews, dialogues, articles, speeches, descriptive, non-fiction and 

 narrative). 

 12. Use authors as mentors and literature as models to develop an understanding of: 

 a. form, b. style, c. voice, d. tone, e. organization, f. sequence, g. unity, h. coherence. 
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3.3 SPEAKING 

 

Use reading, writing, listening and viewing to assist with speaking. 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in previous years, by the end of Grade 3, students will: 

 

A. Speaking Behaviors 

 

 1. Keep to the topic and take turns. 

  A. Speak effectively and with confidence by: 

   1. enunciating clearly, 

   2. maintaining eye contact with listeners, 

   3. adjusting volume to conditions, 

   4. phrasing and pausing appropriately, and 

   5. controlling pitch and rate for emphasis. 

 2. @ Express ideas clearly and succinctly. 

 3. @ Use listening, writing, reading, and viewing to assist with speaking. 

 4. @ Read aloud with meaning. 

 

B. Discussion (small group and whole class) 

 

 1. @ Listen and follow a discussion in order to contribute appropriately. 

  A. Tell or retell a story, relate an experience in logical order, or summarize and 

  paraphrase ideas. 

  B. Talk with others to identify, explore, and solve problems. 

 2. Support an opinion with details.  

 

C. Questioning and Contributing 

 

 1. Develop appropriate questions to explore a topic. 

 2. Contribute information, ideas, and experiences to classroom inquiry. 

 3. @ Share original writings with others. 

 

D. Word Choice 

 

 1. Use appropriate vocabulary. 

  A. Use conventions of spoken English: 

   1. appropriate grammar and usage 

   2. appropriate forms of address 

   3. formal and informal speech 

 2. @ Use new vocabulary and figurative language learned from literature and classroom 

 experience such as simile, metaphor, alliteration, onomatopoeia, exaggeration, idioms, 

 personification, and repetition to extend meaning and interest. 

 3. Adapt language to persuade, explain or seek information. 

 

E. Oral Presentation 

 

 1. Use visual aids and non-verbal behaviors to support spoken messages. 

 2. Attempt to revise future presentations based on feedback from peers and teachers. 

 3. Use appropriate strategies to prepare, rehearse and deliver an oral presentation, such as word 

 choice, expression, eye contact and volume. 

 *See www.rubistar.com for suggested rubrics for oral presentations 
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 4. @ Participate in improvisational activities. (For example: role playing, charade and 

 pantomime.) 

 5. @ Participate in collaborative speaking activities, for example, choral reading, plays and 

 reciting of poems. 

 6. Adjust oral communications for different purposes and audiences. 

 7. Use oral communication to influence the behavior and thinking of others. 

 8. Modify oral communication in response to the reactions of others. 

 9. @ Speak before a group to express thoughts and ideas, convey an opinion, present information, 

 and tell a story. 

 

3.4 LISTENING 

 

Use speaking, writing, reading and viewing to assist with listening. Listen for a variety of purposes 

(persuade, entertain, inform). Listen attentively and critically to a variety of speakers. 

 

Building upon the knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 3 students will: 

 

A. Active Listening 

 1. Know strategies for active listening: 

  1. lean forward toward speaker 

  2. nod head 

  3. ask relevant questions 

  4. reflect feelings 

  5. maintain eye contact. 

 2. Connect messages heard to prior knowledge and experiences. 

 3. Exchange information through verbal and non-verbal messages. 

 

B. Listening for Comprehension 

 1. Follow 2 and 3 step directions. 

 2. @ Listen to a story read aloud and/or information from television or film, and summarize main 

 ideas. 

  a. Listen to, answer, and formulate simple questions. 

  b. Compare and contrast one‟s own ideas and experiences to those related by others. 

 3. Paraphrase information shared by others. 

  A. Draw valid conclusions: 

   1. recognize a conclusion 

   2. make a concluding statement orally 

   3. summarize a passage 

 4. Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information 

 5. @ Recognize humor in a given situation. 

 6. Identify what is heard when it is not presented explicitly. 

 7. Differentiate between: 

   a. logical and illogical statements or arguments 

   b. fact and fantasy 

   c. fact and opinion 

   d. differentiate between cause and effect 

 8. Identify the purpose of a formal speech and the speaker‟s point of view 

 9. @ Distinguish among various sounds of the language: 

  a. Identify rhyme 

  b. recognize rhythm in poetry 

  c. recognize existence of dialects 
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3.5 Viewing and Media Literacy 

 

Use speaking, listening, writing, and reading to assist with viewing. 

 

A. Constructing Meaning 

 

 1. @ Demonstrate the ability to gain information from a variety of media and how they contribute 

 to communication. 

 2. @ Identify the central theme and main ideas in different media. 

  A. Distinguish between factual and fictional visual representations. 

 

B. Visual and Verbal Messages 

 1. @ Articulate awareness of different media forms and recognize the effects of visual arts on 

 one‟s mood and emotions. 

 2. @ Begin to explore and interpret messages found in advertisements and other texts. 

 3. @ Use simple charts, graphs and diagrams to report data. 
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GRADE FOUR 
@ = Library Media Support 

 

3.1 READING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 4, students will: 

 

A. Concepts About Print/Text 

 1. @ Identify differences of various print formats, including newspapers, magazines, books, and 

 reference resources.  

 2. @ Recognize purposes and uses for print conventions such as paragraphs, end-sentence 

 punctuation, and bold print. 

 3. @ Identify and locate features that support text meaning (e.g., maps, charts, illustrations). 

 4. @ Identify and read a variety of materials and genres. *See Non-fiction unit in Appendix B 

 

B. Phonological Awareness 

 1. Demonstrates a sophisticated sense of sound-symbol relationships, including all phonemes 

 (e.g., blends, diagraphs, diphthongs). 

 2. Recognizes and self-corrects phonetical miscues that impact comprehension. Making More Big 

 Words, Cunningham 

 

C. Decoding and Word Recognition 

 1. Use letter-sound correspondence and structural analysis (e.g., roots, affixes) to decode words. 

 2. Know and use common word families to decode unfamiliar words. 

 3. Recognize compound words, contractions, and common abbreviations. Making More Big 

 Words, Cunningham 

 

D. Fluency 

 1. Use appropriate rhythm, flow, meter, and pronunciation in demonstrating understanding of 

 punctuation marks. 

 2. Read at different speeds using scanning, skimming, or careful reading as appropriate. 

 

E. Reading Strategies (before, during, and after reading) 

 1. Use knowledge of word meaning, language structure, and sound-symbol relationships to check 

 understanding when reading. 

 2. Identify specific words or passages causing comprehension difficulties and seek clarification. 

 3. Select useful visual organizers before, during, and after reading to organize information (e.g., 

 Venn diagrams). *Kidspiration (computer program) 

 

F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 

 1. Infer word meanings from learned roots, prefixes, and suffixes. 

 2. Infer specific word meanings in the context of reading passages. 

 3. Identify and correctly use antonyms, synonyms, homophones, and homographs and 

 contractions. 

 4. @ Use a grade-appropriate dictionary (independently) to define unknown words. 

 

G. Comprehension Skills and Response to Text 

 1. Discuss underlying themes across cultures in various texts. 

 2. Distinguish cause and effect, fact and opinion, main idea, and supporting details in fiction and 

 nonfiction texts (e.g., science, social studies). *See Non-fiction unit in Appendix B 

 3. Cite evidence from text to support conclusions. 

  a. Identify and recall factual details in pictures and text. 
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  b. Recall factual details in pictures and text. 

 4. Understand author‟s opinions and how they address culture, ethnicity, gender, and historical 

 periods. 

 5. Follow simple multiple-steps in written instructions. 

 6. Recognize an author‟s point of view. 

 7. Identify and summarize central ideas in informational texts. 

  a. Central Ideas (author’s purpose, main idea, paraphrase ideas) 

  b. Conventions (captions, diagrams, bold face print, headings, subheadings, illustrations 

  glossary, index, table of contents, etc.) 

 8. Recognize differences among forms of literature, including poetry, drama, fiction, and 

 nonfiction 

 9. Recognize literary elements in stories, including setting, characters, plot, and mood. 

  a. Retell a story using the literary elements. 

  b. Summarize using the literary elements. 

 10. Identify some literary devices in stories, such as simile, metaphor, and onomatopoeia,. 

 11. Identify the structures in poetry, such as line breaks, rhythm, simile, couplet, quatrain, and 

 cinquain. 

 12. Identify the structures in drama, such as narrator, characters, and setting. 

 13. Read regularly in materials appropriate for their independent reading level. 

  a. Independently choose materials at appropriate independent reading level. 

  b. Independently choose high-interest reading materials. 

  c. Independently identify favorite authors. 

  d. Read independently for at least 30 minutes. 

 14. Read inferentially: 

  a. using prior knowledge. 

  b. using details, pictures, written and oral clues. 

  c. in order to envision. 

  d. in order to make predictions. 

  e. distinguish between cause and effect. 

  *Professional Resources for teaching comprehension and response to text: 

  Mosaic of Thought, Keene 

  The Art of Teaching Reading, Calkins 

  Literature Circles, Daniels 

 

H. Inquiry and Research (Library Media) 

 1. @ Use library classification systems and databases, print or electronic, to locate information. 

 2. @ Investigate a favorite author and produce evidence of research. 

 3. @ Read independently and research topics using a variety of materials to satisfy personal, 

 academic, and social needs, and produce evidence of reading. 

 

3.2 WRITING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 4, students will: 

 

A. Writing as a Process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, postwriting)  
 1. Generate possible ideas for writing through talking, recalling experiences, hearing stories, 

 reading, discussing models of writing, asking questions, and brainstorming. 

 2. Develop an awareness of form, structure, and author‟s voice in various genres. 

 3. Use strategies such as reflecting on personal experiences, reading, doing interviews or 

 research, and using graphic organizers to generate and organize ideas for writing. 

 4. Draft writing in a selected genre with supporting structure according to the intended message, 

 audience, and purpose for writing. 
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 5. Revise drafts by rereading for meaning, narrowing the focus, elaborating, reworking 

 organization, openings, and closings, and improving word choice and consistency of voice. 

  a. Use figurative language, simile, and metaphor to expand meaning. 

  b. Use analogies to expand meaning. 

 6. Review own writing with others to understand the reader‟s perspective and to consider ideas 

 for revision. 

 7. Review and edit work for spelling, mechanics, clarity, and fluency. 

 8. @ Use a variety of reference materials to revise work, such as a dictionary, thesaurus, or 

 internet/software resources. 

 9. Use computer writing applications during most of the writing process. 

 10. Understand and apply elements of grade-appropriate rubrics to improve and evaluate writing. 

 11. Reflect on one‟s writing, noting strengths and areas needing improvement. 

 12. Write independently for at least 30 minutes. 

 

B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or publication) 

 1. Create narrative pieces, such as memoir or personal narrative, which contain description and 

 relate ideas, observations, or recollections of an event or experience. 

  a. Show time passing. 

  b. Specify time frame of narrative. 

  c. Write with a clear focus. 

  d. Write with elements of a story. 

 2. @ Write informational reports across the curriculum that frame an issue or topic, include facts 

 and details, and draw from more than one source of information. 

  a. Write within a structure that states an idea and supports this idea with details. 

  b. @ Include examples from outside sources (e.g., books, Internet, periodicals, people,  

  c. @ Include illustrations, graphs, diagrams, charts, and/or maps where appropriate. 

 3. Craft writing to elevate its quality by adding detail, changing the order of ideas, strengthening 

 openings and closings, and using dialogue. *See Touchstone Text List, Appendix A 

  a. Use a variety of authors as models. *See author list, Appendix A 

  b. Use a touchstone text to model specific genres. (*See Touchstone Text Addendum) 

 4. Build knowledge of the characteristics and structures of a variety of genres.  

 5. Sharpen focus and improve coherence by considering the relevancy of included details, and 

 adding, deleting, and rearranging appropriately. 

 6. Write sentences of varying lengths and complexity, using specific nouns, verbs, and descriptive 

 words. 

 7. Recognize the difference between complete sentences and sentence fragments and examine the 

 uses of each in real-world writing. 

 8. Improve the clarity of writing by rearranging words, sentences, and paragraphs. 

 9. Examine real-world writing to expand knowledge of sentences, paragraphs, usage, and authors‟ 

 writing styles. 

 10. Provide logical sequence and support the purpose of writing by refining organizational 

 structure and developing transitions between ideas. 

 11. Engage the reader from beginning to end with an interesting opening, logical sequence, and 

 satisfying conclusion. *The Art of Teaching Writing, Calkins 

 

C. Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting 

 1. Use Standard English conventions that are appropriate to the grade level, such as sentence 

 structure, grammar and usage, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and handwriting. 

 2. Use increasingly complex sentence structure and syntax to express ideas. 

 3. Use grade appropriate knowledge of English grammar and usage to craft writing, such as 

 subject/verb agreement, pronoun usage and agreement, and appropriate verb tenses. 



32 

 

 4. Use punctuation correctly in sentences, such as ending punctuation, commas, and quotation 

 marks in dialogue. 

 5. Use capital letters correctly in sentences, for proper nouns, and in titles. 

 6. Study examples of narrative and expository writing to develop understanding of the reasons for 

 and use of paragraphs and indentation. 

 7. Indent in own writing to show the beginning of a paragraph. 

 8. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly with particular attention to frequently used words, 

 contractions, and homophones. 

 9. Use knowledge of base words, structural analysis, and spelling patterns to expand spelling 

 competency in writing. 

 10. @ Use a variety of reference materials, such as a dictionary, grammar reference, and 

 Internet/software resources to edit written work. 

 11. @ Write legibly in manuscript and cursive to meet district standards. 

 

D. Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes (exploring a variety of forms) 

 1. Write for different purposes (e.g., to express ideas, to inform, to entertain, to respond to 

 literature, to question, to share) and a variety of audiences (e.g., self, peers, community). 

 2. Study the characteristics of a variety of genres, including expository, narrative, poetry, and 

 reflection. 

 3. Develop independence by setting self-selected purposes and generating topics for writing. 

 4. Write independently to satisfy personal, academic, and social needs (e.g., stories, summaries, 

 letters, or poetry). 

 5. Use writing to paraphrase, clarify, and reflect on new learning across the curriculum. 

 6. Respond to literature in writing to demonstrate an understanding of the text, to explore 

 personal reactions, and to connect personal experiences with the text. 

 7. Write narratives that relate recollections of an event or experience and establish a setting, 

 characters, point of view, and sequence of events. 

 8. @ Write informational reports that frame a topic, include facts and details, and draw 

 information from several sources. 

 9. Write formal and informal letters for a variety of audiences and purposes. 

 10. Use a variety of strategies to organize writing, including sequence, chronology, and 

 cause/effect. 

 11. Demonstrate higher-order thinking skills through responses to open-ended and essay 

 questions in content areas or as responses to literature. 

 12. Use relevant graphics in writing (e.g., maps, charts, illustrations). 

 13. Demonstrate the development of a personal style and voice in writing. 

 14. Review scoring criteria of a writing rubric. 

 15. Develop a collection of writings (e.g., a literacy folder or a literacy portfolio). 

 

3.3 SPEAKING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 4, students will: 

 

A. Discussion (small group and whole class) 

 1. Use details, examples and reasons to support central ideas or clarify a point of view. 

 2. Stay focused on a topic and ask relevant questions. 

 3. Take turns without dominating. 

 4. Use transitional phrases in discussion. 

 5. Expand or comment upon the statements of others, using transitional phrases. 

B. Questioning (Inquiry) and Contributing 

 1. Develop questioning techniques (e.g., who, what, when, where, why, and how). 

 2. Use interview techniques to develop inquiry skills. 
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 3. Explore concepts by describing, narrating, or explaining how and why things happen. 

 4. Discuss information heard, offer personal opinions, and ask for restatement or general 

 explanation to clarify meaning. 

 5. @ Reflect and evaluate information learned as a result of the inquiry. 

 6. @ Solve a problem or understand a task through group cooperation. 

C. Word Choice 

 1. Use convincing dialogue to role-play short scenes involving familiar situations or emotions. 

 2. Use figurative language purposefully in speaking situations. 

 3. Use appropriate vocabulary to support or clarify a message. 

 4. Adapt language to persuade, explain, or seek information. 

D. Oral Presentation 

 1. Speak for a variety of audiences and purposes. 

 2. Prepare, rehearse, and deliver a formal presentation in logical or sequential order, including an 

 opening, supportive details, and a closing statement. 

 3. Use notes or other memory aids to structure a presentation. 

 4. Maintain audience interest during formal presentations, incorporating adequate volume, proper 

 pacing, and clear enunciation. 

  a. Maintain eye contact with audience. 

  b. Speak with fluency during presentation. 

 5. @ Participate in a dramatization or role-play across the curriculum. 

 6. @ Read aloud with fluency. 

 7. Understand and use criteria for a rubric to improve an oral presentation. 

 

3.4 LISTENING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 4, students will: 

 

A. Active Listening 

 1. @ Listen actively for a variety of purposes such as enjoyment and obtaining information. 

 2. @ Listen attentively and critically to a variety of speakers. 

 3. Interpret vocabulary gained through listening. 

 4. @ Listen attentively and critically for a sustained period of time to a piece of literature read  

 aloud. 

B. Listening Comprehension 

 1. @ Demonstrate competence in active listening through comprehension of a story, interview, 

 and oral report of an event or incident. 

 2. Develop listening strategies (e.g., asking questions and taking notes) to understand what is 

 heard. 

 3. @ Demonstrate competence in active listening by interpreting and applying received 

 information to new situations and solving problems. 

  a. Participating in discussion following active listening. 

  b. Reflecting and using prior knowledge to respond to speaker. 

 4. Make inferences based on active listening. 

  a. Oral reports. 

  b. Presentations. 

  c. Mini Lessons. 

  d. @ Read alouds (Texts read aloud to students). 

 5. Describe how language reflects specific regions and/or cultures. 

 6. @ Follow three-and four-step oral directions. 
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3.5 VIEWING AND MEDIA LITERACY 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 4, students will: 

 

A. Constructing Meaning 

 1. @ Interpret information found in pictorial graphs, map keys, and icons on a computer screen. 

 2. @ Respond to and evaluate the use of illustrations to support text. 

 3. @ Use graphs, charts, and diagrams to report data. 

  a. Interpret charts, graphs and diagrams to collect information. 

  b. Include charts, graphs, and diagrams in original writing. 

 4. @ Distinguish between factual and fictional visual representations. 

 5. @ Identify the central theme in a movie, film, or illustration. 

 6. @ Identify the target audience for a particular program, story, or advertisement. 

 7. @ Demonstrate an awareness of different media forms and how they contribute to 

 communication. 

B. Visual and Verbal Messages 

 1. @ Understand that creators of both print media and electronic media have a purpose and target 

 audience for their work. 

 2. @ Explore and interpret various messages found in advertisements and other texts. 

 3. @ Discuss the emotional impact of photos and how they aid understanding. 

 4. @ Compare and contrast media sources, such as film and book versions of a story. 

C. Living with Media 

 1. @ Express preferences for media choices. 

 2. @ Utilize media to gain information. 
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GRADE FIVE 
@ = Library Media Support 

 

3.1 READING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 5, students will: 

 

A. Concepts About Print/Text 

1. @ Use a text index and glossary appropriately. 

1. @ Survey and explain text features that contribute to comprehension (e.g., headings, introductory 

and concluding paragraphs). 

a. Use content area textbooks to introduce these skills. 

b. Use non-fiction texts, such as newspapers and magazines to examine print concepts. 

c.  

B. Phonological Awareness 

No additional indicators at this grade level. 

 

C. Decoding and Word Recognition 

1. Use the pronunciation key of a dictionary to decode new words. 

2. Use context clues or knowledge of phonics, syllabication, prefixes, and suffixes to decode new 

words. 

3. Interpret new words correctly in context. 

4. Apply spelling and syllabication rules that aid in decoding and word recognition. 

a. Use – Use Megawords-Multisyllabic Words for Reading, Spelling, and Vocabulary. 

b. Month by Month Phonics for Upper Grades. 

c. Students create own personal dictionary. 

d.  

D. Fluency 

1. Adjust reading speed appropriately for different purposes and audiences. 

2. Apply knowledge of letter-sound associations, language structures, and context to recognize 

words. 

3. Read aloud in ways that reflect understanding of proper phrasing and intonation. 

4. Read silently for the purpose of increasing speed, accuracy, and reading fluency. 

5. Apply self-correcting strategies to decode and gain meaning from print both, orally and silently. 

a. Timed Reading Program  

b. Sustained silent reading. 

 

E. Reading Strategies (before, during, and after reading) 

1. Activate prior knowledge and anticipate what will be read or heard. 

2. Vary reading strategies according to their purpose for reading and the nature of the text. 

3. Reread to make sense of difficult paragraphs or sections of text. 

4. Make revisions to text predictions during and after reading. 

5. @ Apply graphic organizers to illustrate key concepts and relationships in a text. 

a. Create Venn diagrams and webs to illustrate comprehension. 

b. Read, cover, recite and check (RCRC). 

 

F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 

1. Infer word meanings from learned roots, prefixes, and suffixes. 

2. Infer specific word meanings in the context of reading passages. 

3. Identify and correctly use antonyms, synonyms, homophones, and homographs. 

4. @ Use a grade-level appropriate dictionary independently to define unknown words. 

5. @ Use a thesaurus to identify alternative word choices and meanings. 
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a. Categorize words by specific affixes gathered from reading. 

b. Collect vocabulary from readings and define using dictionary. 

c. Learn how to use the language tools on a computer. 

 

G. Comprehension Skills and Response to Text 

1.  @ Identify author‟s purpose, views, and beliefs. 

2. @ Identify genre by their distinctive elements (e.g. tall tale-exaggeration). 

3. Use cause and effect and sequence of events to gain meaning. 

4. Anticipate and construct meaning from text by making conscious connections to self, an author, 

and others. 

5. @ Recognize persuasive and propaganda techniques used to influence readers. 

6. Recognize historical and cultural biases and different points of view. 

7. Understand that theme refers to the central idea or meaning of a selection and recognize 

themes, whether implied or stated directly. 

a. a.Write a literary essay that identifies the theme and supports that theme with evidence 

from the text. 

b. Write acrostic poems that names the theme in a given story. 

8. Distinguish between major and minor details. 

9. Make inferences using textual information and provide supporting evidence. 

10. Recognize common organizational patterns in text that support comprehension (e.g.,headings, 

 captions). 

11. @ Identify and analyze text types, formats, and elements in nonfiction. 

12 @ Recognize literary elements in stories, including setting, characters, plot, and mood. 

a. Teach the five components of a novel: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, 

  and resolution). 

b. Use graphic organizers (See Teacher Resource Binder) 

 

  

13.   @ Recognize figurative language in text (e.g. simile, metaphor, personification, alliteration). 

14. Identify and respond to the elements of sound and structure in poetry. 

15. Identify the structures in drama. 

16. @ Read regularly in materials appropriate for their independent reading level. 

a. Independently choose materials at appropriate independent reading level. 

b. Independently choose high-interest reading materials. 

c. Independently identify favorite authors. 

d. Read independently for at least 30 minutes. 

e. Schedule book selection time in the Library Media Center. 

17.  Interpret idiomatic expressions. 

a. Use Novel Ties and Learning Links to expand novel. 

b. Use a novel to explain elements of fiction and non-fiction. 

c. See Appendices for resources. 

 

H. Inquiry and Research 

 

1. @ Use library classification systems and databases, print or electronic, to locate information. 

2. @ Develop and revise questions for investigations prior to, during, and after reading. 

3. @ Use multiple sources to locate information relevant to research questions. 

4. @ Read independently and research topics using a variety of materials to satisfy personal, 

academic, and social needs, and produce evidence of reading. 



37 

 

5. @ Draw conclusions from information gathered from multiple sources. 

6. @ Interpret and use graphic sources of information such as maps, graphs, timelines, or tables to 

address research questions. 

7. @ Summarize and organize information by taking notes, outlining ideas, and/or making charts. 

8. @ Produce projects and reports, using visuals, media, and/or technology to show learning and 

support the learning of an audience. 

a. Write a feature article that is connected to a grade level content-area subject. 

b. @ Learn to search online for multiple sources to gain information on a topic. 

c. @ Locate multiple sources (books, references, online sites) to gain information 

on a topic. 

d. @ Schedule research time in the Library Media Center. 

3.2 WRITING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 5, students will: 

 

A. Writing as a Process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, postwriting) 

 1. Write stories with multiple paragraphs that develop a situation or plot, describe the setting, and  

  include an ending. 

 2. Write informational compositions with multiple paragraphs that present important ideas,  

  provide details, and offer a concluding paragraph. 

 3. Generate possible ideas for writing through listening, talking, recalling experiences, hearing  

  stories, reading, discussing models of writing, asking questions, and brainstorming. 

  a. Keep a writer’s notebook:- Teacher Resource: Breathing In, Breathing Out, Keeping a 

  Writer’s Notebook by Ralph Fletcher 

  - Student resource: A Writer’s Notebook, Unlocking the Writer Within You, by 

  Ralph Fletcher. 

 4. Develop an awareness of form, structure, and author‟s voice in various genres. 

 5. Use strategies such as graphic organizers and outlines to elaborate and organize ideas for  

  writing 

 6. Draft writing in a selected genre with supporting structure according to the intended message,  

  audience, and purpose for writing. 

  a. Create multiple genre paragraphs around a single topic. For example:- Topic:  

  Bagels…narrative, expository, persuasive, how-to. 

 7. Make decisions about the use of precise language, including adjectives, adverbs, verbs, and  

  specific details, and justify the choices made. 

  a. Teacher Resource: Wondrous Words, by Katie Wood Ray. 

 8. Revise drafts by rereading for meaning, narrowing focus, elaborating and deleting, as well as  

  reworking organization, openings, closings, word choice, and consistency of voice. 

 9. Review own writing with others to understand the reader‟s perspective and to consider and  

  incorporate ideas for revision. 

 10. Review and edit work for spelling, usage, clarity, organization, and fluency. 

 11. @ Use a variety of reference materials to revise work. 

 12. Use computer writing applications during the writing process. 

 13. Understand and apply the elements of a scoring rubric to improve and evaluate writing. 

 14. Reflect on own writing, noting strengths and setting goals for improvement. 

  a. Assign peer writing partners to provide for collaboration. 

  b. Writing as a product (resulting in a formal product or publication). 

  c. Conferencing through live and secure school-maintained Internet resources such as 

  online writing centers/labs. 
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B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or publication) 

 1. Expand knowledge of characteristics and structures of selected genres. 

 2. Write a range of grade appropriate essays across curricula (e.g., persuasive, personal,   

  descriptive, issuebased) 

 3. Write grade appropriate, multi-paragraph, expository pieces across curricula (e.g.,   

  problem/solution, cause/effect, hypothesis/results, feature articles, critique, research  

  reports). 

 4. Write various types of prose, such as short stories, biography, autobiography, or memoir, that  

  contain narrative elements. 

 5. Support main idea, topic, or theme with facts, examples, or explanations, including information 

  from multiple sources. 

 6. Sharpen focus and improve coherence by considering the relevancy of included details and  

  adding, deleting, and rearranging appropriately. 

 7. Write sentences of varying length and complexity, using specific nouns, verbs, and descriptive  

  words. 

 8. @ Prepare a works consulted page for reports or research papers. 

 9. Provide logical sequence throughout multi-paragraph works by refining organizational   

  structure and developing transitions between ideas. 

 10. Engage the reader from beginning to end with an interesting opening, logical sequence, and  

  satisfying conclusion. 

  a. Use Writer’s Express (Great Source Publishers). 

 

C. Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting 

 

 1. Use Standard English conventions in all writing, such as sentence structure, grammar and  

  usage, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and handwriting. 

 2. Use increasingly complex sentence structure and syntax to express ideas. 

 3. Use knowledge of English grammar and usage to express ideas effectively. 

 4. Use correct capitalization and punctuation, including commas and colons, throughout writing. 

 5. Use quotation marks and related punctuation correctly in passages of dialogue. 

 6. Use knowledge of roots, prefixes, suffixes, and English spelling patterns to spell words  

  correctly in writing. 

 7. Study examples of narrative and expository writing to develop understanding of the reasons for 

  and use of paragraphs and indentation. 

 8. Edit writing for correct grammar usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 

 9. @ Use a variety of reference materials, such as a dictionary, grammar reference, and/or  

  Internet/software resources to edit written work. 

 10. @ Write legibly in manuscript and cursive to meet district standards. 

 

D. Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes (exploring a variety of forms) 

 1. Write for different purposes (e.g., to express ideas, inform, entertain, respond to literature,  

  persuade, question, reflect, clarify, share) and a variety of audiences (e.g., self, peers,  

  community). 

  a. Create a class anthology of writing to be published for distribution. 

  b. Write letters to effect change. 

  c. Create “advice books” and “how to” books for younger level readers. 

 2. Gather, select, and organize information appropriate to a topic, task, and audience. 

 3. Develop and use knowledge of a variety of genres, including expository, narrative, persuasive,  

  poetry, critiques, and everyday/ workplace writing. 
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 4. Organize a response that develops insight into literature by exploring personal reactions,  

  connecting to personal experiences, and referring to the text through sustained use of  

  examples. 

  a. Create reading response notebooks. 

  b. Connect reading and writing (use writing to express reading comprehension). 

 5. Use transitions between and within paragraphs. 

 6. Organize paragraphs using topic sentences. 

 7. Write narratives, establishing a plot or conflict, setting, characters, point of view, and   

  resolution. 

  a. Rewrite a traditional fairy tale to modernize the original story. 

 8. Use narrative techniques (e.g., dialogue, specific actions of characters, sensory description, and 

  expression of thoughts and feelings of characters). 

 9. @ Write reports based on research with a scope narrow enough to be thoroughly covered,  

  supporting the main ideas or topic with facts, examples, and explanations, and including a 

  works consulted page. 

 10. Write persuasive essays with clearly stated positions or opinions supported by organized and  

  relevant evidence to validate arguments and conclusions, and sources cited when needed. 

 11. Demonstrate the ability to write friendly/business letters in correct format and coherent style. 

 12. Use a variety of strategies to organize writing, including sequence, chronology, cause/effect, 

  problem/solution, and order of importance. 

 13. Demonstrate higher-order thinking skills and writing clarity when answering open-ended and  

  essay questions in content areas or as responses to literature.  

 14. Use relevant graphics in writing (e.g., maps, charts, illustrations, graphs, photographs). 

 15. Demonstrate the development of a personal style and voice in writing. 

 16. Review scoring criteria of relevant rubrics. 

 17. Develop a collection of writings (e.g., a literacy folder, a literacy portfolio). 

 

3.3 SPEAKING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 5, students will: 

 

A. Discussion (small group and whole class) 

 

 1. Use details, examples, and reasons to support central ideas or clarify a point of view. 

 2. Stay focused on a topic and ask relevant questions. 

 3. Accept others. opinions and respond appropriately. 

 4. Respond orally to literature. 

 5. Participate in class discussions appropriately. 

  a. Create book groups/literature circle for book talks. 

  b. Students role play characters from literature they are reading. 

  c. Establish a published list of criteria for good book talk. 

  d. Create opportunities for debate around themes and issues presented in reading or 

  viewing. 

 

B. Questioning (Inquiry) and Contributing 

 

 1. Respond orally by adding questions and comments while integrating knowledge. 

 2. Use interview techniques to develop inquiry skills. 

 3. Explore concepts by describing, narrating, or explaining how and why things happen. 

 4. Discuss information heard, offer personal opinions, and ask for restatement or genera 

 explanation to clarify meaning. 

 5. @ Reflect and evaluate information learned as a result of the inquiry. 
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 6. @ Solve a problem or understand a task through group cooperation. 

 

C. Word Choice 

 

 1. Use convincing dialogue to role-play short scenes involving familiar situations or emotions. 

 2. Use varied word choice to clarify, illustrate, and elaborate. 

 3. Use figurative language purposefully in speaking situations. 

 4. Select and use suitable vocabulary to fit a range of audiences. 

 

D. Oral Presentation 

 

 1. Develop and deliver a formal presentation based on a central theme, including logical   

  sequence, introduction, main ideas, supporting details, and concluding remarks to an  

  audience of peers, younger students, and/or parents. 

 2. Prepare, rehearse, and deliver a formal presentation in logical or sequential order, including an  

  opening, supportive details, and a closing statement. 

 3. Use clear, precise, organized language that reflects the conventions of spoken English. 

 4. Use visuals such as charts or graphs when presenting for clarification. 

 5. Use props effectively while speaking. 

 6. Maintain audience interest during formal presentations, incorporating adequate volume, proper  

  pacing, and clear enunciation. 

 7. Use verbal and non verbal elements of delivery (e.g., eye contact, stance) to maintain audience  

  focus. 

 8. Read aloud with fluency. 

 9. Understand and use criteria from a rubric to improve an oral presentation. 

 10. Incorporate peer feedback and teacher suggestions for revisions in content, organization, and 

 delivery. 

 

3.4 LISTENING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 5, students will: 

 

A. Active Listening 

 

 1. @ Listen actively for a variety of purposes such as enjoyment and obtaining information. 

 2. @ Listen attentively and critically to a variety of speakers. 

 3. Acknowledge the speaker through eye contact and use appropriate feedback and questions to 

 clarify the speaker‟s message. 

 4. Recognize and analyze persuasive techniques while listening. 

 5. Recognize the rich and varied language of literature (e.g., listen to a recording of poetry or 

 classic literature). 

 6. Listen to determine a speaker‟s purpose, attitude, and perspective. 

 7. Use, when appropriate, criteria/rubric to evaluate oral presentations, such as purpose, delivery 

 techniques, content, visual aids, body language, and facial expressions. 

 

B. Listening Comprehension 

 

 1. @ Demonstrate competence in active listening through responding to a story, interview, or oral 

 report (e.g., summarizing, reacting, retelling). 

 2. @ Demonstrate competence in active listening by interpreting and applying received 

 information to new situations and in solving problems. 

 3. Ask pertinent questions, take notes, and draw conclusions based on information presented. 
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 4. Make inferences based on an oral report or presentation. 

 5. @ Follow three-and four-step oral directions. 

 

 

3.5 VIEWING AND MEDIA LITERACY 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 5, students will: 

 

A. Constructing Meaning 

 

 1. @ Respond to and evaluate the use of illustrations to support text. 

 2. Use graphs, charts, and diagrams to report data. (Inspiration Software) 

 3. Distinguish between factual and fictional visual representations (e.g. political cartoons). 

 4. @ Identify the central theme in a movie, film, or illustration. 

 5. @ Identify the target audience for a particular program, story, or advertisement. 

 6. @ Demonstrate an awareness of different media forms (e.g. newspapers, internet, magazines) 

 and how they contribute to communication. 

 7. @ Understand uses of persuasive text related to advertising in society. 

 8. @ Distinguish different points of view in media texts. 

 

B. Visual and Verbal Messages 

 

 1. @ Understand that creators of both print media and electronic media have a purpose and target 

 audience for their work. 

 2. @ Evaluate media messages for credibility. 

 3. @ Explore and interpret various messages found in advertisements and other texts. 

 4. Interpret verbal and nonverbal messages reflected in personal interactions with others. 

 5. @ Discuss the emotional impact of a still image (e.g., photo, poster, painting) and how it aids 

 understanding. 

 6. @ Compare and contrast media sources, such as film and book versions of a story. 

 7. Understand the uses of technology (e.g., the Internet for research). 

 
C. Living with Media 

 

 1. @ Express and justify preferences for media choices. 

 2. Choose the most appropriate media for a presentation. (Inspiration Software) 

 3. Use a rubric to evaluate the content of media presentations. 

 4. @ Examine and evaluate effects of media on the family, home, and school. 

.  
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LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES 

GRADE SIX 
@ = Library Media Support 

 

3.1  READING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 6, students will: 

 

A. Concepts About Print/Text 

 

1. @ Use a text index and glossary independently and appropriately. 

2. @ Survey and explain text features that contribute to comprehension (e.g., headings, 

introductory, concluding paragraphs). 

3. @ Recognize and use common print formats to obtain information (e.g., newspapers, 

magazines, electronic sources). 

 

B. Phonological Awareness 

 

No additional indicators at this grade level. 

 

C. Decoding and Word Recognition 

 

1. Use a dictionary to decode new words independently. 

2. Use context clues or knowledge of phonics, syllabication, prefixes, and suffixes to decode new 

words. 

3. Apply knowledge of new words correctly (refer to word parts and word origin). 

a. Use Megawords-Multisyllabic Words for Reading, Spelling, and Vocabulary, 

Johnson/Bayrd, Educators Publishing Service. 

b. Vocabulary for Achievement – Introductory Course, Great Source Publishers. 

4. Apply spelling and syllabication rules that aid in decoding and word recognition. 

 

D. Fluency 

 

1. Adjust reading speed appropriately for different purposes and audiences. 

2. Read aloud in ways that reflect understanding of proper phrasing and intonation. 

3. Read silently for the purpose of increasing speed, accuracy, and reading fluency. 

4. Apply self-correcting strategies to decode and gain meaning from print, both orally and 

silently. 

a. Timed Reading Program, Edward Spargo, Jamestown Publishers. 

b. Sustained silent reading. 

c. Oral reading of class novels in a Readers’ Theater. 

 

E. Reading Strategies (before, during, and after reading) 

 

1. Activate prior knowledge and anticipate what will be read or heard. 

2. Vary reading strategies according to their purpose for reading and the nature of the text. 

3. Reread to make sense of difficult paragraphs or sections of text. 

4. Make revisions to text predictions during and after reading. 

5. @ Use reference aids for word meanings when reading. 

6. @ Apply graphic organizers to illustrate key concepts and relationships in a text. 

a. Create/recommend lists of related texts that build schemata to support comprehension 

in books read in class. 
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b. Use United Streaming online to gather related videos to build schemata and meet the 

needs of learners through differentiated media. 

 

 

F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 

 

1. Infer word meanings from learned roots, prefixes, and suffixes. 

2. Infer specific word meanings in the context of reading passages. 

3. Identify and correctly use antonyms, synonyms, homophones, and homographs. 

4. Use the dictionary for a variety of purposes (e.g., definitions, word origins, parts of speech). 

5. Use a thesaurus to identify alternative word choices and meanings. 

 

G. Comprehension Skills and Response to Text 

 

1. @ Respond critically to an author‟s purpose, ideas, views, and beliefs. 

2. @ Identify genre by their distinctive elements (e.g. tall tale-exaggeration). 

3. Use cause and effect and sequence of events to gain meaning. 

4. Construct meaning from text by making conscious connections to self, an author, and others. 

a. Students keep a reading response journal in which they make ongoing written 

reactions to the text. 

5. @ Recognize persuasive and propaganda techniques used to influence readers. 

a. Coordinate the study of magazine and billboard advertisements with a unit of study on 

television/radio advertisements. Analyze the advertisements to identify persuasive and 

propaganda techniques. 

6. Recognize and understand historical and cultural biases and different points of view. 

 7. Identify and analyze features of themes conveyed through characters, actions, and images. 

 a. Write a literary essay that identifies the theme and supports that theme with evidence 

 from the text. 

 b. Write acrostic poems that name the theme in a given story. 

8. Distinguish between major and minor details. 

9. Make inferences using textual information and provide supporting evidence. 

10. Recognize common organizational patterns in text that support comprehension (e.g., headings 

captions). 

11. @ Identify and analyze text types, formats, and elements in nonfiction. 

 a. Choose a wide variety of non-fiction samples that illustrate elements of nonfiction 

 (i.e., free verse, narrative, expository, etc.). 

12. @ Recognize characterization, setting, plot, theme, and point of view in fiction. 

 a. Use graphic organizers such as a web to illustrate the literary elements of fiction. 

13. @ Recognize sensory details, figurative language, and other literary devices in text. 

 a. Novel-ties. 

 b. Learning Links. 

14. Identify and respond to the elements of sound and structure in poetry. 

 a. Have students work in groups, pairs or individually to perform poetry of choice (i.e., 

 poetry slams). 

15. Analyze drama as a source of information, entertainment, persuasion, or transmitter of 

culture. 

16. Identify and analyze elements of setting, plot, and characterization in plays that are read, 

written, or performed. 

 a. Use graphic organizer such as a web to illustrate the literary elements  

17. Explain ways that the setting contributes to the mood of a novel, play, or poem. 

18. Interpret idiomatic expressions. 

 a. Dictionary of Idioms, Marvin Terban, Scholastic. 
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 b. Draw literal and figurative meaning of an idiomatic expression. 

  

H. Inquiry and Research 

 

 1. @ Develop and revise questions for investigations prior to, during, and after reading. 

  a. Interactive notes. 

 2. @ Select and use multiple sources to locate information relevant to research questions. 

3. @ Draw conclusions from information gathered from multiple sources. 

 4. @ Interpret and use graphic sources of information such as maps, graphs, timelines, or tables to 

 address research questions. 

 5. @ Summarize and organize information by taking notes, outlining ideas, and/or making charts. 

 6. @ Produce projects and reports, using visuals, media, and/or technology to show learning and 

 support the learning of an audience. 

 7. @ Compare themes, characters, settings, and ideas across texts or works and produce evidence 

 of understanding. 

  a. Write a research report that is connected to a grade-level content area subject. 

  b. Learn to search online for multiple sources to gain information on a topic. 

  c. Locate multiple sources (books, references, online sites) to gain information about a  

  topic. 

  d. Include media specialist, technology coordinator and specific content area teacher in 

  planning and implementing research project. 

  e. Schedule research and book selection time in the Library Media Center. 

  f. Basic Skills, McGraw-Hill. 

 

3.2  WRITING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 6, students will: 

 

A. Writing as a Process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, postwriting) 

 

 1. Write informational compositions of several paragraphs that engage the interest of the reader, 

 state a clear purpose, develop the topic, and conclude with a detailed summary. 

 2. Generate ideas for writing through reading and making connections across the curriculum and 

 with current events. 

  a. Keep a writer’s notebook: 

 3. Expand knowledge about form, structure, and voice in a variety of genres. 

 4. Use strategies such as graphic organizers and outlines to elaborate and organize ideas for 

 writing. 

 5. Draft writing in a selected genre with supporting structure and appropriate voice according to 

 the intended message, audience, and purpose for writing. 

 6. Make decisions about the use of precise language, including adjectives, adverbs, verbs, and 

 specific details, and justify the choices made. 

 7. Revise drafts by rereading for meaning, narrowing focus, elaborating and deleting, as well as 

 reworking organization, openings, closings, word choice, and consistency of voice. 

 8. Review own writing with others to understand the reader‟s perspective and to consider and 

 incorporate ideas for revision. 

  a. Write Traits Program, Great Source Publishers. 

 9. Review and edit work for spelling, usage, clarity, organization, and fluency. 

 10. @ Use a variety of reference materials to revise work. 

 11. Use computer writing applications during the writing process. 

  a. Knowledge Analysis Technologies, Vantage Learning. www.vantagelearning.com 

 12. Understand and apply the elements of a scoring rubric to improve and evaluate writing. 
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 13. Reflect on own writing, noting strengths and setting goals for improvement. 

  a. Assign peer writing partners to provide for collaboration. 

 
B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or publication) 

 

 1. Expand knowledge of characteristics, structures, and tone of selected genres. 

 2. Write a range of grade appropriate essays across curricula (e.g., persuasive, personal, 

 descriptive, issuebased) 

 3. Write grade appropriate, multi-paragraph expository pieces across curricula (e.g., 

 problem/solution, cause/effect, hypothesis/results, feature articles, critique, research reports). 

 4. Write various types of prose, such as short stories, biography, autobiography, or memoir that 

 contain narrative elements. 

 5. Support main idea, topic, or theme with facts, examples, or explanations, including information 

 from multiple sources. 

 6. Sharpen focus and improve coherence by considering the relevancy of included details, and 

 adding, deleting, and rearranging appropriately. 

 7. Write sentences of varying length and complexity, using specific nouns, verbs, and descriptive 

 words. 

 8. @ Prepare a works consulted page for reports or research papers. 

 9. Provide logical sequence throughout multi-paragraph works by refining organizational 

 structure and developing transitions between ideas. 

 10. Engage the reader from beginning to end with an interesting opening, logical sequence, and 

 satisfying conclusion. 

  *Use Writer’s Express, Great Source Publishing. 

 

C. Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting 

 

 1. Use Standard English conventions in all writing, such as sentence structure, grammar and 

 usage, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, handwriting. 

 2. Use a variety of sentence types and syntax, including independent and dependent clauses and 

 prepositional and adverbial phrases, to connect ideas and craft writing in an interesting and 

 grammatically correct way. 

 3. Use knowledge of English grammar and usage to express ideas effectively. 

 4. Use correct capitalization and punctuation, including commas and colons, throughout writing. 

 5. Use quotation marks and related punctuation correctly in passages of dialogue. 

 6. Use knowledge of roots, prefixes, suffixes, and English spelling patterns to spell words 

 correctly in writing. 

 7. Demonstrate understanding of reasons for paragraphs in narrative and expository writing and 

 indent appropriately in own writing. 

 8. Edit writing for correct grammar usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 

 9. @ Use a variety of materials, such as a dictionary, grammar reference, and/or Internet/software 

 resources to edit written work. 

 10. @ Write legibly in manuscript and cursive to meet district standards. 

  *See resources listed in appendices for grammar, spelling, and mechanics support. 

 

D. Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes (exploring a variety of forms) 

 

 1. Write for different purposes (e.g., to express ideas, inform, entertain, respond to literature, 

 persuade, question, reflect, clarify, share) and a variety of audiences (e.g., self, peers, 

 community). 

  a. Create story books in math for younger grade readers. 

  b. Create a class anthology of writing meant to be published for distribution. 
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  c. Write letters to effect change. 

  d. Write to create a speech. 

 2. Gather, select, and organize information appropriate to a topic, task, and audience. 

 3. Develop and use knowledge of a variety of genres, including expository, narrative, persuasive, 

 poetry, critiques, and everyday/ workplace writing. 

 4. Organize a response that develops insight into literature by exploring personal reactions, 

 connecting to personal experiences, and referring to the text through sustained use of examples. 

  a. Create reading response notebooks. 

 b. Connect reading and writing (use writing to express reading comprehension. 

  c. Reading and Writing Together: New Perspectives for the Classroom. 

 5. Write narratives, establishing a plot or conflict, setting, characters, point of view, and 

 resolution. 

 6. Use narrative techniques (e.g., dialogue, specific actions of characters, sensory description, and 

 expression of thoughts and feelings of characters). 

 7. @ Write reports based on research with a scope narrow enough to be thoroughly covered, 

 supporting the main ideas or topic with facts, examples, and explanations from authoritative 

 sources, and including a works consulted page. 

 8. Write persuasive essays with clearly stated positions or opinions supported by organized and 

 relevant evidence to validate arguments and conclusions, and sources cited when needed. 

 9. Demonstrate the ability to write business letters in correct format and coherent style. 

 10. Use a variety of strategies to organize writing, including sequence, chronology, cause/effect, 

 problem/solution, and order of importance. 

 11. Demonstrate higher-order thinking skills and writing clarity when answering open-ended and 

 essay questions in content areas or as responses to literature. 

 12. Use relevant graphics in writing (e.g., maps, charts, illustrations, graphs, photographs). 

 13. Demonstrate the development of a personal style and voice in writing. 

 14. Review scoring criteria of relevant rubrics. 

 15. Develop a collection of writings (e.g., a literacy folder or a literacy portfolio). 

  a. Keep electronic writing folders 

  b. Keep hard copy writing folders. 

 

3.3 SPEAKING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 6, students will: 

 

A. Discussion (small group and whole class) 

 

 1. Support a position with organized, appropriate details. 

 2. Stay focused on a topic and ask relevant questions. 

 3. Acknowledge others. opinions and respond appropriately. 

  a. Cooperative group work. 

 4. @ Respond orally to literature. 

  a. @ Book talks, oral book reports, role playing. 

 5. Participate in class discussion appropriately. 

 

B. Questioning (Inquiry) and Contributing 

 

 1. Respond orally by adding questions and comments while integrating knowledge. 

 2. Demonstrate effective use of a variety of questions, including literal, inferential, and evaluative 

 questions. 

  a. Use Inferential Skills, McGraw-Hill Children’s Publishing. 

 3. Explore concepts by describing, narrating, or explaining how and why things happen. 
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  a. Create “How To” demonstrations. 

 4. Discuss information heard, offer personal opinions, and ask for restatement or genera 

 explanation to clarify meaning. 

 5. @ Reflect and evaluate information learned as a result of the inquiry. 

 6. @ Solve a problem or understand a task through group cooperation. 

 

C. Word Choice 

 

 1. Use varied word choice to clarify, illustrate, and elaborate. 

 a. Write Traits, Great Source Publishers. 

 2. Use figurative language purposefully in speaking situations. 

 3. Select and use suitable vocabulary to fit a range of audiences. 

 

D. Oral Presentation 

 

 1. Develop and deliver a formal presentation based on a central theme, including logical 

 sequence, introduction, main ideas, supporting details, and concluding remarks to an audience of 

 peers, younger 

 students, and/or parents. 

 2. Prepare, rehearse, and deliver a formal presentation in logical or sequential order including an 

 opening, supportive details, and a closing statement. 

 3. Use clear, precise, organized language that reflects the conventions of spoken English. 

 4. Use visuals such as charts or graphs when presenting for clarification. 

 5. Use props effectively while speaking. 

 6. Use verbal and non verbal elements of delivery (e.g., eye contact, stance) to maintain audience 

 focus. 

 7. Read aloud with fluency. 

 8. Understand and use criteria from a rubric to improve an oral presentation. 

 9. Incorporate peer feedback and teacher suggestions for revisions in content, organization, and 

 delivery. 

  a. Integrate with five paragraph essay writing. 

  b. Create performance workshop time to provide time for in-class performance, and peer 

  feedback using class rubric. 

  c. Use Media Literacy and Communication Skills, Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 

 

3.4  LISTENING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 6, students will: 

 

A. Active Listening 

 

 1. @ Listen actively for a variety of purposes such as enjoyment and obtaining information. 

 2. @ Listen attentively and critically to a variety of speakers. 

 3. Acknowledge the speaker through eye contact and use appropriate feedback an questions to 

 clarify the speaker‟s message. 

 4. Recognize and analyze persuasive techniques while listening. 

  a. Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing, Great Source Publishers. 

 5. Recognize the rich and varied language of literature (e.g., listen to a recording of poetry or 

 classic literature). 

  a. Use books on tape. 

 6. Listen to determine a speaker‟s purpose, attitude, and perspective. 
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 7. Use, when appropriate, criteria/rubric to evaluate oral presentations, such as purpose, delivery 

 techniques, content, visual aids, body language, and facial expressions. 

 

B. Listening Comprehension 

 

 1. @ Demonstrate competence in active listening through responding to a story, interview, or oral 

 report (e.g. summarizing, reacting, retelling). 

 2. @ Demonstrate competence in active listening by interpreting and applying received 

 information to new situations and in solving problems. 

 3. Ask pertinent questions, take notes, and draw conclusions based on information presented. 

 4. Make inferences based on an oral report or presentation. 

 5. @ Follow three and four-step oral directions. 

 a. Follow directions such as how to get the candy out of a vending machine, or how to 

make a sandwich. 

 

3.5  VIEWING AND MEDIA LITERACY 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 6, students will: 

 

A. Constructing Meaning 

 

 1. @ Respond to and evaluate the use of illustrations to support text. 

 2. Use graphs, charts, and diagrams to report data. 

 3. @ Distinguish between factual and fictional visual representations (e.g. political cartoons). 

 4. Identify the central theme in a movie, film, or illustration. 

 5. @ Identify the target audience for a particular program, story, or advertisement. 

 6. @ Demonstrate an awareness of different media forms (e.g. newspapers, internet, magazines) 

 and how they contribute to communication. 

 7. @ Understand uses of persuasive text related to advertising in society. 

 8. @ Distinguish different points of view in media texts. 

  a. Basic Skills, by Jamestown Publishers. 

 

B. Visual and Verbal Messages 

 

 1. @ Understand that creators of both print media and electronic media have a purpose and target 

 audience for their work. 

 2. @ Evaluate media messages for credibility. 

 3. @ Explore and interpret various messages found in advertisements and other texts. 

 4. Interpret verbal and nonverbal messages reflected in personal interactions with others. 

 5. Discuss the emotional impact of a still image (e.g., photo, poster, painting) and how it aids 

 understanding. 

  a. The Mysterious Harris Burdick, by Chris VanAllsburg. 

  b. Interdisciplinary unit with art teacher. 

 6. @ Compare and contrast media sources, such as film and book versions of a story. 

 7. @ Understand the uses of technology (e.g., the Internet for research). 

  Internet source: United Streaming (for video clips and teacher units) 

 

C. Living with Media 

 

 1. @ Express and justify preferences for media choices. 

  a. Have students follow a given news story on television, radio, online and in the 

  newspaper. Have them explain their preference for which way they hear the news 
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  story. 

 2. Choose the most appropriate media for a presentation. 

 3. Use a rubric to evaluate the content of media presentations. 

 4. @ Examine and evaluate effects of media on the family, home, and school. 

  a. Use Media Literacy and Communication Skills, Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 

  b. See Teacher Resource Binder for additional activities related to Language Arts 

 Curriculum. 
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GRADE SEVEN 
@ = Library Media Support 

 

3.1 READING 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 7, students will: 

 

A. Concepts About Print/Text 

 

1. @ Identify and use common textual features (e.g., paragraphs, topic, sentence, index, 

glossary, table of contents) and graphic features, (e.g., charts, maps, diagrams) to 

comprehend information. 

2. Develop an understanding of the organizational structure of printed material (e.g. 

chronological, sequential, procedural text). 

3. @ Read for pleasure and enjoyment, developing a lifelong love of reading. 

 a. @ Maintain multi-genre classroom libraries to compliment Library Media Center 

 collection. 

 b. @ Encourage peer recommendations. 

 c. @ Share reading experiences through book talks. 

  *See Appendix for book suggestions. 

 d. @ Present age-appropriate book talks to students. 

 e. @ Schedule book selection time in Library Media Center. 

 

B. Phonological Awareness 

 

  No additional indicators at this grade level. 

 

C. Decoding and Word Recognition 

1. Distinguish among the spellings of homophones to determine meaning (e.g. cite, site, 

sight) 

a. Provide students with list of most commonly misused words. 

   *See Elements of Language Usage Glossary, Holt, Reinhart, Winston. 

b. Use student writing to generate a list of common student errors. 

2. Apply spelling rules and syllabication that aid in correct spelling. 

3. Continue to use structural analysis and context analysis to decode new words. 

 

D. Fluency 

 

1. Read aloud in selected texts reflecting understanding of the text and engaging the listener. 

a. Facilitate in literature circles 

b. Encourage outside reading on a regular basis. 

2. Read increasingly difficult texts silently with comprehension and fluency. 

3. Apply self-correcting strategies automatically to decode and gain meaning from print 

both orally and silently. 

4. Reread informational text for clarity. 

 

E. Reading Strategies (before, during, and after reading) 

 

1. Monitor reading for understanding by setting a purpose for reading, making and adjusting 

predictions, asking essential questions, and relating new learning to background 

experiences. 

a. Engage in teacher-student conferences. 

b. Elicit student responses regarding text. 
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2. Use increasingly complex text guides to understand different text structure and 

organizational patterns (e.g.chronological sequence or comparison and contrast). 

  (*See Addendum for sample graphic organizers) 

 

F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 

1. Develop an extended vocabulary through both listening and independent reading. 

a. Promote use of a vocabulary journal based on independent reading. 

2. Clarify word meanings through the use of a word‟s definition, example, restatement, or 

contrast. 

a. Teach basic analogous relationships. Refer to Sadlier-Oxford, Vocabulary 

Workshop. 

b. Utilize complimentary programs from The New York Times or Newspaper in 

Education programs from The Record. 

3. @ Clarify pronunciations, meanings, alternate word choice, parts of speech, and 

etymology of words using the dictionary, thesaurus, glossary, and technology resources. 

a. Utilize talking dictionary or graphic dictionary to illustrate meanings. 

b. Develop and enhance vocabulary development through the study of word roots 

(e.g., Greek and Latin roots). 

4. Expand reading vocabulary by identifying and correctly using idioms and words with 

literal and figurative meanings in their speaking and writing experiences. 

 

G. Comprehension Skills and Response to Text 

1. Speculate about text by generating literal and inferential questions. 

2. Distinguish between essential and nonessential information. 

3. @ Differentiate between fact, opinion, bias, and propaganda in newspapers, periodicals, 

and electronic texts. 

4. @ Articulate the purposes and characteristics of different genres. 

5. Analyze ideas and recurring themes found in texts, such as bravery, loyalty, friendship, 

and loneliness. 

a. Use fairy or folk tales to illustrate the concept of good vs. evil. 

6. Develop an awareness of a variety of perspectives on a single event, setting, character, 

personality, or topic as expressed by different authors. 

7. Locate and analyze the elements of setting, characterization, and plot to construct 

understanding of how characters influence the progression and resolution of the plot. 

a. Encourage the use of Post-It notes while reading to support interpretations. 

b. Differentiate learning by offering students opportunity to demonstrate 

understanding through the use of alternative assessments, i.e., posters, song 

lyrics, dioramas, etc. 

c. Promote online conversations with authors, peers, etc. 

8. Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and applying knowledge of the purpose, 

structure, and elements of nonfiction and providing support from the text as evidence of 

understanding. 

9. Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and applying knowledge of the theme, structure, 

style, and literary elements of fiction and providing support from the text as evidence of 

understanding. 

a. Model critical analysis of literary text. 

b. Write critical analysis of literary texts. 

   (*See addendum for alternate book reports.) 

10. Respond critically to text ideas and the author‟s craft by using textual evidence to support 

interpretations. 

a. Promote online conversation with authors, peers, etc. 
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11. Identify and analyze literary techniques and elements, such as figurative language, meter, 

rhetorical, and stylistic features of text. 

12. Identify and analyze recurring themes across literary works. 

13. Identify and understand the author‟s use of idioms, analogies, metaphors, and similes in 

prose and poetry. 

14. Compare and contrast the perspectives of authors in a variety of interdisciplinary works. 

a. Utilize Venn diagrams, T-charts, and other graphic organizers. 

   (*See addendum for graphic organizers) 

15. Interpret text ideas through journal writing, discussion, and enactment. 

16. Demonstrate the use of everyday texts (e.g., train schedules, directions, brochures) and 

make judgments about the importance of such documents. 

17. Interpret idiomatic expressions. 

a. Create visual metaphors to extend meaning. 

 

H. Inquiry and Research 

 

1. @ Produce written and oral work that demonstrates comprehension of informational 

materials (e.g., classroom newsletters, magazines, formal research papers). 

2. Analyze a work of literature, showing how it reflects the heritage, traditions, attitudes, 

and beliefs of its authors. 

3. @ Collect materials for a portfolio that reflect possible career choices. 

a. Participate in a Career Day in a school environment. 

b. Invite business professionals as guest speakers. 

c. Engage students in research to gain familiarity with different careers (read 

newspaper and magazine articles). 

4. @ Self-select materials appropriately related to a research project. 

5. Read and compare at least two works, including books, related to the same genre, topic, 

or subject and produce evidence of reading (e.g., compare central ideas, characters, 

themes, plots, settings). 

  *See Appendix for books related to Social Studies Curriculum. 

 

3.2 WRITING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 7, students will: 

 

A. Writing as a Process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, postwriting) 

 

1. Write stories or scripts with well-developed characters, setting, dialogue, clear conflict and 

resolution, and sufficient descriptive detail. 

2. Write multi-paragraph compositions that have clear topic development, logical organization, 

effective use of detail, and variety in sentence structure. 

3. Generate and narrow topics by considering purpose, audience, and form with a variety of 

strategies (e.g., graphic organizers, brainstorming, or technology-assisted processes). 

4. Revise and edit drafts by rereading for content and organization, usage, sentence construction, 

mechanics, and word choice. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of a scoring rubric to improve and evaluate writing. 

  a.   Review sample essays for models of various skill levels. (See addendum on  

  Rubrics) 

6. Compose, revise, edit, and publish writing using appropriate word processing software. 

7. Reflect on own writing, noting strengths, and setting goals for improvement. 

  a..Provide students with evaluative models of specific writing genres. 
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b. Have students examine their own writing with a critical eye paying attention 

to ideas, organization, structure, style and correctness. 

 

8. Develop and implement the standard Harvard outline as a writing strategy. 

 

B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or publication) 

 

1. Extend knowledge of specific characteristics, structures, and appropriate voice and tone of 

selected genres and use this knowledge in creating written work, considering the purpose, 

audience, and context of the writing. 

2. Write various types of prose, such as short stories, biographies, autobiographies, or memoirs that 

contain narrative elements. 

  a. Use models for discussion and analysis. 

  b. Provide excerpts that demonstrate exemplary use of details. 

3. @ Write reports and subject-appropriate nonfiction pieces across the curriculum based on 

research and including citations, quotations, and a works consulted page. 

  a. Require citation of sources for all expository writing where appropriate. 

      4.  Write a range of essays, including persuasive, speculative (picture prompt), descriptive, 

 personal, or issue based. 

 

C. Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting 

 

1. Use Standard English conventions in all writing, such as sentence structure, grammar and usage, 

 punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 

2. Use a variety of sentence types correctly, including combinations of independent and dependent 

clauses, prepositional and adverbial phrases, and varied sentence openings to develop a lively and 

effective personal style. 

  a. Provide direct instruction of grammar and opportunities for guided practice. 

  b. Provide frequent practice in analysis of syntax and diagramming sentences in order to  

  understand how words, phrases, and clauses function in relation to each other. 

  c. Expect the application of grammatical conventions to written work. 

3. Understand and use parallelism, including similar grammatical forms, to present items in a series 

or to organize ideas for emphasis. 

4. Experiment in using subordination, coordination, apposition, and other devices to indicate 

relationships between ideas. 

5. Use transition words to reinforce a logical progression of ideas. 

6. Edit writing for correct grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 

7. @ Use a variety of reference materials, such as a dictionary, thesaurus, grammar reference, and/or 

 internet/software resources to edit written work. 

8. @ Write legibly in manuscript or cursive to meet district standards. 

  a. Insist students write legibly and neatly and provide students with Self-Instruction in 

   Handwriting  

9. Distinguish between formal and informal language. 

 

D. Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes (exploring a variety of forms) 

 

1. Gather, select, and organize information appropriate to a topic, task, and audience. 

2. Apply knowledge and strategies for composing pieces in a variety of genres (e.g., narrative, 

expository, persuasive, poetic, and everyday/ workplace or technical writing). 

3. Write responses to literature and develop insights into interpretations by connecting to personal 

 experiences and referring to textual information. 
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4. Write personal narratives, short stories, memoirs, poetry, and persuasive and expository text that 

relate clear, coherent events or situations through the use of specific details. 

5. Use narrative and descriptive writing techniques that show compositional risks (e.g., dialogue, 

literary devices, sensory words and phrases, background information, thoughts and feelings of 

characters, and comparison and contrast of characters). 

6. @ Use primary and secondary sources to understand the value of each when writing a research 

report. 

7. @ Write reports based on research and include citations, quotations, and works consulted page. 

  a. @ Schedule research time in the Library Media Center. 

8. Explore the central idea or theme of an informational reading and support analysis with details 

from the article and personal experiences. (e.g., class discussions, journal writing, essays, etc) 

9. Demonstrate writing clarity and supportive evidence when answering open-ended and essay 

questions across the curriculum. 

  a. Require expository writing which reflects the Science, Math, and Social Studies 

   curriculum. 

10. State a position clearly in a persuasive essay by stating the issue, giving facts, examples and 

details to support the position, and citing sources when appropriate. 

  a. Provide practice for the development of a thesis statement. 

  b. Develop a thesis and maintain a single focus throughout the writing piece. 

11. Present evidence when writing persuasive essays, examples, and justification to support 

arguments. 

  a. Model the use of facts and statistics to support thesis. 

12. Choose an appropriate organizing strategy, such as cause/effect, pro and con, or parody to 

effectively present a topic, point of view, or argument. 

13. Develop the use of a personal style and voice effectively to support the purpose and engage the 

audience of a piece of writing. 

 a. Have students share examples of written work. 

 b. Incorporate peer evaluation. 

14. Maintain a collection of writing (e.g., a literacy folder, or a literacy portfolio). 

15. Review scoring criteria of relevant rubrics. 

 

3.3 SPEAKING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 7, students will: 

 

A. Discussion (small group and whole class) 
 1. Support a position, acknowledging opposing views. 

 2. Present ideas and opinions spontaneously in response to a topic or other speakers. 

 3. Apply rules for cooperative or whole class debate on a controversial issue. 

 4. Define group roles using consensus to ensure task is understood and completed. 

 5. Participate in an informal debate (e.g., small group discussion). 

 6. @ Respond orally to literature. 

 7. Participate in class discussions appropriately. 

 

B. Questioning (Inquiry) and Contributing 

 

 1. Paraphrase others‟ comments to clarify viewpoints. 

 2. Question to clarify others‟ opinions. 

 3. @ Talk with others to identify and explore issues and problems. 

 4. @ Solve a problem or understand a task through group cooperation. 

 

C. Word Choice 
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 1. Paraphrase, illustrate, clarify, and/or expand on a topic or idea. 

 2. Develop and use advanced vocabulary related to a topic. 

  a. Distinguish between the use of formal and informal language. 

 3. Use language that stimulates an audience‟s interest. 

 4. Incorporate varied sentence structure and correct grammar. 

 

D. Oral Presentation 

 

 1. Use writing to prompt discussion and enhance planning of formal and informal 

 presentations. 

 2. Use visual aids, media, and/or technology to support oral communication. 

 3. Give oral presentations to different audiences for various purposes, such as summaries 

 of books and articles, narratives, and persuasive topics. 

 4. Acknowledge the audience with eye contact and use appropriate verbal responses to 

 clarify questions and inquiries. 

 5. Incorporate peer feedback and teacher suggestions for revisions in content, 

 organization, and delivery. 

 6. Develop speaking techniques, including voice modulation, inflection, tempo, 

 enunciation, and eye contact for effective presentations. 

 7. Use a scoring rubric to prepare, evaluate, and improve the oral presentations of self and 

 others. 

 8. Read aloud with fluency. 

  a. Read frequently to students to model good practices. 

3.4 LISTENING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 7, students will: 

 

A. Active Listening 

 

1. Demonstrate active listening behaviors in a variety of situations (e.g., one-on-one or small 

group). 

2. @ Demonstrate active listening by analyzing information, ideas, and opinions to determine 

relevancy. 

3. Acknowledge the speaker through eye contact and use appropriate feedback and questions to 

clarify the speaker‟s message. 

  a. Provide peer responses to public speaking. 

4. @ Recognize persuasive techniques and credibility in oral communication. 

5. Listen to determine a speaker‟s purpose, attitude, and perspective. 

6. Use, when appropriate, criteria/rubric to evaluate oral presentations, such as purpose delivery 

techniques, content, visual aids, body language, and facial expressions. 

 

B. Listening Comprehension 

 

1. Interpret a speaker‟s verbal and nonverbal messages, purposes, and perspectives. 

2. Exhibit proficiency in integrating oral reading with listening, writing, and viewing. 

3. Critique information heard or viewed. 

4. Critique oral presentations using agreed-upon criteria for evaluation (e.g., rubric). 

5. Ask probing questions to elicit information, including evidence to support the speaker‟s 

claims and conclusions. 

6. Make inferences based on an oral report or presentation. 
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3.4 VIEWING AND MEDIA LITERACY 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 7, students will: 

 

A. Constructing Meaning 

 

1. @ Analyze aspects of print and electronic texts that support the author‟s point of view opinion, or 

attitude. 

  a. @ Provide opportunities to read and respond to editorials in newspaper. 

  b. @ Provide opportunities to evaluate the authority of print and electronic resources. 

2. Analyze the use of elements (e.g., setting plot, theme, characters) to understand media 

presentations, such as film, video, television, and theatrical productions. 

  a. Show film version of literature. 

3. Analyze and respond to visual and print messages (e.g., humor, irony, metaphor) and recognize 

how words, sounds, and still or moving images are used in each medium to convey the intended 

messages. 

4. @ Compare and contrast how the various forms of media (e.g. newspapers, radio, television, 

internet news outlets) cover the same topic. 

  a. Examine the differences in coverage among network, cable and newspaper’s coverage 

 of the same local news story. 

 

B. Visual and Verbal Messages 

 

1. Analyze and compare the pros and cons of visual and verbal advertising. 

2. @ Evaluate various media messages for credibility. 

  a. Research advertisements for accuracy. 

3. Develop criteria/rubric to judge the effectiveness of visual and verbal presentations. 

4. Make inferences based upon the content of still images. 

  a. Have students respond orally or in writing to picture prompts. 

5. @ Compare and contrast media sources, such as film and book versions of a story. 

a. Show film version of novel read in class. 

 

C. Living with Media 

 

1. @ Evaluate media forms, such as television, video, games, music, and film for content 

appropriateness (e.g. rating systems, rubric). 

2. @ Analyze media content for emotional effect on audience. 

3. @ Create media presentations and written reports, using multi-media resources such as an 

overhead projector, computer, and/or a tape recorder to communicate information. 

  a. Have students create a research-based PowerPoint presentation. 

 b. Have students create an interdisciplinary PowerPoint presentation. 
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GRADE EIGHT 
@ = Library Media Support 

 

3.1 READING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 8, students will:  

 

A. Concepts About Print/Text 
 

1. Identify and use organizational structures to comprehend information. (e.g., logical order, 

 comparison/contrast, cause/effect, chronological, sequential, procedural text). 

  a. Use Inspiration software to create concept maps, plot maps, etc. (see addendum for 

  additional examples) (see addendum for “Graphic Organizers”). 

2. @ Read for pleasure and enjoyment, developing a lifelong love of reading. 

  a. @ Maintain multi-genre classroom libraries to compliment the Library Media Center  

  collection. 

  b. @ Encourage peer recommendations. 

  c. @ Share reading experiences through book talks. 

  d. @ Present age-appropriate book talks to students. 

  e. @ Schedule book selection time in the Library Media Center. 

 

B. Phonological Awareness 

 

No additional indicators at this grade level. 

 

C. Decoding and Word Recognition 

 

1. Distinguish among the spellings of homophones to determine meaning (e.g. cite, site, sight). 

  a. Provide students with list of most commonly misused words. 

  b. Use student writing to generate a list of common student errors. 

2. Apply spelling and syllabication rules that aid in decoding and word recognition. 

3. Continue to use structural analysis and context analysis to decode new words. 

4. Apply knowledge of word structures and patterns to read with automaticity. 

 

D. Fluency 

 

1. Read grade-level text orally with high accuracy and appropriate pacing, intonation, and 

expression. 

a. Facilitate in literature circles. 

b. Encourage outside reading on a regular basis. 

2. Read increasingly difficult texts silently with comprehension and fluency. 

3. Apply self-correcting strategies automatically to decode and gain meaning from print both orally 

and silently. 

4. Adjust reading rate in response to the type of text and level of difficulty (e.g. recreational reading 

vs. informational reading). 

 

E. Reading Strategies (before, during, and after reading) 

 

1. Monitor reading for understanding by automatically setting a purpose for reading, making and 

adjusting predictions, asking essential questions, and relating new learning to background 

experiences. 

  a. Engage in teacher-student conferences. 
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  b. Elicit student responses regarding text. 

2. Use increasingly complex text guides to understand different text structure and organizational 

patterns (e.g. chronological sequence or comparison and contrast). 

 (*See sample graphic organizers.). 

F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 

 

1. Develop and refine an extended vocabulary through listening and exposure to a variety of texts 

and independent reading. 

a. Promote use of a vocabulary journal based on independent reading. 

 

2. Clarify word meanings through the use of a word‟s definition, example, restatement, or contrast. 

  a. Teach basic analogous relationships. Refer to Sadlier Oxford, Vocabulary 

  Workshop. 

  b. Utilize complimentary programs from The New York Times or Newspaper in 

  Education programs from The Record.. 

3. @ Clarify pronunciations, meanings, alternate word choice, parts of speech, and etymology of 

words using the dictionary, thesaurus, glossary, and technology resources. 

  a. Utilize talking dictionary or graphic dictionary to illustrate meanings. 

  b. Develop and enhance vocabulary development through the study of word roots (e.g., 

  Greek and Latin roots). 

4. Expand reading vocabulary by identifying and correctly using idioms and words with literal and 

figurative meanings in their speaking and writing experiences. 

5. Explain relationships between and among words including connotation/denotation, 

antonyms/synonyms, and words with multiple meanings. 

 

G. Comprehension Skills and Response to Text 

 

1. @ Differentiate between fact/opinion and bias and propaganda in newspapers, periodicals, and 

electronic texts. 

2. @ Compare and analyze several authors. perspectives of a character, personality, topic, setting, or 

event. 

  a. Implement shared book talks. 

  b. Facilitate literature circles. (*See Teacher Resource Books). 

3. Analyze ideas and recurring themes found in texts, such as good versus evil, across traditional 

and contemporary works. 

  a. Use fairy or folk tales to illustrate the concept of good vs. evil. 

4. Locate and analyze the elements of setting, characterization, and plot to construct understanding 

of how characters influence the progression and resolution of the plot. 

 (*See Literary Terms in Appendix.) 

5. Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and applying knowledge of the purpose, structure, and 

elements of nonfiction and providing support from the text as evidence of understanding. 

6. Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and applying knowledge of the theme, structure, style, 

and literary elements of fiction and providing support from the text as evidence of understanding. 

7. Respond critically to text ideas and the author‟s craft by using textual evidence to support 

interpretations. 

  a. Encourage the use of Post-It notes while reading to support interpretations. 

  b. Differentiate learning by offering students opportunity to demonstrate understanding 

  through the use of alternative assessments, i.e., posters, song lyrics, dioramas, etc. 

  c. Promote online conversations with authors, peers, etc. 

8. Identify and analyze literary techniques and elements, such as figurative language, meter, 

rhetorical, and stylistic features of text. 

9. Identify and analyze recurring themes across literary works. 



59 

 

  a. Model critical analysis of literary text. 

  b. Write critical analysis of literary texts. 

  (*See addendum for alternate book reports.) 

10. Read critically and analyze poetic forms (e.g., ballad, sonnet, couplet). 

  a. Create group poems. 

  b. Facilitate class poetry festival. 

  c. Organize a Poetry Slam. 

  d. Expose students to varied forms of poetry through use of Poetry 180 website – 

  www.loc.gov/poetry180. 

11. Identify and understand the author‟s use of idioms, analogies, metaphors, and similes in prose and 

poetry. 

12. Understand perspectives of authors in a variety of interdisciplinary works. 

13. Interpret text ideas through journal writing, discussion, and enactment. 

14. Demonstrate the use of everyday texts (e.g., train schedules, directions, brochures) and make 

judgments about the importance of such documents. 

15. Compare and analyze the various works of writers through an author‟s study. 

a. Encourage communication with popular young adult authors. 

 

H. Inquiry and Research 

 

1. @ Produce written and oral work that demonstrates comprehension of informational materials 

(e.g., classroom newsletters, magazines, formal research papers). 

2. Analyze a work of literature, showing how it reflects the heritage, traditions, attitudes, and beliefs 

of its authors. 

3. @ Collect materials for a portfolio that reflect personal career choices. 

  a. Participate in a Career Day in a school environment. 

  b. Invite business professionals as guest speakers. 

  c. @ Engage students in research to gain familiarity with different careers (read   

  newspaper and magazine articles). 

  d. Model a business letter, cover letter, and résumé in response to want ad. 

4. @ Self-select materials appropriately related to a research project. 

5. Read and compare at least two works, including books, related to the same genre, topic, or subject 

and produce evidence of reading (e.g., compare central ideas, characters, themes, plots, settings). 

 (*See Appendix for books related to Social Studies Curriculum.) 

 

3.2  WRITING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 

A. Writing as a Process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, postwriting) 

 

1. Write stories or scripts with well-developed characters, setting, dialogue, clear conflict and 

resolution, and sufficient descriptive detail. 

2. Write multi-paragraph compositions that have clear topic development, logical organization, 

effective use of detail, and variety in sentence structure. 

3. Generate and narrow topics by considering purpose, audience, and form with a variety of 

strategies (e.g., graphic organizers, brainstorming, technology-assisted processes). 

4. Revise and edit drafts by rereading for content and organization, usage, sentence construction, 

mechanics, and word choice. 

5. Utilize the New Jersey Registered Holistic scoring rubric to improve and evaluate their writing 

and the writing of peers. 

  a. Review sample essays for models of various skill levels. (*See addendum on Rubrics). 
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6. Compose, revise, edit, and publish writing using appropriate word processing software. 

7. Reflect on own writing, noting strengths and setting goals for improvement. 

  a. Provide students with evaluative models of specific writing genres. 

  b. Have students examine their own writing with a critical eye paying attention to ideas, 

  organization, structure, style and correctness. 

8. Develop and implement the standard Harvard outline as a writing strategy. 

 

B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or publication) 

 

1. Extend knowledge of specific characteristics, structures, and appropriate voice and tone of 

selected genres and use this knowledge in creating written work, considering the purpose, 

audience, and context of the writing. 

2. Write various types of prose, such as short stories, biographies, autobiographies, or memoirs that 

contain narrative elements. 

  a. Use models for discussion and analysis. 

  b. Provide excerpts that demonstrate exemplary use of details. 

 

3. @ Write reports and subject-appropriate nonfiction pieces across the curriculum based on 

research and including citations, quotations, and a works cited page. 

  a. Require citation of sources for all expository writing where appropriate. 

4. Write a range of essays, including persuasive, speculative (picture prompt), descriptive, personal, 

or issue based. 

 

C. Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting 

 

1. Use Standard English conventions in all writing, such as sentence structure, grammar and usage, 

 punctuation, capitalization, spelling. 

2. Use a variety of sentence types correctly, including combinations of independent and dependent 

clauses, prepositional and adverbial phrases, and varied sentence openings to develop a lively and 

effective personal style. 

  a. Provide direct instruction of grammar and opportunities for guided practice. 

  b. Provide frequent practice in analysis of syntax and diagramming sentences in order to  

  understand how words, phrases, and clauses function in relation to each other. 

  c. Expect the application of grammatical conventions in written work. 

3. Understand and use parallelism, including similar grammatical forms, to present items in a series 

or to organize ideas for emphasis. 

4. Refine the use of subordination, coordination, apposition, and other devices to indicate 

relationships between ideas. 

5. Use transition words to reinforce a logical progression of ideas. 

6. Edit writing for correct grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 

7. @ Use a variety of reference materials, such as a dictionary, thesaurus, grammar reference, and/or 

 internet/software resources to edit written work. 

8. @ Write legibly in manuscript or cursive to meet district standards. 

9. Distinguish between formal and informal language. 

 

D. Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes (exploring a variety of forms) 

 

1. Gather, select, and organize the most effective information appropriate to a topic, task and 

audience. 

2. Apply knowledge and strategies for composing pieces in a variety of genres (e.g. narrative, 

expository, persuasive, poetic, and everyday/ workplace or technical writing). 

3. Write responses to literature and develop insights into interpretations by connecting to personal 



61 

 

experiences and referring to textual information. 

 

4. Write personal narratives, short stories, memoirs, poetry, and persuasive and expository text that 

relate clear, coherent events, or situations through the use of specific details. 

5. Use narrative and descriptive writing techniques that show compositional risks (e.g. dialogue, 

literary devices sensory words and phrases, background information, thought and feelings of 

characters, comparison and contrast of characters.) 

6. @ Use a variety of primary and secondary sources to understand the value of each when writing a 

research report. 

7. @ Write reports based on research and include citations, quotations, and works cited page. 

  a. @ Utilize the MLA research paper format, in accordance with Northern Valley High 

  School expectations. 

  b. @ Schedule research time in the Library Media Center. 

8. Explore the central idea or theme of an informational reading and support analysis with details 

from the article and personal experiences. 

9. Demonstrate writing clarity and supportive evidence when answering open-ended and essay 

questions across the curriculum. 

10. State a position clearly in a persuasive essay by stating the issue, giving facts, examples and 

details to support the position, and citing sources when appropriate. 

  a. Provide practice for the development of a thesis statement. 

  b. Develop a thesis and maintain a single focus throughout the writing piece. 

11. Present evidence when writing persuasive essays, examples, and justification to support 

arguments. 

  a. Model the use of facts and statistics to support thesis. 

12. Choose an appropriate organizing strategy, such as cause/effect, pro and con, or parody to 

effectively present a topic, point of view, or argument. 

13. Develop the use of a personal style and voice effectively to support the purpose and engage the 

audience of a piece of writing. 

  a. Have students share examples of written work. 

  b. Incorporate peer evaluation. 

14. Maintain a collection of writing (e.g., a literacy folder, or a literacy portfolio). 

15. Review scoring criteria of relevant rubrics. 

 

3.3 SPEAKING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 

A. Discussion (small group and whole class) 

 

1. Support a position, acknowledging opposing views. 

2. Present ideas and opinions spontaneously in response to a topic or other speakers. 

3. Apply rules for cooperative or whole class debate on a controversial issue. 

4. Define group roles using consensus to ensure task is understood and completed. 

5. Participate in a formal debate (e.g., panel discussion). 

6. @ Respond orally to literature. 

7. Participate in class discussion appropriately. 

 

B. Questioning (Inquiry) and Contributing 

 

A. Paraphrase others‟ comments to clarify viewpoints. 

B. Question to clarify others‟ opinions. 
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C. @ Integrate relevant information regarding issues and problems from group discussions and 

interviews for reports, issues, projects, debates, and oral presentations. 

C. @ Solve a problem or understand a task through group cooperation. 

 

D. Word Choice 

 

1. Paraphrase, illustrate, clarify, and/or expand on a topic or idea. 

2. Develop and use advanced vocabulary related to a topic. 

3. Use language that stimulates an audience‟s interest. 

4. Incorporate varied sentence structure and correct grammar. 

 

E. Oral Presentation 

 

1. Use writing to prompt discussion and enhance planning of formal and informal presentations. 

2. Use visual aids, media, and/or technology to support oral communication. 

F. Give oral presentations to different audiences for various purposes, such as summaries of books 

and articles, narratives, and persuasive topics, research projects, and extemporaneous/impromptu, 

dramatic speeches. 

G. Acknowledge the audience with eye contact and use appropriate verbal responses to clarify 

questions and inquiries. 

3. Incorporate peer feedback and teacher suggestions for revisions in content, organization, and 

delivery. 

4. Use speaking techniques, including voice modulation, inflection, tempo, enunciation, and eye 

contact, for effective presentations. 

5. Use a scoring rubric to prepare, evaluate, and improve the oral presentations of self and others. 

6. Read aloud with fluency. 

A. Read frequently to model good practices. 

 

3.4  LISTENING 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 

A.  Active Listening 

 

1. Demonstrate active listening behaviors in a variety of situations (e.g., one-on-one or small group). 

 a.. Engage students in motivational activities that require active listening. 

2. @ Demonstrate active listening by analyzing information, ideas, and opinions to determine 

relevancy. 

3. Acknowledge the speaker through eye contact and use appropriate feedback and questions to 

clarify the speaker‟s message. 

  a. Provide peer responses to public speaking. 

4. @ Recognize persuasive techniques and credibility in oral communication. 

5. Listen to determine a speaker‟s purpose, attitude, and perspective. 

6. Use, when appropriate, criteria/rubric to evaluate oral presentations, such as purpose delivery 

techniques, content, visual aids, body language, and facial expressions. 

 

   

 

    B.   Listening Comprehension 

 

1. Interpret a speaker‟s verbal and nonverbal messages, purposes, and perspectives. 

2. Exhibit proficiency in integrating oral reading with listening, writing, and viewing. 
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3. Critique information heard or viewed. 

4. Critique oral presentations using agreed-upon criteria for evaluation (e.g., rubric). 

5. Ask probing questions to elicit information, including evidence to support the speaker‟s claims 

and conclusions. 

6. Paraphrase a speaker‟s purpose and point of view. 

7. Make inferences based on an oral report or presentation. 

 

 

3.5  VIEWING AND MEDIA LITERACY 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 

      A. Constructing Meaning 

 

1. @ Analyze aspects of print and electronic texts that support the author‟s point of view opinion, or 

attitude. 

  a. Provide opportunities to read and respond to editorials in newspaper. 

2. @ Analyze the use of elements (e.g., setting plot, theme, characters) to understand media 

presentations, such as film, video, television, and theatrical productions. 

  a. @ Show film version of literature. 

  b. @ Provide opportunities to evaluate the authority of print and electronic resources. 

3. Analyze and respond to visual and print messages (e.g. humor, irony, metaphor) and recognize 

how words, sounds, and still or moving images are used in each medium to convey the intended 

messages. 

4. @ Compare and contrast how the various forms of media (e.g. newspapers, radio, television, 

internet news outlets) cover the same topic. 

      B. Visual and Verbal Messages 

 

1. Analyze and compare the pros and cons of visual and verbal advertising. 

2. @ Evaluate various media messages for credibility. 

3. Develop criteria/rubric to judge the effectiveness of visual and verbal presentations 

4. Make inferences based upon the content of still images. 

  a. Have students respond orally or in writing to picture prompts. 

5. @ Compare and contrast media sources, such as film and book versions of a story. 

  a. Show film version of novel read in class. 

 

C. Living with Media 

 

1. @ Evaluate media forms, such as television, video, games, music, and film for content 

appropriateness (e.g., rating systems, rubric). 

2. @ Analyze media content for emotional effect on audience. 

3. @ Create media presentations and written reports, using multi-media resources such as an 

overhead projector, computer, and/or a tape recorder to communicate information. 

  a. Have students create a research-based PowerPoint presentation. 

  b. Have students create an interdisciplinary PowerPoint presentation. 
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APPENDIX A 

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS 

 
Grades K – 2 Authors for Read Alouds 

 

Aliki     Freeman, Don     Martin, Bill, Jr. 

Asch, Frank    Gackenback, Dick    Mayer, Mercer 

Brett, Jan    Gibbons, Gail     Parish, Peggy 

Brown, Marc    Henkes, Kevin     Polacco, Patricia 

Bunting, Eve    Hoban, Lillian     Rey, H.A. 

Burton, Virginia Lee   Hoff, Sid     Russo, Marisabina 

Carle, Eric    Highes, Shirley    Rylant, Cynthia 

DePaola, Tommie   Keats, Ezra Jack    Sendak, Maurice 

Cameron, Ann    Kline, Suzy    Seuss, Dr. 

Christelow, Eileen   Kraus, Robert     Shannon, George 

Crews, Donald    Lionni, Leo     Steig, William 

Ehlert, Lois   Lobel, Arnold     Stevenson, James 

Emberley, Barbara   McCully, Emily Arnold   Wells, Rosemary 

Emberley, Ed    McPhail, David    Westcott, Nadine Bernard 

Flack, Marjorie    Maestro, Betsy and Giulio   Winthrop, Elizabeth 

Fox, Mem    Marshall, James    Zolotow, Charlotte 

 

Fourth Grade Favorite Authors for Read Alouds 

 

Judy Blume    Beverly Cleary 

Andrew Clements   Sharon Creech 

Paula Danziger    Jean Fritz 

Marguerite Henry   Laura Ingalls Wilder 

Lois Lowry    Patricia MacLachlan 

Gary Paulsen    Richard Peck 

Patricia Polacco   Louis Sachar 

Jerry Spinelli    E.B. White 

 

Third and Fourth Grade Suggested Read Aloud Books  

 

Title     Author 

 

A Long Way From Chicago  Richard Peck 

A Taste of Blackberries   Doris Buchanan Smith 

A to Z Mysteries   Ron Roy 

A View From Saturday   E.L. Konigsburg 

A Year Down Yonder   Richard Peck 

Amber Brown Series   Paula Danziger 

Because of Winn Dixie   DiCamillo 

Bud, Not Buddy   Christopher Paul Curtis 

Bud, Not Buddy   Curtis 

Bunnicula    James and Deborah Howe 

Caddie Woodlawn   Carol Ryrie Brink 

Castle in the Attic   Elizabeth Winthrop 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Roald Dahl 

Charlotte‟s Web   E.B. White 

Chocolate Fever   Robert Kimmel Smith 
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Courage of Sara Noble   Alice Dalgliesch 

Everything on a Waffle   Polly Horvath 

Third and Fourth Grade Suggested Read Aloud Books-continued 

 

Henry and Risby   Beverly Cleary 

Hoboken Chicken Emergency  Pinkwater 

Holes Louis    Sachar 

How to Eat Fried Worms  Thomas Rockwell 

Indian in the Cupboard   Lynne Reid Banks 

James and the Giant Peach  Roald Dahl 

Magic Treehouse Series  Mary Pope Osborne 

Matilda    Roald Dahl 

Molly‟s Pilgrim   Barbara Cohen 

Mr. Popper‟s Penguins   Richard and Florence Atwater 

Muggie Maggie    Beverly Cleary 

Polar Express    Chris Van Allsburg 

Ralph S. Mouse   Beverly Cleary 

Ramona Series    Beverly Cleary 

Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry  Mildred D. Taylor 

Sarah, Plain and Tall   Patricia McLaughlin 

Secret Soldier    Ann McGovern 

Shiloh     Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 

Stone Fox    John Reynolds Gardiner 

Stuart Little    E.B. White 

Surviving the Applewhites  Stephanie S. Tolan 

Tale of Despereaux   DiCamillo 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing Judy Blume 

The BFG    Roald Dahl 

The Big Wave    Pearl S. Buck 

The Hundred Dresses   Eleanor Estes 

The Kite Fighters   Park 

The Phantom Tollbooth   Norton Juster 

The Return of the Indian  Lynne Reid Banks 

The Secret Indian   Lynne Reid Banks 

The Sweetest Fig   Chris Van Allsburg 

The Tree Girl    T.A. Barron 

The Twenty-One Balloons  William Pène du Bois 

The Twits    Roald Dahl 

The Witches    Roald Dahl 

The Wretched Stone   Chris Van Allsburg 

Time Wrap Trio   John Scieszka 

Two Bad Ants    Chris Van Allsburg 

Wayside School Series   Louis Sacher 

Weasel     DeFelice 

Where the Red Fern Grows  Wilson Rawls 

 

Suggested Magazines 

 

Calliope World History for Kids, Cobblestone Publishing 

Cobblestone: The History Magazine for Young People, Cobblestone Publishing 

Cricket, Carus Publishing, www.cricketmag.com 

Faces: People, Places and Culture, Cobblestone Publishing 
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Literary Cavalcade, Scholastic 

Muse, Carus Publishing, www.cricketmag.com 

New Moon 

Ranger Rick, National Wildlife Foundation 

Smithsonian, The Smithsonian Institute 

Sport Illustrated for Kids, Time Inc. 

Suggested Magazines - continued 

 

Time For Kids, Time Inc. 

The Weekly Reader, Scholastic 

Wildlife Conservation, International Wildlife Park 

Zillions: Consumer Reports for Kids, Consumers Union 

 

Touchstone Text - Literature to Support Writing 

 

Main Characters Who Write 

 

Amelia‟s Notebook    Moss 

Anastasia Krupnik    Lowry 

Celia‟s Island Journal Thaxter,   Krupinski 

Dear Annie     Caseley 

Dear Willie Rudd    Gray 

Donavan‟s Word Jar    DeGross 

Harriet the Spy     Fitzhugh 

How to Get Famous in Brooklyn  Hest 

Jamaica Louise James    Hest 

Jazmine‟s Notebook    Grimes 

My Stories by Hildy Calpurnia Rose  Gottleib 

Nothing Ever Happens on 90th Street  Schotter 

Sister      Greenfield 

The Private Notebook of Katie Roberts  Hest 

Under the Sunday Tree    Greenfield 

 

Poetry 

 

All the Small Poems    Worth 

Brown Angels     Myers 

Gathering the Sun    Ada 

Honey, I Love     Greenfield 

I Live in Music     Shange 

Jar of Tiny Stars    edited by Cullinan 

Laughing Tomatoes    Alarcon 

Nathaniel Talking    Greenfield 

Night on Neighborhood Street   Greenfield 

Poetry for Children    Robert Frost 

Salting the Ocean    Shihab-Nye 

The Place My Words Are Looking For  Janeczko 

The Tree is Older Than You Are  Shihab Nye 

This Place I Know: Poems of Comfort  Heard 

Under the Sunday Tree    Greenfield 

Waiting to Waltz    Rylant 

 

http://www.cricketmag.com/
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Memoir 

 

26 Fairmount Avenue    dePaola 

A Chair for My Mother    Williams 

Angel to Angel     Myers 

Best Wishes     Rylant 

Here We All Are    dePaola 

Just Like Me     Rohmer 

Just Us Women    Caines 

My Little Island    Lessac 

Memoir – continued 

 

On My Way     dePaola 

Shortcut     Crews 

The Relatives Came    Rylant 

The Writing Bug    Hopkins 

What a Year     dePaola 

What You Know First    MacLachlan 

When I Was Five    Howard 

When I Was Little    Igus 

When I Was Young in the Mountains  Rylant 

 

Reflective Writing 

 

Appalachia     Rylant 

Night on Neighborhood Street   Greenfield 

Skytree     Thomas Locker 

The Thirteen Moon Series   George 

The Tortilla Factory    Paulsen 

 

Moments Remembered 

 

Miz Berlin Walks    Yolen 

Owl Moon     Yolen 

Sweet Magnolia    Knoll 

Sweet, Sweet Memory    Woodson 

The Moon was the Best    Zolotow 

The Other Side     Woodson 

This Quiet Lady    Zolotow 

What You Know First    MacLachlan 

 

Changing Point of View 

 

Everybody Needs a Rock   Baylor 

I‟m in Charge of Celebrations   Baylor 

Katya‟s Book of Mushrooms   Arnold 

Safari Beneath the Sea: The Wonderful World 

Of the North Pacific Coast   Swanson 

Table Where Rich People Sit   Baylor 

The Goodnight Circle    Lesser 

The Other Way to Listen   Baylor 

The Ruined House    Manning 
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Winter Whale     Ryder 

 

Non-Narrative Nonfiction 

 

A City Under the Sea    Wu 

A Drop of Water    Wick 

And Then There Was One   Arnosky 

Chuck Close Up Close    Greenberg 

Earth, The Elements    Robbins 

Hurricanes: Earth‟s Mightiest Storms  Lauber 

Oh Yuck! The Encylopedia of Everything Nasty Masaff 

Planet Earth Inside Out    Gibbons 

The City that Never Sleeps   Cerullo 

Volcanoes and Earthquakes (Discoveries Series) Moores 

Grade 3 and 4 - Suggested Books for Genre Studies 

 

Fantasy 

 

George‟s Marvelous Medicine   Roald Dahl 

Matilda     Roald Dahl 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe  CS Lewis 

 

Historical Fiction 

 

Sarah, Plain and Tall    Patricia MacLachlin 

The Little House Books   Laura Ingalls Wilder 

Time Warp Trio    John Sciezka 

Weasel      Cynthia DeFelize 

 

Mysteries A-Z 

 

Encyclopedia Brown    Donald J. Sobol 

Harriet the Spy     Louise Fitzhugh 

Sammy Keyes     Wendelin VanDraamen 

 

Realistic Fiction 

 

Song of the Trees    Mildred Taylor 

The Amazing Days of Abbey Hayes 

The Midnight Fox    Betsy Byars 

 

Short Stories 

 

Every Living Thing    Cynthia Rylant 

Sideways Stories from Wayside School  Louis Sachar 

 

Folktales 

 

American Tall Tales Mary   Pope Osbourne 

Just So Stories     Rudyard Kipling 

 

Fairy Tales 
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Brother‟s Grimm 

Hans Christian Anderson 

The True Story of the Three Little Pigs John Sciezka 

 

Fables 

 

Aesop‟s Fables 

Squids will be Squids    John Sciezka 

 

Plays 

 

James and the Giant Peach   Adapted from Roald Dahl 

Staf Sisters     Joseph Bruchac 

Toad of Toad Hall    AA Milne 

 

 

 

Poetry 

 

A Light in the Attic    Shel Silverstein 

Wham! A Poetry    Jam Holbrook 

Where the Sidewalk Ends   Shel Silverstein 

 

Suggested Grade Level Readings - Grade 5 

 

Read-Aloud or Shared Texts 

 

Because of Winn Dixie    Kate DiCamillo 

Bridge to Terabithia    Katherine Paterson 

Call It Courage     Armstrong Sperry 

Flying Solo     Ralph Fletcher 

Journey to America    Sonia Levitin 

Lafcadio     Shel Silverstein 

The Big Wave     Pearl S. Buck 

The Great Gilly Hopkins   Katherine Paterson 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe C.S. Lewis 

The Real Thief,    William Steig 

The Sign of the Beaver    Elizabeth George Speare 

The War With Grandpa    Robert Kimmel Smith 

The Witches     Roald Dahl 

Waiting for Anya    Michael Morpurgo 

Zeely      Virginia Hamilton 

 

Suggested Grade Level Readings - Grade 6 

 

A Long Way From Chicago   Richard Peck 

A Single Shard     Linda Sue Park 

A Year Down Yonder    Richard Peck 

Adam of the Road    Elizabeth Gray 

Catherine Called Birdy    Karen Cushman 

Children of the Dust Days   Karen Mueller Cooms 
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Door in the Wall    Marguerite de Angeli 

Egypt Game     Zilpha Snyder 

Golden Goblet     Eloise McGraw 

Green Angel     Alice Hoffman 

Holes      Louis Sachar 

Island of the Blue Dolphins   Scott O‟Dell 

Joyful Noise     Paul Fleischman 

Julie of the Wolves    Jean C. George 

Lily‟s Crossing     Patricia Reilly Giff 

Nory Ryan‟s Song    Patricia R. Giff 

Out of the Dust     Karen Hesse 

The American Plague    Jim Murphy 

The Good Fights    Stephen E. Ambrose 

The House With A Clock in Its Walls  John Bellairs 

When Zachary Beaver Came to Town  Kimberly Willis Holt 
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Suggested Grade Level Readings – Grades 7 and 8 

 

General 

 

A Christmas Carol    Charles Dickens 

A Day No Pigs Would Die   Robert Newton Peck 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn   Betty Smith 

And Then There Were None   Agatha Christie 

Animal Farm     George Orwell 

Black Beauty     Anna Sewall 

Call of the Wild/White Fang   Jack London 

Daniel‟s Story     Carol Matas 

Ella Enchanted Gail    Carson Levine 

Freak the Mighty    Rodman Philbrick 

Hatchet     Gary Paulsen 

Holes      Louis Sachar 

I Am the Cheese    Robert Cormier 

Kit‟s Wilderness    David Almond 

Lord of the Flies    William Golding 

Monster Walter    Dean Myers 

October Sky     Homer Hickam 

Of Mice and Men    John Steinbeck 

Old Man and the Sea    Ernest Hemingway 

One Fat Summer    Robert Lipsyte 

Rascal      Sterling North 

Rebecca     Daphne DuMaurier 

Soldier‟s Heart     Gary Paulsen 

Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes   Chris Crutcher 

Tangerine     Edward Bloor 

Tender      Valerie Hobbs 

The Cage     Ruth Minsky Sender 

The Chocolate War    Robert Cormier 

The Contender     Robert Lipsyte 

The Giver     Lois Lowry 

The Hobbit     Tolkien 

The House on Mango Street   Sandra Cisneros 

The Moves Make the Man   Bruce Brooks 

The Outsiders     S.E. Hinton 

The Pearl     John Steinbeck 

The Pigman     Paul Zindel 

The Princess Bride    William Goldman 

The Star Fisher     Lawrence Yep 

The Trouble with Lemons   Daniel Hayes 

The Wave     Todd Strasser 

To Kill a Mockingbird    Harper Lee 

Travel Team     Mike Lupica 

Tuesdays with Morrie    Mitch Albom 

When Zachary Beaver Came to Town  Kimberly Willis Holt 

Where the Red Fern Grows   Wilson Rawls 
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COMPONENTS OF BALANCED LITERACY (READING 3.1, WRITING 3.2) 

 

Balanced Literacy is an approach to reading and writing instruction that combines language and literature 

rich activities aimed at enhancing meaning, understanding, and the love of language with explicit teaching 

skills as needed to develop fluency associated with proficient readers and writers. 

 

Independent Reading 

 

During independent reading time, children will read books of their own choosing. This reading will be 

silent, save for emergent and beginning readers. Children may be reading alone or with a partner. This 

sustained reading time enhances stamina. The time allotted will increase as they progress. 

 

Interactive Read Aloud 

 

Reading aloud to the class is an integral part of our literacy program at every grade level. Over the course 

of each day, teachers read aloud several different times and for several different purposes. Read aloud 

times may be extended by accountable book talk, which will probably involve the whole class talking 

together and may also involve small groups or partners talking together about the read aloud text. The 

read aloud can be an effective way to teach retelling and the elements of story. 

 Step One: Decide on the purpose of the read aloud. 

 Step Two: Find a text that suits that particular purpose and read it before presenting it to the class. 

 Step Three: Plan for places to stop, think, and talk. 

 

Word Work 

 

Teachers support students as they work with letters, letter recognition, sound/symbol correspondence, 

word recognition, word building, word solving, and spelling patterns. This word work will also be woven 

into shared reading, interactive writing, the writing workshop and independent reading. 

 

Phonemic Awareness 

 

Refers to the ability to blend sounds together to form spoken words and the ability to break spoken words 

into their constituent sounds. Phonemic awareness is necessary in order for children to use their letter-

sound knowledge as they read and write. Phonemic awareness is the beginning of literacy. 

 

Phonics 

 

Refers to sound-letter correspondences and to children‟s abilities to word solve as readers and as writers. 

In a phonics lesson, children are explicitly taught something, perhaps information about sound-letter 

correspondence, onsets (consonant<s> preceding the vowel in a word), rimes (from the vowel to the end 

of the word), spelling patterns, contractions, possessives, or the like. Then children use this explicit 

teaching in multilevel activities. 

 

Shared Reading 

 

Young children need experience doing reading work together with an experienced reader. Students 

reading together with the teacher is called shared reading. During this time of the day, all eyes are on one 

shared text, and students can feel what it is like to read; they can get one step closer to being able to 

practice reading on their own. Supported by the classroom reading community, children experience what 

it is to function like strong readers and, meanwhile, learn to integrate the skills and strategies that 

constitute reading as they experience a text together. During this time, we teach children to read class 
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songs, poems, nursery rhymes, big books, texts we‟ve written together, and other writing that eventually 

becomes familiar to our students. 

 

 

 

Independent Writing/Writing Workshop 

 

Children spend an allotted period of time each day invested in their own writing. Children have an 

opportunity to write stories on a regular basis. During the work time and opportunity will be provided for 

children to share their writing. 

 

Interactive Writing 

 

Interactive writing is the time in the balanced literacy framework when the teacher shares the task of 

composing a written message with the children. It demonstrates proficient writing and provides an 

opportunity to expose the children to different genres. Several times a week, the children and teacher 

work together for ten or fifteen minutes to coauthor a very brief text on the easel. This may include 

“sharing the pen”-children come up to write letters, words n the easel/chart paper. The class, meanwhile, 

might be writing on wipe-off boards. This activity allows teachers to highlight features of written 

language and aspects of the writing process. The texts written during interactive writing are very short, 

especially early in the year. Often, the text may be a single sentence, or it may even be one word that will 

be used as a label for the classroom. The children may suggest the topic and/or content of the text that 

will be written interactively. Some possibilities for topics include the following: personal news that one 

child offers, information gained through the study of a topic, a list of items, a message, poems, letters. 

 

Grade Six Cross-Content Study Skills Curriculum 

 

I. Managing Time 

 

A. Use of an assignment pad, recording short and long-term assignments 

B. Planning for short and long-term assignments 

C. Prioritizing 

 

II. Creating an Effective Study Environment 

 

A. Learning differences 

B. Study vs. written assignments 

 

III. Organizing Materials 

 

A. Strategies (Suggested strategies: color coding; use of folders; notebook types) 

B. Locker organization (Suggested strategies: time of day; partitions) 

 

IV. Identifying and Utilizing the Parts of a Nonfiction Book or Textbook 

 

A. Components 

 

1. Title page 

2. Copyright Page 

3. Table of Contents 

4. Glossary 

5. Appendix 
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6. Bibliography/References 

7. Index 

 

B. Structure of a Textbook 

 

1. Chapter headings 

2. Subtitles 

3. Bold faced vocabulary (Suggested strategies: preview a text chapter) 

 

V. Organizing Information/Note Taking Strategies 

 

A. Locating main ideas, sub-topics, and supporting details. 

B. Extracting key words and phrases. 

 

1. Skimming 

2. Scanning 

 

C. Graphic Organizers for Organization (Suggested strategies: use “Inspiration” software; 

 Webs; Sequence Chain; Main Idea Tables, Fishbone; Charts [see samples]) 

 

D. Outlining Skills 

 

E. Formal Outline: Main idea, subtopic, and details. (Suggested Strategies: Use standard outline 

format [see template]) 

1. Informal Outline (Bulleting) 

 

VI. Accessing Information 

 

A. Organization/Sections of the Library (Suggested Strategies: Library orientation by Library/Media 

Specialist) 

1. Sections 

a. Nonfiction 

b. Biography 

c. Reference 

d. Fiction 

e. Audio Visual 

2. Arrangement Within Sections 

a. Dewey Decimal System 

b. Alternate Forms (i.e., Library of Congress) 

B. Location Methods 

1. Card Catalog and Searching Strategies 

2. Electronic Card Catalog and Searching Strategies 

C. Reference Sources 

1. Encyclopedias (print and electronic) 

2. Almanacs 

3. Atlas 

4. Dictionaries 

5. Periodicals (Magazines), Index 

6. Quotation Sources 

7. Web Sites 

a. Format 

b. Credibility 
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D. Evaluation of Sources 

1. Relevance 

2. Time Appropriate 

3. Multiple Sources 

4. Authority 

 

VII. Documenting Sources for Research 

A. Plagiarism 

B. Appropriate Citations  

 

 

 

 

VIII. Processing Information 

A. Graphic Organizers (Charts, Venn Diagrams, etc.) 

B. Mnemonic Devices 

C. Discussion 

D. Study Groups 

E. SQ3R (Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review) 

1. Steps for Memorizing (understand, associate, visualize, recite, overlearn, review) 

F. Study Devices (flash cards; recording information, etc.) 

 

IX. Interpreting Information 

 

 A. Fact vs. Opinion 

 B. Graphs 

 C. Charts 

 D. Tables 

 E. Diagrams 

 G. Schedules 

 

X. Learning Test Taking Strategies 

 

A. Planning 

B. Skim, Review and Study Notes; Self Assessment 

C. Strategies for Different Test Forms 
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New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for  

Technological Literacy 

INTRODUCTION  

The Vision  

 

Technology, any modification of the natural world designed by human beings to solve human 

problems, enhance human life, or extend human capability, was identified by the United States 

Department of Labor as an essential workplace competency in a 1992 report called the 

Secretary‟s Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS). SCANS stated that students 

should be able to select equipment and tools, apply technology to specific tasks, and maintain and 

troubleshoot equipment. The Department of Education recognized its importance by including 

technology in the original cross-content workplace readiness standards. In keeping with today‟s 

technological society, technological literacy has been further emphasized by its inclusion as a 

separate standards area which focuses on both computer and information literacy and technology 

education.  

Technology is evolving at an amazing rate, with both frequent advancements of existing 

technology and the creation of new technologies. All students must understand and be 

comfortable with the concepts and application of technology, not only in order to function in 

today‟s complex society, but also to become informed and productive adults of tomorrow.  

 

Computer and Information Literacy  
 

Computer and information literacy, which supports skills in information-gathering, information-

organizing, and problem solving, has become critical for every student whether college- or 

workplace-bound. Colleges and employers are now demanding that students and employees 

possess a broad range of computer and information literacy proficiencies. More and more retail 

purchasing is being done on-line every year, and all but the most menial of positions now require 

a significant understanding of computer and information literacy. To ensure that students are 

computer literate, a separate standard that defines rigorous, in-depth learning has been included. 

The computer and information literacy standard is designed to be integrated and applied in all of 

the content areas of the Core Curriculum Content Standards.  

 

Technology Education  
 

The technology education standard was developed to ensure the literacy needed by all students to 

succeed in a highly technological world. Business and industry has clearly stated the need for 

technological skills in the workplace of the 21st Century.  

This standard is based on the Standards for Technological Literacy (STL): Content for the Study of 

Technology (ITEA, 2000), developed as part of the National Science Foundation (NSF)/National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) funded by the Technology for All Americans (TfAA) 

project.  

A study by DeKlerk has found that students form negative attitudes about the technological 

world if there are no formal technological experiences during the early school years. This 

finding is a great concern to New Jersey business and industry. Other cognitive research 

suggests that "design-based learning" is important. Early studies with design and technology 

curriculum indicate that students who learn important technological concepts develop 

positive attitudes about technology, math, science and learning in general. For these reasons, 



78 

 

an introduction to technology education, including engineering and technological design, is 

an essential component of a thorough and efficient K-12 education. 

 

 

 

 

Standards and Strands  
There are two technological literacy standards, each of which has a number of lettered 

strands. The standards and strands include:  

 

 

 

8.1 Computer and Information Literacy  
A. Basic Computer Tools and Skills  

• Keyboarding  

• Word processing  

• Internet usage  

• Spreadsheets  

• Database concepts and usage  

• Publications and presentations  

 

B. Application of Productivity Tools  

• Social Aspects  

• Information Access and Research  

• Problem Solving  

 

8.2 Technology Education  
A. Nature and Impact of Technology  

B. Design Process and Impact Assessment  

C. Systems in the Designed World  

 

References  
American Library Association and Association for Educational Communications and Technology. 

(1998), Information literacy standards for student learning. Online: 

http://www.ala.org/aaslTemplate.cfm?Section=Information_Power&Template=/ContentManage

ment/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=19937 .  

Arizona Department of Education. (2000). Technology education standards. Online: 

http://ade.state.az.us/standards/technology . Technological Literacy  

International Society for Technology in Education. (1998). National educational technology 

standards for students. Eugene, OR: Author.  

International Society for Technology in Education. (2000). Standards for technological literacy 

(STL): Content for the Study of Technology. Online: www.iteawww.org .  

National Business Education Association. (2001). National standards for business education. Online: 

http://www.nbea.org/curriculum/bes.html .  
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STANDARD 8.1 (COMPUTER AND INFORMATION LITERACY ) 

ALL STUDENTS WILL USE COMPUTER APPLICATIONS TO GATHER AND 

ORGANIZE INFORMATION AND TO SOLVE PROBLEMS. 

 

Descriptive Statement: Using computer applications and technology tools students will conduct 

research, solve problems, improve learning, achieve goals, and produce products and presentations in 

conjunction with standards in all content areas, including career education and consumer family, and 

life skills. They will also develop, locate, summarize, organize, synthesize, and evaluate information 

for lifelong learning.  

 

Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators  

 

By the end of Grade 4, students will:  

A. Basic Computer Skills and Tools  
1. Use basic technology vocabulary.  

2. Use basic features of an operating system (e.g., accessing programs, identifying and selecting a 

printer, finding help).  

3. Input and access text and data, using appropriate keyboarding techniques or other input devices.  

4. Produce a simple finished document using word processing software.  

 

5. Produce and interpret a simple graph or chart by entering and editing data on a prepared 

spreadsheet template.  

6. Create and present a multimedia presentation using appropriate software.  

7. Create and maintain files and folders.  

8. Use a graphic organizer.  

9. Use basic computer icons.  

 

B. Application of Productivity Tools  
Social Aspects  

1. Discuss the common uses of computer applications and identify their advantages and 

disadvantages.  

2. Recognize and practice responsible social and ethical behaviors when using technology, and 

understand the consequences of inappropriate use including:  

• Internet access  

• Copyrighted materials  

• On-line library resources  

• Personal security and safety issues  

3. Practice appropriate Internet etiquette.  
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4. Recognize the ethical and legal implications of plagiarism of copyrighted materials.  

Information Access and Research  

5. Recognize the need for accessing and using information.  

6. Identify and use web browsers, search engines, and directories to obtain information to solve  

real world problems.  

7. Locate specific information by searching a database.  

8. Recognize accuracy and/or bias of information.  

Problem Solving and Decision Making  

9. Solve problems individually and/or collaboratively using computer applications.  

10. Identify basic hardware problems and solve simple problems.  

 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 8, 

students will:  

 

A. Basic Computer Skills and Tools  
1. Use appropriate technology vocabulary.  

2. Use common features of an operating system (e.g., creating and organizing files and folders).  

3. Demonstrate effective input of text and data, using touch keyboarding with proper technique.  

4. Input and access data and text efficiently and accurately through proficient use of other input 

devices, such as the mouse.  

5. Create documents with advanced text-formatting and graphics using word processing.  

6. Create a file containing customized information by merging documents.  

7. Construct a simple spreadsheet, enter data, and interpret the information.  

8. Design and produce a basic multimedia project.  

9. Plan and create a simple database, define fields, input data, and produce a report using sort and 

query.  

10. Determine when technology tools are appropriate to solve a problem and make a decision. 
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STANDARD 8.2 (TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION) 

ALL STUDENTS WILL DEVELOP AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE NATURE AND 

IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, TECHNOLOGICAL DESIGN, AND 

THE DESIGNED WORLD AS THEY RELATE TO THE INDIVIDUAL, SOCIETY, AND 

THE ENVIRONMENT. 

 

Descriptive Statement: The following indicators are based on the Standards for Technological 

Literacy (STL, 2000) and support the National Academy of Engineering‟s (2002) call for students to 

gain technological literacy. Students will be expected to understand the various facets of technology 

and the design process. They will analyze and evaluate design options and then apply the design 

process to solve problems. A systems perspective is employed to emphasize the interconnectedness 

of all knowledge and the impact of technology and technological change. Students will be expected 

to use technology as it applies to physical systems, biological systems, and information and 

communication systems. The intent at the elementary and middle school levels is that all students 

develop technological literacy and are prepared for the option of further study in the field of 

technology education. At the elementary level, the foundation for technology education is found in 

the science standards, particularly standards 5.2 and 5.4.  

 

Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators  

 

By the end of Grade 4, students will:  

A. Nature and Impact of Technology  
Refer to Science Standards 5.2 and 5.4.  

B. Design Process and Impact Assessment  
Refer to Science Standards 5.2 and 5.4.  

C. Systems in the Designed World  
Refer to Science Standards 5.2 and 5.4.  

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in the preceding grades, by the end of Grade 8, 

students will:  

 

A. Nature and Impact of Technology  
1. Describe the nature of technology and the consequences of technological activity.  

2. Describe how components of a technological product, system, or environment interact.  

3. Describe how one technological innovation can be applied to solve another human problem that 

enhances human life or extends human capability.  

4. Describe how technological activity has an affect on economic development, political actions, and 

cultural change.  

5. Explain the cultural and societal effects resulting from the dramatic increases of knowledge and 

information available today.  

 

B. Design Process and Impact Assessment  
1. Demonstrate and explain how the design process is not linear.  

2. Use hands on activities to analyze products and systems to determine how the design process was 

applied to create the solution. 

3. Identify a technological problem and use the design process to create an appropriate solution.  

4. Describe how variations in resources can affect solutions to a technological problem.  
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5. Select and safely use appropriate tools and materials in analyzing, designing, modeling or making 

a technological product, system or environment.  

 

 

 

C. Systems in the Designed World  
1. Explain technological advances in medical, agricultural, energy and power, information and 

communication, transportation, manufacturing, and construction technologies.  

2. Explain reasons why human-designed systems, products, and environments need to be monitored, 

maintained, and improved to ensure safety, quality, cost efficiency, and sustainability.  

3. Explain the functions and interdependence of subsystems such as waste disposal, water 

purification, electrical, structural, safety, climatic control, and communication.  
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New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards 

for 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 

 
INTRODUCTION  

 

The Vision  
Rapid societal changes, including innovations in technology, information exchange, and 

communications, have increased the demand for internationally competitive workers and for an 

educational system designed to meet that demand. Today‟s students will be employed through much 

of the twenty-first century and will, therefore, need increasingly advanced levels of knowledge and 

skills. To obtain and retain high-wage employment that provides job satisfaction, they will also need 

to continue to learn throughout their lives. The career education and consumer, family, and life skills 

standards identify key career development and life skills that students must accomplish in order to 

achieve continuing success in various life roles related to continuing education, career development, 

and personal growth.  

Members of the business and industry communities have identified vital career and technical 

education skills. In 1992, the Secretary‟s Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS) 

identified productive use of resources, interpersonal skills, information, systems, and technology as 

essential workplace competencies. The SCANS foundation skills include basic skills, personal 

qualities, and the ability to identify and solve real problems, reason effectively, and apply critical 

thinking skills.  

To compete in this global, information-based economy, students must be able to identify and solve 

real problems, use appropriate tools, reason effectively, and apply critical thinking skills. The career 

and technical education and consumer, family, and life skills standards identify key career education 

and consumer, family, and life skills which can also enhance personal behavior and professional 

conduct in life and careers. In addition to the SCANS report, the National Career Development 

Guidelines and National Standards for School Counseling Programs were used as resources. 

Educators may find these national standards as well as the national standards documents in other 

areas very useful resources.  

 

Career and Technical Education  
The career and technical arts standards at the elementary and middle school levels are designed to 

prepare students for further study at the high school level in career and technical education, formerly 

known as practical arts. These courses typically include business education, family and consumer 

sciences, and other courses related to career education and consumer, family, and life skills. In early 

elementary grades, career and technical education is designed to be integrated with other core 

content. At the middle and junior high school levels, the standard may be integrated or taught 

through rotational programs as students work on interdisciplinary projects that develop employability 

and academic skills. At the high school level, career and technical education programs establish 

necessary pathways for entering the world of work as well as continuing education, such as college, 

post-secondary vocational-technical education, specialized Career Education and Consumer, Family, 

and Life Skills  

certification and/or registered apprenticeships. They also support lifelong learning. These essential 

elements include preparation for post-secondary pursuits as well as providing an essential foundation 

in everyday living skills. In essence, career and technical education is the application of life, 

academic, and occupational skills demonstrated by student-centered experiences in courses related to 

the sixteen States. Career Clusters supported by state vocational technical directors from across the 
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country. Career and technical education provides a variety of learning experiences to meet the needs 

of students having multiple learning styles. 

Students interested in more intensive study at the high school level in one of the career clusters may 

participate in a vocational-technical education program as defined in N.J.A.C. 6A:19, Vocational 

Technical Education Programs and Standards. The career clusters include: agriculture, food, and 

natural resources; architecture and construction; arts, audio/video technology and communications; 

business, management, and administration; education and training; finance; government and public 

administration; health science; hospitality and tourism; human services; information technology; law, 

public safety and security; manufacturing; marketing, sales and service; science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics; and transportation, distribution, and logistics. A number of vocational 

student organizations have been created to enhance and support career development. They include:  

• DECA/DEX/Distributive Education Clubs of America/Delta Epsilon Chi (marketing education);  

• FBLA-PLB/Future Business Leaders of America-Hi Beta Lambda (business/technology education);  

• FCCLA/ Family, Career, and Community Leaders of American (family and consumer sciences);  

• FFA (agri-business education);  

• HOSA /Health Occupations Students of America (trade and industrial education);  

• TSA/Technology Student Association(technology education); and  

• SKILLSUSA/VICA Vocational Trade and Industrial Student Organization.  

Career and technical education programs enable students to:  

• Describe and integrate basic skills, thinking skills, and personal qualities, as defined by the SCANS 

Report;  

• Address self-knowledge, career planning, and employability skills utilizing technology, 

information, and other resources;  

• Enhance academic achievement and motivation for learning;  

• Explore career education and planning;  

• Acquire necessary employability and interpersonal workplace skills; and  

• Pursue specific courses and programs designed to lead to employment or post-secondary options in 

occupations included within the sixteen States. Career Clusters.  

All students need to develop consumer, family, and life skills necessary to be a functioning member 

of society. All students will develop original thoughts and ideas, think creatively, develop habits of 

inquiry, and take intellectual and performance risks. They will recognize problems, devise a variety 

of ways to solve these problems, analyze the potential advantages and disadvantages of each 

alternative, and evaluate the effectiveness of the method ultimately selected. Students will work 

collaboratively with a variety of groups and demonstrate trustworthiness, responsibility, respect, 

fairness, caring, and citizenship. Students will apply the principles of resource management and skills 

that promote personal and professional well-being. They will also be expected to understand the 

components of financial education and make economic choices. 
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Standards and Strands  
 

There are two career education and consumer, family, and life skills standards, each of which has a 

number of lettered strands. The standards and strands include:  

9.1 Career and Technical Education  
A. Career Awareness and Planning  

B. Employability Skills  

 

9.2 Consumer, Family, and Life Skills  
A. Critical Thinking  

B. Self-Management  

C. Interpersonal Communication  

D. Character Development and Ethics  

E. Consumer and Personal Finance  

F. Safety  

 

References  
Campbell, C. A. & Dahir, C. A. (1997). National standards for school counseling programs. 

Alexandria, VA: American School Counselor Association.  

National Association of State Directors of Career Technical Education Consortium. (2003). States. 

career clusters. Online: www.careercluster.org .  

National Business Education Association. (2001). National standards for business education. Online: 

http://www.nbea.org/curriculum/bes.html .  

National career development guidelines K-adult handbook. (1996). Online: 

http://64.57.102.78/Old_Site/tabloid/guidelines.html#guidelines .  

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills  

Secretary‟s Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS). (1992). Learning a living: a 

blueprint for high performance. A SCANS report for America 2000. Washington, DC: U.S. 

Department of Labor.  

The character education partnership. (2003) Online: http://www.character.org// .  

Vocational-Technical Education Consortium of States. (1998) National standards for family and 

consumer sciences education. online: http://ideanet.doe.state.in.us/octe/facs/natlstandards.htm .  

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. (2002) Wisconsin‟s model academic standards. Online: 

http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/dpi/standards/index.html . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



86 

 

 

 

STANDARD 9.1 (CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION) 

ALL STUDENTS WILL DEVELOP CAREER AWARENESS AND PLANNING, 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS, AND FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY 

FOR SUCCESS IN THE WORKPLACE. 

 

Descriptive Statement: All students will explore career opportunities and make informed choices 

based on aptitudes and interests. Students will identify and pursue career goals, apply 

communications skills in work-relevant situations, demonstrate the ability to combine ideas or 

information in new ways, make connections between unrelated ideas, organize and present 

information, and allocate financial and other resources efficiently and effectively. Students will 

identify and use various print and non-print resources in the home, school, and community to seek 

and plan for employment. They will be able to use the job application process, including resumes, 

forms, and interviews.  

Career and technical education, formerly called practical arts, is the application of life, academic, and 

occupational skills demonstrated by student-centered experiences in courses related to the sixteen 

States. Career Clusters. The intent at the elementary and middle school levels is to prepare all 

students for the option of further study in career and technical education at the high school level. 

These courses typically include business education, family and consumer sciences, and other courses 

related to careers and life skills. Career and technical education programs establish necessary 

pathways for secondary vocational-technical education programs, entering the world of work, 

continuing education (such as college, post secondary vocational-technical education, specialized 

certification and/or registered apprenticeships), and lifelong learning.  

Those students electing courses in career and technical education should demonstrate both teamwork 

and problem-solving skills through a structured learning experience. This could consist of an 

experiential, supervised educational activity designed to provide students with exposure to the 

requirements and responsibilities of specific job titles or job groupings, and to assist them in gaining 

employment skills and making career and educational choices. The experience may be either paid or 

unpaid, depending on the type of activities in which the student is involved. Examples include, but 

are not limited to: apprenticeships, community service, cooperative education, internships, job 

shadowing, school-based experiences, vocational student organizations, paid employment, and 

volunteer activities. Structured learning experiences must meet all state and federal child labor laws 

and regulations.  

 

Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators  

 

By the end of Grade 4, students will:  

A. Career Awareness and Planning  
1. Describe various life roles and work-related activities in the home, community, and school.  

2. Identify abilities and skills associated with various careers.  

3. Identify reasons people work and how work habits impact the quality of one.s work.  

 

B. Employability Skills  
1. Describe and demonstrate the importance of personal and interpersonal skills.  

2. Identify positive work habits and attitudes necessary for home, community, and school.  

3. Identify reasons for working as part of a team. 
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Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 8, 

students will:  

 

A. Career Awareness and Planning  
1. Demonstrate the ability to distinguish between job, occupation, and career.  

2. Outline the steps in the career planning process.  

3. Apply research skills to career exploration.  

4. Analyze personal interests, abilities, and skills through various measures including self 

assessments.  

5. Explore careers using hands-on real life experiences within the sixteen States. Career Clusters.  

6. Develop an individual career plan and include in a portfolio.  

7. Plan and conduct a cooperative project that addresses one of the problems faced by the school 

and/or community.  

B. Employability Skills  
1. Research local and state employment opportunities.  

2. Develop an employment package that includes a job application, letter of interest, and resume.  

3. Demonstrate job-seeking skills.  

4. Describe and demonstrate appropriate work habits and interpersonal skills needed to obtain and 

retain employment.  

5. Compare and contrast possible choices based on identified/perceived strengths, goals, and 

interests.  

6. Identify and develop skills that are transferable from one occupation to another. 
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STANDARD 9.2 (CONSUMER, FAMILY, AND LIFE SKILLS) 

ALL STUDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATE CRITICAL LIFE SKILLS IN ORDER TO BE 

FUNCTIONAL MEMBERS OF SOCIETY. 

 

Descriptive Statement: All students need to develop consumer, family, and life skills necessary to be 

functioning members of society. All students will develop original thoughts and ideas, think 

creatively, develop habits of inquiry, and take intellectual and performance risks. They will recognize 

problems, devise a variety of ways to solve these problems, analyze the potential advantages and 

disadvantages of each alternative, and evaluate the effectiveness of the method ultimately selected. 

Students will understand the components of financial education and make economic choices. 

Students will demonstrate self-awareness and the ability to respond constructively to criticism and 

potential conflict. In addition, students will work collaboratively with a variety of groups and 

demonstrate the essential components of character development and ethics, including 

trustworthiness, responsibility, respect, fairness, caring, and citizenship. Students apply principles of 

resource management and skills that promote personal and professional well-being. Wellness, 

nutrition, child development, and human relationships are an important part of consumer, family, and 

life skills. However, wellness, nutrition, and human relationship cumulative progress indicators are 

not listed here as it would duplicate those in Comprehensive Health and Physical Education 

Standards.  

 

Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators  

By the end of Grade 4, students will:  

A. Critical Thinking  
1. Recognize and define a problem.  

2. Plan and follow steps to make choices and decisions.  

3. Identify and access print and non-print resources that can be used to help solve problems.  

4. Demonstrate brainstorming skills.  

B. Self-Management  
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between personal behavior and self-image.  

2. Recognize and build upon personal strengths.  

3. Accept criticism and respond constructively.  

4. Recognize personal likes and dislikes.  

5. Demonstrate steps to deal with stress and conflict.  

C. Interpersonal Communication  
1. Develop positive social skills to interact with others.  

2. Select and use language appropriate to the situation.  

3. Develop skills for accepting self and others through awareness of different cultures, lifestyles, and 

attitudes.  

4. Practice steps for effective conflict resolution.  

5. Work cooperatively with others to accomplish a task.  

D. Character Development and Ethics  
1. Demonstrate character traits that are important in day-to-day activities in the home, school, and 

community such as trust, responsibility, respect, fairness, caring, and citizenship.  

2. Conduct a cooperative activity or project that addresses a character trait.  

3. Identify ethical behaviors in the home, school, and community.  

4. Explain a person‟s responsibility to obey the laws and rules. 

E. Consumer and Personal Finance  
1. Demonstrate a basic understanding of the value of money.  
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2. Identify various sources of money for personal spending.  

3. Explore the relationship among wants, needs, and resources.  

4. Understand that prices of goods and services can be compared to make decisions about purchases.  

5. Explain how people can improve their ability to earn income by gaining new knowledge, skills, 

and experiences.  

6. Describe how to earn and save money in order to purchase a desired item.  

F. Safety  
1. Identify common hazards associated with home, school, and community.  

2. Explain how common hazards can be eliminated in the home, school, and community.  

3. Describe and demonstrate the safe use of tools and equipment used at home and at school.  

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 8, 

students will:  

 

A. Critical Thinking  
1. Communicate, analyze data, apply technology, and problem solve.  

2. Describe how personal beliefs and attitudes affect decision-making.  

3. Identify and assess problems that interfere with attaining goals.  

4. Recognize bias, vested interest, stereotyping, and the manipulation and misuse of information.  

5. Practice goal setting and decision-making in areas relative to life skills.  

B. Self-Management  
1. Develop and implement a personal growth plan that includes short- and long-term goals to 

enhance development.  

2. Demonstrate responsibility for personal actions and contributions to group activities.  

3. Explain the need for, and advantages of, lifelong learning.  

C. Interpersonal Communication  
1. Demonstrate respect and flexibility in interpersonal and group situations.  

2. Organize thoughts to reflect logical thinking and speaking.  

3. Work cooperatively with others to solve a problem.  

4. Demonstrate appropriate social skills within group activities.  

5. Practice the skills necessary to avoid physical and verbal confrontation in individual and group 

settings.  

6. Participate as a member of a team and contribute to group effort.  

D. Character Development and Ethics  
1. Explain and demonstrate how character and behavior affects and influences the actions of others in 

the home, school, and community.  

2. Describe and demonstrate appropriate character traits, social skills, and positive attitudes needed 

for the home, school, community, and workplace.  

3. List problems and their causes, effects, and solutions that are faced in the home, school, and/or 

community.  

4. Describe how personal ethics influence decision making. 

E. Consumer and Personal Finance Skills  
1. Identify and demonstrate personal finance skills in checkbook maintenance and investing.  

2. Construct a simple personal savings/spending plan.  

3. Understand that people make financial choices that have costs, benefits, and consequences.  

4. Explain the difference in cost between cash and credit purchases.  

5. Compare prices of similar items from different sellers.  

F. Safety  
1. Demonstrate appropriate safety procedures for hands-on experiences.  

2. Demonstrate the use of recommended safety and protective devices.  
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