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Preface and Acknowledgments  
ñI know no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the people themselves; and if 

we think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, the 

remedy is not to take it from them, but to inform their discretion by education.ò  

Thomas Jefferson, 1820  

 

Preface  
ñIn the midst of educational reform efforts in the United States at the turn of the 20th century, 

ósocial studiesô was developed as the subject area designed to address social and civic education 

(Woyshner, 2003, p.1)ò. Social studies joined the traditional subjects of history and geography 

with the newly developed social sciences. More recently, the National Council for the Social 

Studies (NCSS) asserted that the primary purpose of social studies education was to help 

students develop the ability to make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as 

citizens in a democratic society (NCSS, 1994). The council maintains that in addition to the 

presentation of essential facts and historical perspective, the teaching of social studies involves 

the building of thinking skills, the shaping of attitudes, and the advocacy of civic participation, 

which is critical to the maintenance of a democratic state.  

 

This guide is aligned to the New Jersey Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies, which 

stresses the teaching of history, civics, economics, and geography in an interdisciplinary, 

integrated manner.  It is also aligned to the Technology Literacy Standards and the Career 

Education and Consumer, Family and Life Skills Standards where appropriate. Current events, 

diversity issues, and research skills are incorporated into the curriculum at multiple levels 

including the mandated program of education in the Holocaust and other examples of genocide at 

the elementary and  middle school level. 

  

The purpose of this guide is to provide K-8 scope and sequence of social studies objectives  and 

the alignment of social studies instruction to the New Jersey Standards. The objectives included 

in this guide were developed for the average student at each grade level. As teachers assess 

student needs and differentiate instruction, modifications or enrichment experiences should be 

developed. The curriculum includes ñSuggested Strategies and Resourcesò that accompany the 

curriculum objectives to assist teachers in the teaching of those objectives. Furthermore, the 

appendix offers additional teacher resources.  
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KINDERGARTEN 
 

NJCCC Standard:  6.2 Civics 

All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American 

democracy and the rights, responsibilities, and roles of a citizen in the nation, and the world. 

Essential Questions: 

 What is the Pledge of Allegiance 

 What does the flag mean to us and why is it important? 

 What do justice and responsibility mean? 

 What responsibilities do you have at school and home 

 How are you alike and different from your friends? 

 How do people show respect for diversity and show tolerance for others? 

Objectives Strategies & Resources Standards & 

Strands 

To identify symbols of 

American Values and 

beliefs 

 Opening exercises- learn the Pledge of Allegiance 

 Frameworks p. 43-44, 47-49 

 Flag Waving Scavenger Hunt 

 Name & create symbols that describe the US 

6.2.2 B1 

To identify that a 

responsibility means 

something you must do or 

should do 

 Identify and list rules in and around your school 

 Social Studies Frameworks p. 35-36 

 www.lsuagcenter.com/4hcritters/images/readastory.htm 

 Create a group collage 

 Play ñSimon Saysò 

6.2.2 A5 

6.2.2 D1 

To identify community 

helpers and the roles they 

play 

 Community Helper Bulletin Board  

 Make paper doll of what each student wants to be when 

they grow up  

 Walking trip to the fire station 

 Social Studies Frameworks p. 239-240 

6.2.2 D1 

To explore the basic 

concepts of diversity, 

tolerance, fairness, and 

respect for others. 

 Identify different cultures and family structures within the 

classroom (Fritzi Social Awareness Activity) 

 Social Studies Curriculum p. 246-248 

 Read books about different holidays throughout the year. 

 Invite parents to present holidays they celebrate throughout 

the year. 

6.2.2 E 1 

6.2.2 E2 

6.2.2 E3 

To address current events on 

a timely basis and 

noteworthy events as they 

arise. 

 Weekly Reader 

 Class discussions  

6.1.2 A3 

Forms of Assessment:  

 Opening Exercises ï Saying the Pledge of Allegiance 

 Student projects (ie: flag book, family/culture posters ) 

 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/4hcritters/images/readastory.htm
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KINDERGARTEN 

NJCCC Standard:  6.4  United States and New Jersey History 

All students will demonstrate knowledge of United State and New Jersey history in order to  

understand life and events in the past and how they relate to the present and future. 

 

Essential Questions: 

 How is your family the same and/or different from other families? 

 How have things changed since you were born? 

 Why do we celebrate Thanksgiving?  How was the first Thanksgiving celebrated?   

 How do we celebrate Thanksgiving today? 

 How have historical figures made contributions to the history of the United States? 

Objectives Strategies & Resources Standards & Strands 

To identify how people record 

history  

 

To reinforce basic relationships 

such as home and family 

 

To compare and contrast families, 

activities and cultural activities. 

 Create a Family Quilt Bulletin Board  

 Allow each student to present his/her ñFamily 
Storyò 

 Identify different cultures and family structures 

within the classroom (Fritzi Social Awareness 

Activity)  

 Social Studies Frameworks p. 88 ï Creating a self 

portrait 

 Social Studies Frameworks p. 87-88 Art tells 

stories of history 

 Social Studies Frameworks p. 91-92 

 Social Studies Frameworks p. 197-198 

6.4.2 A1 

6.4.2 A2 

6.4.2 A3 

6.4.2 A4 

To identify ways in which people 

engage in cruel behavior and 

caring behavior. 

 Discuss the ways to be a true friend ï Social  

       Studies Frameworks p. 206 

 Make a chart of kind and unkind words. 

 Create a friendship wreath 

 Read the story of the Little Red Hen in order to 

understand the confusion with using words. 

 

6.4.2 A6 

To compare Thanksgiving long 

ago with present day celebrations. 
 Read stories such as The Pilgrims First  

      Thanksgiving by A. McGovern, Thanksgiving by    

       Laura Alden. 

 Celebrate with traditional Thanksgiving foods 

 Discuss how each family celebrates Thanksgiving 

6.4.2 B1 

6.4.2 B3 

To identify the contributions of 

important Americans such as 

Christopher Columbus, Rosa 

Parks, Martin Luther King, 

George Washington 

 Read stories about famous Americans and their 

contributions such as Where Do You Think You are 

Going Christopher Columbus by Jean Fritz, etc. 

 Develop a timeline of historical figures. 

 Weekly Reader 

6.1.2 A4 

6.4.2 B1 

6.4.2 B2 

To understand the historical 

significance of major national 

holidays such as Memorial Day, 

Presidentôs Day, Thanksgiving, 

4
th
 of July, etc. 

 Read and discuss stories of the national holiday 

and discuss how different families celebrate these 

holidays. 

 Social Studies Frameworks p. 139-140 

 Weekly Reader 

6.4.2 B3 

Forms of Assessment: 

 Student projects  

 Class Discussions 

 Interaction during Social Awareness Activity 
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KINDERGARTEN 

NJCCC Standard:  6.5  Economics 

All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles. 

Essential Questions: 

 What is the monetary system used in the United States 

 How do we use money? 

 What is the difference between what we need and what we want? 

 What kind of jobs are people around the students performing? 

Objectives Strategies & Resources Standards & Strands 

To identify the various forms of 

currency (penny, nickel, quarter, 

dollar) 

 Mathematics Chapter regarding the use of money 

 Mathematics Curriculum Guide 

 Social Studies Frameworks p. 289-290 

 Create a class store to practice using money 

6.5.2 A3 

 

Math standards 

To distinguish between what we 

need to live and what we would 

like to have to live (wants) 

 Social Studies Frameworks p. 292 

 Create a chart of what students need at school to do 

their ñjobò and what they want to have at school.  

Continue this chart to home life. 

6.5.2 A1 

To identify the people who help 

us and the jobs that they perform. 
 Take a walk around the school and identify the 

people that you encounter and the job they are 

performing. 

 Name the people in the community who help us 

and the job they perform (create cut-out of what 

they want to be when they grow up) 

6.5.2 B1 

Forms of Assessment: 

 Student projects  

 Class Discussions 

 Interaction during Social Awareness Activity 
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Grade 1 
NJCCC Standard:  6.2 Civics 

All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American 

democracy and the rights, responsibilities, and roles of a citizen in the nation, and the world. 

Essential Questions: 

 Why are rules important in school and at home? 
 What are some symbols of American principles and beliefs? 

 How do people resolve problems? 

Objectives Strategies & Resources Standards & 

Strands 

To identify symbols of 

American Values and beliefs 

 Opening exercises- learn the Pledge of Allegiance 

 Frameworks p. 43-44, 47-49 

 Create a personal flag creating a symbol that 
represents their family. 

 Frameworks p. 150 Constitution Puzzle 

6.2.2 B1 

To identify examples of rights 

and responsibilities of citizens. 

 Identify rules in your own classroom ς connect 
beginning of school with the creation of classroom 
rules. 

 Identify rules in and around school 

 Discuss the need for school laws- Frameworks p. 148 

 Make a list of rules that the students have at home, 
school, and in the community. 

6.2.2 A2 

6.2.2 A1 A5 D1 

To demonstrate the 

Democratic process through 

voting and elections 

 Allow the students to vote on a class activity in order 
to see how their vote counts. 

6.2.2 A3 

To explore the basic concepts 

of diversity, tolerance, 

fairness, and respect for 

others. 

 Recognize that there are problems in getting along- 
ǊŜŀŘ ǇΦ рс άIǳƎ h ²ŀǊέΦ 

 Recognize the ways that families are the same and 
different- make a family portrait. 

6.2.2 E 1 

6.2.2 E2 

6.2.2 E3 

To address current events on a 

timely basis and noteworthy 

events as they arise. 

 Weekly Reader 

 Class discussions  

6.1.2 A3 

Forms of Assessment:  

 Student projects  

 Class Discussions 

 Interaction during Social Awareness Activity 
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Grade 1 
NJCCC Standard:  6.4  United States and New Jersey History 

All students will demonstrate knowledge of United State and New Jersey history in order to  

understand life and events in the past and how they relate to the present and future. 

Essential Questions: 

 What is your familyôs history? 

 How have historical figures influenced U.S. history? 

 Why are historical stories and myths an important part of N.J. History? 

Objectives Strategies & Resources Standards & Strands 

To describe the similarities and 

differences in the lifestyle of 

people from another culture. 

 Read Children Around the World by Donato 

Montanari. 

 Compare and contrast the food, clothing, housing, 

government and beliefs of different cultures. 

6.4.2A.4 

To describe the family history 

through 2 or 3 generations. 
 Complete Family Tree using 

www.enchantedlearning.com 

 

6.4.2A.2 

To identify customs and heritage 

of families with stories, poems, 

and pictures. 

 Each student will present, as an extension of the 

kindergarten Fritzi activity, will present orally how 

they celebrate different holidays and seasons 

6.4.2A.4 

To recognize and identify the 

significance of various historical 

figures- Abraham Lincoln, 

George Washington, Martin 

Luther King. 

 Read stories about the life of the important historical 

figures. 

 www.ourdocuments.gov 

 Develop timelines of historical figures. 

6.4.2B.1 

6.4.2B.2 

To identify important statues, 

buildings, and monuments in the 

history of the United states. 

 Using pictures, students will identify and tell why 

each of the following are important: White House, 

Statue of Liberty,  

6.4.2B.4 

Forms of Assessment: 

 Student projects  

 Class Discussions 

 Interaction during Social Awareness Activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/
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Grade 1 
NJCCC Standard:  6.5  Economics 

                All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles. 

Essential Questions: 

 What is the monetary system used in the United States? 

Objectives Strategies & Resources Standards & Strands 

To identify the various forms of 

currency (penny, nickel, dime, 

quarter, dollar) 

 These concepts are explored in the Mathematics 

Curriculum Guide. 

6.5.2A.3 

To understand what it means to 

save money 
 Guest speakers from the local banks will present 

the concept of savings through presentations. 

6.5.2A.4 

Forms of Assessment: 

 Student projects  

 Class Discussions 

 

 

NJCCC Standard:  6.6 Geography 

All students will apply the knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills  

to understand human behavior in relation to the physical and cultural environment. 

Essential Questions: 

 What are maps and globes? 

 How can we describe regions and places? 

 How do natural resources effect our daily life? 

 

Objectives Strategies & Resources Standards & Strands 

To identify that a globe is a 

model of the earth. 
 Thereôs a Map in My Lap by Trish Rabe 

 www.lessonplanspage.com ï Maps as pictures of 

the earth 

6.6.2A2 

6.6.2A3 

To understand that maps are 

representations of local and 

distant places. 

 Mapping Pennyôs Worldby Loreen Leddy 6.6.2A2 

6.6.2A3 

To describe the physical features 

of places and regions on a simple 

scale. 

 www.teachers.net/lessons - Edible maps 6.6.2B.1 

To describe roles and resources 

such as air, land, water, and 

plants in everyday life. 

 List and tell why each is important to people and 

what life would be without it. 

6.6.2E.1 

Forms of Assessment: 

 Student projects  

 Class Discussions 

 

 

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/
http://www.teachers.net/lessons
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Grade 2 

NJCCC Standard:  6.2 Civics 

All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American 

democracy and the rights, responsibilities, and roles of a citizen in the nation, and the world. 

Essential Questions: 

 Why are laws and government important to our community? 

 How and why should Americans participate in their community? 

 

Objectives Strategies & Resources Standards & Strands 

To identify key documents which 

represent democratic principles 

and beliefs such as the 

Declaration of Independence, 

Constitution, Bill of Rights, 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Read a book on the formation of the Constitution and 

the Declaration of Independence. 

 Identify the symbols on the American flag and 

discuss what each stands for. 

 Take flag survey- Frameworks 47-49 

 Create a classroom flag with symbols representing 

the class participants. 

6.2.2B1 

To explain the need for laws and 

government. 

 

 

 http://bensguide.gpo.gov 

 www.hud.gov 

 Discuss and identify that our countryôs government is 

based on the constitution and analyze the changes 

made in the constitution. 

 Identify key persons responsible for our freedoms 

and the constitution such as Thomas Jefferson, 

George Washington, etc. and create a chart 

identifying the contributions of these important 

people. 

 Discuss local government structure- completion of 

North Haledon community books. 

6.2.2A.1 

6.2.2A3 

6.2.2C1 

To identify examples of authority 

and how laws are important. 
 Discuss how government policies such as prejudice, 

discrimination, religious freedom, racism, etc. affect 

our lives. 

 Divide the class into two teams each selecting a 

different viewpoint.  Conduct a class debate. 

 Compare non-violent resistance of Martin Luther 

Kingôs ideas to other examples in history which were 

more violent (ie: Boston Tea Party, etc.) 

6.2.2C1 

6.2.2D1 

To describe and identify the 

importance of American citizens 

have in participating in 

community and political life. 

 Discuss the democratic process of voting and 

elections. 

 Stage a mock election to elect a class government. 

 http://stats/bls.gov/k12/html 

 www.weeklyreader.com/homepage 

 

6.2.2D1 

To identify the understanding of 

varying cultures in the United 

States. 

 Identify the different holidays celebrated by various 

people in the United States and the world. 

 Celebrate traditions around the world be inviting 

parents to talk about and share foods from the various 

winter celebrations. 

 Create holiday symbols representing different 

celebrations throughout the world. 

 Social Studies Frameworks P. 242 Create a new 

holiday. 

6.2.2.E1 

6.2.2.E2 

6.2.2.E3 

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
http://www.hud.gov/
http://stats/bls.gov/k12/html
http://www.weeklyreader.com/homepage
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 Identify that gestures are a form of communication 

all over the world- SS Frameworks, page 241. 

Forms of Assessment:  

Formal and informal assessment strategies may include but are not limited to: 

 Tests (selected or brief constructed response items - multiple choice, true-false, completion, matching, short 

answer, label a diagram) to assess recall, recognition, or content mastery  

 Oral communication (constructed responses including interviews, questions & responses, peer teaching/coaching, 

conferencing) to assess speaking and listening skills, ability to support/defend a position, information gathering, 

synthesizing concepts/ methods  

 Written language (constructed responses including essays, learning logs, journals) to assess writing and 

organization skills, research skills, progress over time, goal setting, record personal experiences, and vocabulary 

The student will determine the area of simple two-dimensional shapes on a square grid. 
     
. 
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Grade 2 
NJCCC Standard:  6.4  United States and New Jersey History 

All students will demonstrate knowledge of United State and New Jersey history in order to  

understand life and events in the past and how they relate to the present and future. 

 

Essential Questions: 

 How did families change over time? 

 What part do historical persons, monuments, documents and holidays play in our country and stateôs history? 

 What events have led people to fight for  

Objectives Strategies & Resources Standards & Strands 

To compare and contrast family 

life over years. 
 Discuss life today for students with that of their 

parents.  Create a venn diagram. 

 Create timelines of parents, grandparents and 

students- use events, and photographs. 

6.4.2.A1 

6.4.2.A2 

6.4.2.A3 

To identify and explain how 

events and changes occurred in 

significant historical periods. 

 Discuss important explorers, the contributions of 

each, and why they traveled to North America. 

 Compare and contrast the contributions of the 

explorers and create a venn diagram or chart 

showing the results of each person. 

 Understand the importance of Columbus and his 

contributions- SS Frameworks page 247. 

 Identify why the 13 colonies wanted and fought for 

freedom from England.  Frameworks 139-141. 

6.4.2.B1 

6.4.2.B2 

To understand that events 

develop in a chronological order. 
 Introduce the use of a timeline  

 Allow each child to develop a timeline of their own 

life from birth to present. 

 Create timelines of historical events such as 

important national holidays, major events in United 

States history, etc. 

6.4.2.B2 

To understand the concepts of 

cause, effect, and consequences 

to historical events. 

 While learning about Thanksgiving, identify how 

Pilgrim immigration affected the Native American 

Indians. 

 Read about Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks.  

Create a cause and effect chart. 

6.4.2.B1 

6.4.2.B2 

To identify the ways that people 

were discriminated against in the 

past and present. 

 Read stories about Martin Luther King and how he 

tried to end the unfair treatment of people. 

 Identify that many groups of people were 

discriminated against and what has resulted in 

changes (women, African Americans, people of 

other religions, etc).   

 Social Studies Frameworks p. 206 

 Holocaust Curriculum activities 

6.4.2.B1 

6.4.2.B2 

Forms of Assessment:  

Formal and informal assessment strategies may include but are not limited to: 

 Tests (selected or brief constructed response items - multiple choice, true-false, completion, matching, short 

answer, label a diagram) to assess recall, recognition, or content mastery  

 Oral communication (constructed responses including interviews, questions & responses, peer teaching/coaching, 

conferencing) to assess speaking and listening skills, ability to support/defend a position, information gathering, 

synthesizing concepts/ methods  

 Written language (constructed responses including essays, learning logs, journals) to assess writing and 

organization skills, research skills, progress over time, goal setting, record personal experiences, and vocabulary 

The student will determine the area of simple two-dimensional shapes on a square grid. 
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Grade 2 
NJCCC Standard:  6.5  Economics 

All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles. 

Essential Questions: 

 What role does money play in your community? 

 What responsibilities do individuals have  in a community? 

 Why are jobs important to our community? 

Objectives Strategies & Resources Standards & Strands 

To explain the meaning of and 

distinguish between wants and 

needs. 

 Social Studies Frameworks, page 245 ï Role of 

money in everyday life. 

 Social Studies Frameworks, page 247 ï Our wants, 

needs, supply and demand. 

 List basic human needs and wants and all students 

to understand that there are not enough resources to 

satisfy everyoneôs wants - SS Frameworks, page 

291. 

6.5.2.A2 

 

 

 

6.5.2.A1 

To distinguish between goods and 

services and what is needed by 

people, families, and community. 

 Create a chart of goods and services. 

 Identify in the North Haledon books, what goods 

and services are available for the residents. 

 Social Studies Frameworks, page 242 ï 

Community Helpers 

6.5.2.A1 

To understand that workers can 

have a variety of jobs and receive 

income for the work they do. 

 Social Studies Frameworks, page 249 ï The work 

people do 

 www.hud.gov/kids 

 Social Studies Frameworks, page 242 ï 

Community Helpers 

 Identify the types of workers found in communities 

and identify those people as they relate to North 

Haledon- North Haledon Community Book. 

 Social Studies Frameworks, page 295 -  The World 

of Work 

 Allow students to identify possible career choices 

and present their findings  through oral 

presentations. 

6.5.2.B1 

To explain and demonstrate the 

role of money in everyday life. 
 Discuss the concept of working to earn money to 

provide for needs and wants- Social Studies 

frameworks, page 289  

 Discuss the concepts of saving and banks- Indicate 

locations in North Haledon Community Book and 

through presentations from representatives from 

local banks. 

6.5.2.A1 

6.5.2.A4 

Forms of Assessment:  

Formal and informal assessment strategies may include but are not limited to: 

 Tests (selected or brief constructed response items - multiple choice, true-false, completion, matching, short 

answer, label a diagram) to assess recall, recognition, or content mastery  

 Oral communication (constructed responses including interviews, questions & responses, peer teaching/coaching, 

conferencing) to assess speaking and listening skills, ability to support/defend a position, information gathering, 

synthesizing concepts/ methods  

 Written language (constructed responses including essays, learning logs, journals) to assess writing and 

organization skills, research skills, progress over time, goal setting, record personal experiences, and vocabulary 

The student will determine the area of simple two-dimensional shapes on a square grid. 

 

http://www.hud.gov/kids
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Grade 2 
NJCCC Standard:  6.6 Geography 

All students will apply the knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills  

to understand human behavior in relation to the physical and cultural environment. 

Essential Questions: 

 What do symbols on a map and globe represent? 

 How do symbols on maps and globes help us to obtain information? 

 How does transportation affect our community? 

 

Objectives Strategies & Resources Standards & Strands 

To identify the difference 

between a map and globe and 

how to use each. 

 Compare and contrast a globe vs. a map- create a 

venn diagram depicting similarities and differences. 

 Create a map of the classroom or school using kid 

Pix computer program. 

 Identify symbols on a map and what they mean- Add 

map keys to classroom, school or community maps. 

  Using Kid Pix, create a map of the world, indicating 

the continents and oceans. 

6.6.2.A1 

6.6.2 A2 

6.6.2 A3 

To understand the spatial 

concepts of location, direction, 

distance, and scale on a map. 

 Using a map scale, determine the distance between 

two points.  Social Studies Frameworks, page 337 ï 

Retrieving Maps on the Net 

 Add map scales to classroom & school maps and 

measure to show actual distances. 

6.6.2.A2 

6.6.2.A3 

To identify why people settle in 

certain areas and the effects these 

population areas have on human 

migration. 

 Identify places that people settled in the 1600ôs and 
why they began to move through the country.  List 

reasons why some places were better to settle in than 

others. 

 Completed a Pack a Wagon Activity 

 Create a ñPioneer Trailò using a map and explore the 
problem that will be faced through the journey. 

 Use computer simulated programs such as Oregon 

Trail to allow students to make decisions and 

discover the effects these decisions will have on the 

journey. 

6.6.2.A1 

6.6.2.B2 

To identify the different types of 

communities that we live in. 
 Read the City Mouse and the Country Mouse and list 

the differences and similarities between an urban, 

suburban and rural community. 

 

6.6.2.B1 

6.6.2.B2 

To identify the types of 

transportation used to move 

goods and people. 

 Identify goods that we use everyday and make a 

ñWhere did it come from & How did it get hereò list. 

 Discuss trade routes and using maps and globes, 

identify the way that they have evolved. 

 Identify how modes of transportation have changed 

in order to move goods from place to place. 

6.6.2.D1 

To recognize that the relationship 

of the Earth to the sun affects 

weather conditions, climate, and 

seasons. 

 Using map of the United States as well as a globe, 

identify the warm and cold climates in the world and 

the United States.  Combine with weather unit in 

Science to show how climate in regional areas is 

determined. 

 www.eduplace.com/activity 

6.6.2.C1 

6.6.2.E2 
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To identify the role of natural 

resources in our everyday life. 
 Identify and list natural resources and how each 

affects us. 

 Identify the difference between renewable and 

nonrenewable resources and create a picture booklet 

of each of the resources.  

 Discover that every product is created from a 

renewable or nonrenewable resource- create the 

project- ñWhat is it made of?ò 

6.6.2.E1 

6.6.2.E2 

To Identify the ways that humans 

impact their environment. 
 Compare and contrast North Haledon 100 years ago, 

50 years ago, and today. 

6.6.2.E3 

Forms of Assessment:  

Formal and informal assessment strategies may include but are not limited to: 

 Tests (selected or brief constructed response items - multiple choice, true-false, completion, matching, short 

answer, label a diagram) to assess recall, recognition, or content mastery  

 Oral communication (constructed responses including interviews, questions & responses, peer teaching/coaching, 

conferencing) to assess speaking and listening skills, ability to support/defend a position, information gathering, 

synthesizing concepts/ methods  

 Written language (constructed responses including essays, learning logs, journals) to assess writing and 

organization skills, research skills, progress over time, goal setting, record personal experiences, and vocabulary 

The student will determine the area of simple two-dimensional shapes on a square grid. 
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HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE  

Grades K ï 2 Curriculum Outlines  

Learning How To Be Friends  

 

GOAL: People are different, and those differences make each of us special.  

 

OBJECTIVES :  

The student should be able to:  

 

1. Understand the many different influences that help to form a person: family, age, gender, race, 

ethnic background, culture, environment, education, physical characteristics, religion, friends, 

etc.  

 

2. Compare and contrast self to others.  

 

3. Recognize and list differences in people.  

 

4. Explain how each difference in people potentially enriches all people.  

 

5. Recognize the things all of us share in common.  

 

6. Understand concepts of respect and trust.  

 

7. Apply concepts of respect and trust to self and to others.  

 

8. Understand how words can hurt us or make us feel good.  

 

9. Understand that feelings are your own, but that some feelings, such as feeling sorry for people who 

do terribly bad things, are wrong.  

 

10. Understand that actions do affect self and others.  

 

11. Plan ways that the student can be more trusting and caring of others to avoid hurting people.  
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GRADE THREE  
 

Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education Standards  

I. CIVICS  
Essential Questions:  

1. What is the difference between power and authority?  

2. How do government and law help democracy function?  

3. How do people show respect for diversity and tolerance for others?  

1. Understand the difference 

between power and authority 

and describe the 

characteristics of an 

effective law.  

 

 
ä www.uscis.gov  

 

6.2.4A.1,2  

8.1.4B.2,3,7 (T)  

2. Examine the rule of law in 

government systems.  

 6.2.2A.1  

3. Recognize that 

government exists at the 

community, county, state, 

and federal levels.  

 6.2.4A.3  

4. Practice tolerance, 

fairness, and respect for 

others to demonstrate an 

appreciation of diversity in 

our society.  

 

 
ä www.proteacher.com  

 

ä www.atozteacherstuff.com/themes/mlk.s

html  

 

6.2.2A.6  

9.2.4C.3  

II. AMERICAN VALUES  
Essential Questions:  

1. How is democracy expressed in historical documents such as the Declaration of Independence and The Mayflower 

Compact?  

2. What is the significance of our national symbols?  

3. How do historical figures represent American values?  

1. Know the essential ideas about 

American democracy and beliefs as 

expressed in the Mayflower Compact and 

the Declaration of Independence.  

 

 
ä Mayflower Compact  

 

ä Declaration of 

Independence  

 

6.4.4B.4  

2. Explain the significance of symbols of 

American values and beliefs including the 

Statue of Liberty, the Statue of Justice, 

the American flag and the national 

anthem.  

 

 
ä Patriotism by Linda 

Johnson  

 

6.2.4B.2  

6.4.4B.8  
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3. Recognize the name and historical 

significance of Thomas Jefferson 

(Declaration of Independence) and Helen 

Keller (diversity and perseverance).  

ä Steck Vaughn ï First 

Biographies  

ä The Miracle Worker ï 

video  

ä ñQuotationsò by Helen 

Keller  

ä www.quotationspage.com/

quotes/helen_keller/  

6.2.4B.4  

8.1.4B.2,3,7  

 

III. CITIZENSHIP  
Essential Questions:  

1. What are the rights and responsibilities of a citizen?  

2. How does an immigrant become a citizen?  

1. Understand that a citizen is a legally 

recognized member of the United States 

with rights and responsibilities such as 

voting and serving on juries.  

ä Your Right to Vote ï Steadwell 

Books, Steck Vaughn  

 

6.2.4D.1  

2. Describe how immigrants can become 

U.S. citizens.  

ä www.uscis.gov  

 

6.2.4D.3  

6.4.4B.6  

IV. WORLD HISTORY  
Essential Questions:  

1. What elements do all cultures share?  

2. How do people of diverse backgrounds work together?  

1. Analyze elements all cultures share 

such as food, clothing, housing, 

government, beliefs, literature, art, music, 

sport and media.  

 

 
ä Nystrom: People and Places 

Everywhere  

 

6.2.4E.8,9  

2. Describe situations in which people 

from diverse backgrounds work together 

to solve common problems.  

 

 
ä Nystrom: Map Champ Atlas  

 

9.1.4B.2,3  

V. STATE AND NATION  
Essential Questions:  

1. How do folklore, songs, symbols and major holidays contribute to our national heritage?  

2. Why is it important to preserve historical documents, buildings and artifacts?  

1. Understand and value the American 

national heritage by reviewing (a) diverse 

regional folklore of the United States; (b) 

history and values celebrated in 

American songs, symbols, slogans, and 

major holidays; (c) historical preservation 

of primary documents, buildings, places 

of memory, and significant artifacts; (d) 

Martin Luther Kingôs ñLetter from 

Birmingham City Jailò (1963).  

ä Kids Discover: Lewis and 

Clark  

ä Case study of Lewis and Clark 

and Sacagawea  

ä NVS Lessons  

ä Historical Journal. See 

suggested Literature List  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p.43 ï 

ñPatriotism and Love of Countryò  

ä www.usgs.gov/features/lewisan

dclark/childrenswebsites.html  

ä Fifty American Heroes by Dr. 

Dennis Denenberg  

 

6.1.4A.1,2  

6.4.4B.8  
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VI. FAMILY AND COMMUNITY LIFE  
Essential Questions:  

1. How did families of long ago express and transmit their beliefs and values?  

2. How has family life changed from the past to the past?  

1. Discuss how families long ago 

expressed and transmitted their beliefs 

and values through oral tradition, 

literature, songs and community 

celebrations.  

 

 
ä Use Native American culture 

ex: Kwakiutl, Cheyenne, Navajo  

 

6.2.4B.4  

6.4.4A.1  

6.4.4B.8  

2. Compare family life in a community of 

the past to life in a community of the 

present.  

 6.4.4A.2  

9.1.4A.3  

3. Discuss the history of local community, 

including but not limited to, the origins of 

its name, groups and individuals who 

lived there, and important places and 

buildings in the community.  

 6.4.4A.4  

VII. ECONOMICS  
Essential Questions:  

1. How do natural resources impact on the wants and needs of people?  

2. How are natural, human, and capital resources used to produce goods and provide services?  

1. Explain the three functions of money in 

the economy: Medium of Exchange 

(buying), Measure of Value (price 

comparisons) and Store of Values 

(savings).  

 6.5.4A.3  

2. Explain that prices are the money value 

of goods and services and that prices 

change as a result of changes in supply 

and demand.  

 6.5.4A.1,5  

3. Understand that there are not enough 

resources to satisfy all the wants of 

individuals, groups, and societies.  

ä Round and Round the Money 

Goes: What Money is and How 

We Use It, by Melvin Berger and 

Gilda Berger  

 

6.5.4A.2  

4. Understand that since people cannot 

have everything they want, they must 

make choices about using goods and 

services.  

 

 
ä The Story of Money by Betsy 

Maestro  

 

6.5.4A.2  

5. Discuss how natural, human, and 

capital resources are used to produce 

goods and to provide services.  

ä The Kidôs Guide to Money: 

Earning It, Saving It, Spending It, 

Growing It, Sharing It, by Steven 

Otfinoski  

ä www.kidsmoney.org  
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VIII. GEOGRAPHY  
Essential Questions:  

1. How do maps and globes help to identify geographic features of the U.S.?  

2. How is the data represented on special purpose maps?  

3. Where are major cities of the U.S. and countries of the world located?  

4. How have humans attempted to solve environmental issues?  

5. How have transportation and communications developed in the U.S.?  

6. How have regions changed over time?  

7. How does global interdependence effect people and countries?  

A. World In Spatial Terms  
1. Explain the spatial concepts 

of relative and absolute location 

and distance.  

 
ä Nystrom: People and Places Everywhere  

 

6.6.4A.1  

2. Use physical and political 

maps to identify locations and 

spatial relationships of places 

within local and nearby 

communities.  

 
ä Nystrom: Map Champ Atlas  

 

6.6.4A.1  

3. Know the elements of maps 

including scale, symbols, legend, 

grid, and directions.  

 6.6.4A.1,3,6  

4. Identify the major cities of the 

United States.  

 6.6.4A.4  

5. Identify the major countries of 

the world.  

 6.6.4A.5  

6. Identify time zones, latitude, 

longitude, and the global grid.  

 6.6.4A.6  

B. Places and Regions  1. Identify the physical and human 

characteristics of places and regions in the 

U.S.  

6.6.4B.1  

C. Physical Systems  
1. Describe and illustrate the 

hydrologic cycle, including 

precipitation, evaporation, and 

condensation.  

ä Science Curriculum Guide ñWeather, 

Water, Airò pg. 19  

 

6.6.4C.1  

D. Human Systems  
1. Describe the development of 

transportation and 

communication networks in the 

U.S. including New Jersey  

ä Growth of the railroad in early prairie 

towns.  

ä ñThe Wright Brothers and the Invention 

of the Aerial Ageò 

www.nasm.si.edu/wrightbrothers/index.cfm  

 

6.6.4D.1  

6.6.4D.2  

2. Identify the distribution and 

characteristics of populations for 

different regions of New Jersey 

and the U.S.  

 6.6.4D.2  
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E. Environment and Society  
1. Describe ways in which 

humans have attempted to 

solve environmental problems 

through adaptation and 

modification.  

 6.6.4B.2  

2. Differentiate between living 

and non-living natural 

resources.  

 

 
ä Natural Resources by Damien Randle  

 

6.6.4E.1  

3. Explain the nature, 

characteristics, and 

distribution of renewable and 

non-renewable resources.  

 6.6.4E.2  

X. HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING  
Essential Question:  

1. How are terms of time used to date historical events?  

1. Apply terms related to time 

including years, decades, 

centuries and generations.  

 6.1.4A.2  

Teachers will address current 

events on a timely basis and as 

noteworthy events arise.  

ä www.timeforkids  

ä www.weeklyreader  

ä www.studiesweekly  

 

6.1.2A.3  

6.2.4E.5  

 

  

Forms of Assessment:  

Formal and informal assessment strategies may include but are not limited to: 

 Tests (selected or brief constructed response items - multiple choice, true-false, completion, matching, short answer, 

label a diagram) to assess recall, recognition, or content mastery  

 Oral communication (constructed responses including interviews, questions & responses, peer teaching/coaching, 

conferencing) to assess speaking and listening skills, ability to support/defend a position, information gathering, 

synthesizing concepts/ methods  

 Written language (constructed responses including essays, learning logs, journals) to assess writing and 

organization skills, research skills, progress over time, goal setting, record personal experiences, and vocabulary The 

student will determine the area of simple two-dimensional shapes on a square grid. 
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GRADE FOUR  
 

Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

I. AMERICAN PRINCIPLES, CONSTITUTION, AND DEMOCRACY  
Essential Questions:  

1. What are the key documents and essential ideas that express American democratic principles?  

2. What are the symbols and beliefs on N.J. and the U.S.?  

3. What are the branches of the state and federal government and the responsibilities of each branch?  

1. Know the key documents and 

essential ideas that express 

American democratic principles 

and beliefs including (a) Bill of 

Rights; (b) U.S. Constitution; (c) 

Pledge of Allegiance; (d) first 

New Jersey Constitution. 

Recognize and analyze.  

ä www.ourdocuments.gov  

ä In Defense of Liberty and The Story of 

Americas Bill of Rights by Freedman, 

Russell  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 46 ï ñPrinciples 

of U.S. Constitutionò  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 49 ñBill of 

Rightsò  

6.2.4B.1  

8.1.4B.7  

2. Explain the significance of 

New Jersey symbols and beliefs 

including the motto and 

symbols.  

 6.4.4B.4  

3. Understand and discuss 

American values and beliefs, 

such as equality of opportunity, 

fairness, separation of church 

and state, and the rights 

guaranteed by the U.S. 

Constitution and the Bill of 

Rights.  

 

 
ä www.u-s-history.com/  

 

6.2.2A.6  

4. Compare and contrast the 

respective roles of the three 

branches of the state and federal 

government.  

ä http://bensguide.gov  

ä NVS Lesson: 3-ring circles  

ä Create a Venn Diagram  

 

6.2.4C.4  

5. List the major offices and 

office holders in national, state 

and local government and 

explain the roles and 

responsibilities of each.  

 
ä www.njleg.state.nj.us/kids/index.asp  

 

6.2.4A.4  

6. Identify major services 

provided by state and local 

government.  

ä www.njstatelib.orgcyberdesk/gbgday2.

htm-lok  

 

6.2.4C.3  

6.5.4B.1  

7. Explain what taxes are and 

how the money is used to 

provide services.  

ä www.teachers.net/lessons/posts/1526.ht

ml  

 

ä Lesson 1526 (in appendix)  

 

6.5.4B.1  
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8. Discuss how the U.S. 

Constitution describes how the 

U.S. government is organized 

and how it defines and limits the 

powers of government.  

 6.2.4C.1  

9. Discuss how governmental 

bodies make decisions and 

explain the impact of these 

decisions on school and 

community life.  

 6.2.4C.2  

 

II. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  
Essential Question:  

1. How does the U.S. interact with other nations?  

1. Explain that the world is 

divided into many nations 

having different governments, 

laws, territories, people, 

languages and customs .  

 6.2.4E.1  

2. Generate ways in which the 

U.S. interacts with other 

nations through trade, treaties, 

diplomacy, cultural exchanges 

and sometimes through the use 

of military force..  

 

 
ä Can be referenced during the Colonial 

Era  

 

6.2.4E.2,3  

3. Analyze the purposes of the 

United Nations.  

 6.2.4E.4  

III. FAMILY AND COMMUNITY LIFE  
Essential Question:  

1. Why do immigrants come to New Jersey and the United States?  

1. Understand reasons why 

various groups emigrated to 

America and N.J., and discuss 

some of the problems 

experienced by immigrants 

(including experiences of Ellis 

Island, and working/living 

conditions).  

 

 
ä www.teacher.scholastic.com/lessonpla

ns/results.asp  

 

ä www.ellisisland.org  

 

6.4.4A.3,5,6  

6.4.4B.6  

8.1.4B. 
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IV. STATE AND NATION  
Essential Questions:  

1. Who are some of the American revolutionary leaders and what was their role in documenting the fight for 

independence?  

2. How did groups struggle in America to attain liberty?  

3. What impact did scientific discoveries, inventions and folklore have on New Jersey?  

a. Identify and critique reasons 

why George Washington, 

Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin 

Franklin, William Livingston, 

Molly Pitcher and other 

revolutionary leaders fought for 

independence from England, for 

our nation and State of New 

Jersey, and distinguish fact 

from fiction by comparing 

sources about historical figures 

and events with fictionalized 

characters and events.  

b. Distinguish fact from fiction 

by comparing sources about 

historical figures and events 

with fictionalized characters 

and events.  

 

 
ä Molly Pitcher, Simon and Schuster  

 

ä Ben Franklin ï p. 46 and Thomas 

Jefferson ï p. 59  

 

ä 50 American Heroes, by Dr. Dennis 

Denenberg  

 

6.1.4A.5,6  

6.4.4B.2  

2. Identify major documents in 

N.J. and American history such 

as the U.S. and N.J. 

Constitutions, N.J. State Seal.  

 

 
ä www.ourdocuments.gov  

 

6.4.4B.4  

3. Distinguish between an 

eyewitness account and a 

secondary account of a 

historical event.  

ä Tales from the UGRR , by Kate 

Connell (Pub. Steck-Vaughn)  

ä Case study: The Underground 

Railroad  

 

6.1.4A.5,6  

4. Discuss N.J.ôs important role 

during the American Revolution 

.  

 6.4.4B.3  

5. Examine the struggle of all 

groups of Americans to attain 

liberty and equality using as 

examples the lives of Susan B. 

Anthony, Frederick Douglass, 

Sojourner Truth, Cesar Chavez, 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, or Paul 

Robeson  

ä 50 American Heroes by Dr. Dennis 

Denenberg: Susan B Anthony, p.16; 

Frederick Douglass, p. 40, Cesar 

Chavez, p.32, Harriet Tubman, p. 104  

 

6.2.4B.4  
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IV. STATE AND NATION ï Continued  

6. Understand N.J. heritage by 

reviewing folklore and cultural 

contributions from New Jersey.  

ä The Devil You Say (See Appendix)  

 

6.3.4B.9  

7. Identify major scientific 

discoveries and inventions and 

scientists and inventors with 

special focus on New Jersey.  

 
ä See Appendix for list of resources ñNew 

Jersey Firstò  

 

6.3.4B.6  

8. Identify and compare in 

writing the major early cultures 

that existed in the region that 

became New Jersey prior to 

contact with Europeans (ex. 

Lenape).  

 
ä Present visual graphic organizer  

 

ä Deliver oral presentation of information.  

 

6.3.4B.1  

6.3.4C.5  

9. Discuss the process of 

historical preservation of 

documents, buildings and 

significant artifacts.  

 6.4.4B.8  

10. Teacherôs will address 

current events on a timely basis 

and as noteworthy events arise 

using multiple sources of 

information.  

ä www.timeforkids.com  

ä www.weeklyreader.com  

ä www.studiesweekly.com  

ä The Record  

 

6.1.2A.3  

6.1.4A.3  

6.2.4E.5  

V. ECONOMICS AND NEW JERSEY  
Essential Question:  

1. What are the products of New Jersey?  

1. Describe products and 

services that are developed, 

manufactured or grown in New 

Jersey.  

 6.5.4B.2  

VI. PERSONAL FINANCE MANAGEMENT  

1. Understand that people can 

improve their ability to earn 

income by gaining new 

knowledge and skills.  

 6.5.4A.7  

9.1.4A.3  

VII. GEOGRAPHY  
Essential Question:  

1. What are the regions of New Jersey and how would you describe them?  

1. Identify major cities of  New 

Jersey.  

 6.6.4A.4  

2. a. Identify and compare the 

physical and human characteristics 

of places, regions, and populations 

in New Jersey and the changes 

over time (e.g., the population shift 

from farm to city in New Jersey).  

b. Describe the development of 

transportation and communication 

networks in New Jersey  

 
ä Map Region Lessons  

 

6.4.4B.7  

6.6.4B.1,2,4  
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3. Describe the geography of 

New Jersey, and differentiate 

the characteristics of places 

and regions from various 

viewpoints.  

ä County Projects  

ä Create a ñT chartò  

 

ä Compare and contrast rural, suburban and 

urban communities  

 

6.6.4B.1,2,3  

4. Estimate distances between 

2 places on a map using a 

scale of miles.  

 6.6.4A.3  

5. Recognize cardinal and 

intermediate directions when 

referring to a relative location.  

 6.6.4A.1  

6. Physical Systems  

a. Identify the major physical 

processes that shape the 

Earthôs surface such as 

weathering, erosion, 

earthquakes and volcanoes.  

b. Describe the basic 

components of the Earthôs 

physical systems, including 

landforms, water, and erosion.  

c. Predict the effects of 

physical processes and 

changes on the Earth.  

d. Discuss how the 

community and its 

environment function as an 

ecosystem.  

 
ä Science Curriculum Guide 

6.6.4C.1  

Forms of Assessment:  

Formal and informal assessment strategies may include but are not limited to: 

 Tests (selected or brief constructed response items - multiple choice, true-false, completion, matching, short answer, 

label a diagram) to assess recall, recognition, or content mastery  

 Oral communication (constructed responses including interviews, questions & responses, peer teaching/coaching, 

conferencing) to assess speaking and listening skills, ability to support/defend a position, information gathering, 

synthesizing concepts/ methods  

 Written language (constructed responses including essays, learning logs, journals) to assess writing and 

organization skills, research skills, progress over time, goal setting, record personal experiences, and vocabulary The 

student will determine the area of simple two-dimensional shapes on a square grid. 
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HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE  

Grades 3 - 4 Curriculum Outlines  

Communities Are People  

 

Goal: Each person is strengthened and enriched by the differences they find and accept in others.  

 

Objectives:  

The student should be able to:  

 

1. Identify physical characteristics of themselves and others.  

2. Identify cultural contributions of people of different backgrounds. 6.2.4E.6,7  

3. Recognize those contributions people give to one another.  

4. Understand the effects of our words and actions on others.  

5. Define prejudice, discrimination, racism and sexism, and stereotyping. 6.2.4E.11  

6. Give examples of prejudice in actions against individuals and groups.  

7. Explain how prejudice hurts everyone and ways we all (individually, as a community, a nation, a 

world) suffer because of it.  

8. Give examples of times that prejudice has led to the persecution and killing of groups of people, 

such as the Holocaust.  

9. Understand that in time of prejudice and persecution, some people are courageous and help the 

victim, some remain silent, and some are guilty of doing evil things to others.  

10. Explain some of the reasons people choose to think and to act in caring or in hurtful ways.  

11. Understand that prejudice and the hurtful actions it leads to can affect any individual or any 

group at any time.  

12. Recognize and accept that each person is responsible for their actions.  

13. Think of ways in which people can stand up for what they believe is right and good.  

14. Develop a plan to be more thoughtful, caring and trusting of others.  
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GRADE FIVE  

Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

And Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

I. EUROPEAN EXPLORATION (Three Worlds Meet )  

Essential Questions:  
1. What factors led to European exploration?  

2. What impact did European exploration have on the Americas?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.8A.1-10  

Career Education Standards ï 9.2.8A,B,C,D  

1. List the factors which led to 

European exploration and 

discuss their impact.  

 

ä CD ROM: Explorers of the World 

Grolierôs Year  

 

6.4.8C.1-4  

 
2. Identify major European 

explorers and their 

achievements.  

 

 6.4.8C.2 

3. Describe the interaction of 

European cultures with the 

indigenous population in North 

America.  

 

ä www.plainfield.k12.in.us/hschool.webq/we

bq168/index.htm  

 

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 220, 126 Change in a 

Significant Historical Period  

 

ä Book: The Encyclopedia of Native 

Americans by Trudy Griffin-Pierce  

 

6.4.8C.5-7  

6.4.8D.4  

II. COLONIAL AMERICA  

Essential Questions:  
 

1. What factors led to the European colonization of North America?  

2. What were the unique features of colonial America?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï  

Career Education Standards ï 9.2.8A,B,C,D  

1. Describe the diverse 

economic development in the 

European colonies.  

ä www.colonialwilliamsburg.org/  

ä Book: Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes  

ä Video: April Morning  

ä Field Trip: Van Cortland Manor  

6.4.8D.1-3,7  

2. Explain why conflicts arose 

between Native Americans and 

colonists.  

ä www.enchantedlearning.com  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p.220, 221 European 

Conflict  

ä Students will debate Columbusô 

ñdiscoveryò of the New World  

 

6.4.8D.4,5  

6.4.8E.7  

3. Explain how slavery 

developed and affected America.  

ä www.uiowa.edu/~socialed/lessons/slavery.

html  

ä Create a mural of the life of a slave  

6.4.8C.8  

6.4.8D.6  
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6. Discuss the background and 

major issues of the War of 1812 

(causes, events, and results).  

 

ä ñStar Spangled Bannerò  

 

6.4.8E.8  

6.4.8F.7  

4. Identify political 

developments that contributed to 

the growth of democracy in 

America.  

ä Book: A History of US by Joy Hakim, 

Oxford University Press, 2000  

 

6.4.8E.5  

5. Explain the significance of the 

English victory in the French 

and Indian War.  

ä Video: Founding Fathers, A&E 

Publishing, 2000  

ä http://earlyamerica.com  

ä www.state.nj.us/state/history/material.html 

NJ Historical Commission  

 

6.4.8D.5  

Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

IV. GOVERNMENT/CIVICS  

Essential Questions:  
1. What are the basic principles of American democracy?  

2. What are the basic principles of non-democratic governments?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï  

Career Education Standards ï 9.2.8A,B,C,D  

1. Explain how the weaknesses of 

the Articles of Confederation led to 

the development of our 

Constitution.  

ä www.coreknowledge.org/ckprotoz/resrcs/le

ssons/01_8_constitution.pdf 

 

 

2. Describe the three branches of 

government outlined in the 

Constitution.  

ä Inspiration Template ï 3 Branches of 

Government  

ä http://garnet.coled.org/cur/sst/sst89.txt  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 46,47,55,56 Principles 

of the U.S. Constitution  

ä Visual displays (e.g., flip books, flap books, 

mobiles)  

 

6.2.8B.2  

6.2.8C.1,2  

6.2.8D.4  

6.2.8E.3  

3. Discuss the importance and need 

for the Bill of Rights.  

ä Website: Bill of Rights, http://garnet.col-

ed.org/cur/sst/sst214.txt  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 49,50  

 

4. Explain the importance of the 

rule of law for the preservation of 

individual rights and the common 

good.  

 6.2.8A.1  

6.2.8C.6  

5. Debate how the Constitution has 

met the needs of changing times 

through the Amendment process.  

ä http://thomas.loc.gov  

ä Library of Congress  

ä The Legal Eagles  

 

6.1.8C.1-4  
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8. Understand the process through 

which individuals can come to the 

United States and become citizens.  

ä Website: How does Government Affect 

Me? ï The PBS Democracy Project 

www.pbs.org/democracy/kids/  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 61 Federalists vs. 

Anti-Federalists  

ä Ellis Island  

ä Citizenship  

6.1.8C.1-5  

9. Compare and contrast democratic 

and authoritarian/totalitarian systems.  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 68 What is a Good 

Citizen?  

 

6.2.8A.2,3  

V. CURRENT EVENTS 6.2.8E.8  

Local and State News:  

Students will (1) be familiar with local and state issues and events; (2) connect these events to their personal 

environment.  

 

  

6. Compare the structure of 

federal, state, and local 

governments.  

ä http://memory.loc.gov.ammem/nd/pedu/less

ons/theme.html  

ä www.whitehouse.gov  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 58,59 Structures of 

Government  

6.2.8A.4  

7. Discuss the responsibilities of 

citizens in civics, politics, and 

government and how they 

influence legislation..  

ä www.eduref.org/cgi-

bin/lessons.cgi/social_studies/civics  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 52 Current Events  

ä http://www.biography.com  

ä Guest Speaker: local officials government  

 

6.2.8A.6  

6.2.8B.3  

6.2.8D.1-5  
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HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE  

Grades 5 - Curriculum Outlines  

PEOPLE NEED PEOPLE  

 

Goal: Prejudice hurts each of us as individuals and weakens the group as a whole.  

Objective: The student should be able to:  

 

1. Recognize that each of us has traits and attributes in which we take pride.  

 

2. Recognize the values that influence each student.  

 

3. Identify the sources from which people learn their values.  

 

4. Define and explain the term ñprejudice.ò  

 

5. Explain the terms bigotry, discrimination, racism, stereotyping, scapegoating, ethnocentrism, anti-

Semitism and genocide.  

 

6. Give examples of prejudice toward individuals and groups in history and in the present.  

 

7. Demonstrate an understanding that each of us is faced with making choices and the difficulty in 

making choices.  

 

8. Understand that choices have consequences for the group.  
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GRADE SIX  
 

Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

I. PREHISTORY  
Essential Questions:  

1. What methods are used by archaeologists and anthropologists to study the past?  

2. What are the major theories of the origins of humankind?  

3. How did early humans meet their basic needs?  

4. What is civilization?  

Technology Literacy Standards - 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10; 8.2.A.1-5; B.105; C.1-3  

Career Education Standards ï 9.2.8A.2-5; 9.2.8C.1-6; 9.2.8D.1-4  

1. Define archaeology and anthropology 

and describe methodologies used.  

ä www.ruf.rice.edu/~anth/arch/mali-

interactive/aboutarcheoolgy  

ä Video: Dawn of Man, by Discovery  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 211 ï Defining 

Culture  

ä Make Artifacts  

 

  

 

2. Describe at least two theories of human 

origin.  

ä Chart  

 

3. Describe the transition from food 

gatherers to food producers.  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 218 ï Prehistoric 

Agricultural Communities  

 

6.3.8A.1,2  

4. Compare the Old Stone Age lifestyle to 

the New Stone Age ï Paleolithic and 

Neolithic.  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p.318 ï Patterns of 

Human Settlements  

 

ä Create a Venn diagram  

 

6.3.8A.1,2  

5. Define prerequisites of civilization.   6.3.8A.3  

II. RIVER VALLEY CIVILIZATIONS  
Essential Questions:  

1. What were the unique features of each civilization: Mesopotamia, Egypt, Kush (Nubia), Huang He, and the Indus 

Valley?  

2. How did the physical and cultural environment affect the development and demise of each of the above 

civilizations?  

3. What were the contributions made by each civilization?  

Technology Literacy Standards - 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10; 8.2.A.1-5; B.105; C.1-3  

Career Education Standards - 9.2.8A.2-5; 9.2.8C.1-6; 9.2.8D.1-4  

1. Apply the five themes of geography to 

each of the River Valley Civilizations: 

Location, Place, Region, Movement, and 

Human Environment Interaction.  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 353 ï How we 

Adjust to or Change the Physical 

Environment  

 

äwww.ancientmesopotamia.co.uk/menu  

 

ä www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu  

 

6.3.8A.3  

2. Describe how each civilization met its 

basic needs.  
 
ä www.ancientmesopotamia.co.uk/men

u  

6.3.8A.3  

3. Explain how each civilization 

developed government.  
 
ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 381 ï Pharaohs 

of Ancient Egypt  

6.3.8A.3  
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4. Compare and contrast cultural 

components of each civilization.  
 
ä IMAX movie ï Mysteries of Egypt  

6.3.8A.3  

5. Recognize the cultural heritage of each 

civilization.  
 
ä Artifacts-Classroom Museum  

ä Discovery Kids Magazine  

6.3.8A.3  

 

Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

III. GREECE AND ROME  

Essential Questions:  
1. What were the unique features of each civilization?  

2. How did the physical and cultural environment affect the development and demise of each 

civilization?  

3. What were the contributions made by these civilizations?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10; 8.2.A.1-5; B.105; C.1-3  

Career Education Standards ï 9.2.8A.2-5; 9.2.8C.1-6; 9.2.8D.1-4  

1. Apply the five themes of 

geography to each of the Western 

Civilizations studied: location, 

place, movement, region, human 

environmental interaction.  

 
ä British Museum Website  

 

6.3.8A.1-3  

2. Describe the similarities and 

differences in the ways people 

made a living.  

 
ä Create an economic map using picture 

symbols, gender roles  

 

6.3.8B.2,6  

3. Explain how each of these 

civilizations developed its 

government and how the 

democratic ideals shaped 

civilization.  

 
ä Role-play Greek and Roman Leaders.  

 

6.3.8B.3,7  

4. Compare and contrast cultural 

components of each civilization 

including religions, art, literature, 

and daily life.  

 
ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 223 ï Rhetoric in 

Ancient and Modern Societies  

ä www.ancientgreece.com  

ä Make models on famous Greek and 

Roman architectural wonders  

ä Olympic game simulation  

ä Make mosaics  

ä Compare and contrast ancient Roman 

government and U.S. Government  

 

6.3.8B.2-7  

5. Contrast the rise and fall of each.  ä Line Graph  

 

6.3.8B.2-9  

6. List the contributions of each.  ä Read and act out Greek myths  6.3.8B.4-7  



35 
 

 

  

  

Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

IV. WORLD RELIGIONS  
Essential Questions:  

1. Who were the founders of each religion?  

2. What effects did religion have on the cultural development of each region?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10; 8.2.A.1-5; B.105; C.1-3  

Career Education Standards ï 9.2.8A.2-5; 9.2.8C.1-6; 9.2.8D.1-4  

1. Explain the difference between 

polytheism and monotheism. . 

Discuss the rise of monotheistic 

religions 

 6.3.8B.1  

2. Explain the origins, beliefs, and 

contributions of the major world 

religions: Judaism, Christianity, 

Islam, Confucianism, Hinduism, 

Taoism, and Buddhism.  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 216 ï The 

Growth of Islam  

ä www.ancient-hebrew.org  

ä www.pbs.org/empires/islam  

ä www.bt.internet.com/~viveKanada/sch

ools  

ä Cooperative group study of world 

religions  

 

6.3.8B.1  

6.3.8C.2,3  

V. MIDDLE AGES  
Essential Questions:  

1. What were the Middle Ages?  

2. What events and changes occurred during the Middle Ages?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10; 8.2.A.1-5; B.105; C.1-3  

Career Education Standards ï 9.2.8A.2-5; 9.2.8C.1-6; 9.2.8D.1-4  

1. Understand the evolution of 

significant political, economic, social, 

and cultural institutions: Roman 

Catholic Church and Byzantine 

churches, Feudalism and Manorial 

System, rise of constitutional 

government in England (Magna Carta).  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 178 ï 

Adolescent Culture in Medieval and 

Modern Societies  

 

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 320 ï 

Urbanization, the Growth of Cities  

 

ä Culminating activity: medieval fair  

 

6.1.8D.1  

6.3.8C.1,6,7  

2. Explain the development of the 

Islamic political and cultural systems. 

Include scientific and artistic 

achievements, the impact of trade, and 

conflict with Europeans (the Crusades).  

ä www.historychannel.com  

 

ä Metropolitan Museum: Cloisters  

 

6.3.8C.2  
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Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

V. MIDDLE AGES ï Continued  

3. Describe the importance and impact 

of increased trade among world 

societies.  

 6.3.8D.1-3 

4. Understand the significance of 

cultures of South and East Asia 

including: Golden Age of China, the 

Mongol Empire, Japan, and India.  

 6.3.8C.3 

5. Analyze the rise of West African 

states of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai.  

ä www.africana.com/blackboard/b

b_his_000066.htm  

 

6.3.8C.4  

VI. AGE OF GLOBAL ENCOUNTERS  
Essential Questions:  

1. What was the Renaissance and how did it affect the world?  

2. What were the lasting effects of the Renaissance?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10; 8.2.A.1-5; B.105; C.1-3  

Career Education Standards ï 9.2.8A.2-5; 9.2.8C.1-6; 9.2.8D.1-4  

1. Explain the major developments in 

European society and culture: The 

Renaissance, the Reformation, 

European exploration and colonial 

empires, trans-Atlantic slave trade, the 

commercial revolution, the scientific 

revolution, and the Enlightenment.  

 
ä www.hyperhistory.com  

 

6.3.8D.1-3  

6.4.8C.1  

2. Analyze the development of Meso 

and South American civilizations. 

Include their political, economic 

structures, and social traditions.  

ä CD ROM: Grolierôs: How would 

you Survive as an Egyptian, Viking, 

Aztec?  

 

ä BBC Kids - Vikings  

 

6.3.8C.5  

VII. GLOBAL CONNECTIONS  

1. Describe how oneôs heritage 

includes personal history and 

experiences, culture, customs, and 

family background.  

 6.2.8E.6 

2. Analyze how the life, culture, 

economics, politics, and the media of 

the United States impact the rest of 

the world.  

 6.2.8E.7 

3. Discuss how cultures may change 

and that individuals may identify 

with more than one culture.  

 6.2.8E.9 

4. Engage in activities that foster 

understanding of various cultures 

(e.g., clubs, dance groups, sports, 

travel, community celebrations.  

 6.2.8E.10 
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VIII. CURRENT EVENTS (Threaded throughout the curriculum) 6.2.8E.8  

Local and State News:  

Students will (1) be familiar with local and state issues and events; (2) connect these events to their 

personal environment.  

National News:  

Students will (1) be familiar with important national events and issues; (2) understand the effect of 

national events and issues on their lives.  

International News:  

Students will (1) be familiar with most important international news events; (2) understand the effect 

of international events and issues on life in the United States.  
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HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE  

Grades 6 - Curriculum Outlines  

CHOOSING TO MAKE A BETTER WORLD  

 

Goal: Individual choices and actions influence group attitudes and behavior; the group influences the 

individualôs behavior.  

 

Objectives:  The student should be able to:  

 

1. Recognize various types of human behavior, positive and negative.  

2. Explain the following behaviors: perpetrator (persecutor), collaborator, bystander, righteous 

person, rescuer, and hero.  

3. Analyze why people and nations act as the following: perpetrator (persecutor), collaborator, 

bystander, righteous people, rescuer, and hero.  

4. Understand the impact of group dynamics on individual choices and actions.  

5. Compare and contrast various types of genocide and five examples from history and the present.  

6. Apply the analysis of conditions that may lead to genocide to several examples in history.  

7. Understand the importance of moral responsibility in making choices.  

8. Understand the consequences of certain choices in terms of human pain and happiness, and human 

construction and destruction.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES OBJECTIVES  

GRADES 7 - 8  

 
HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING  

FOR GRADES SEVEN AND EIGHT  

 

 

Students will:  

 

1. Explain how historical events are related over time.  

2. Use critical thinking skills to interpret historical events.  

3. Apply critical thinking skills to assess the credibility of primary and secondary sources.  

4. Analyze data in order to see persons and events in their historical context.  

5. Examine current issues, events, or themes and relate them to the world history.  

6. Formulate historical questions based on information needs.  

7. Use effective strategies for locating information.  

8. Compare and contrast competing interpretations of historical events.  

  



40 
 

GRADE SEVEN  
 

Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

I. INTRODUCTION TO GEOGRAPHY  

PHYSICAL, ENVIRONMENTAL, CULTURAL/POLITICAL  

Essential Questions:  
1. How are different types of maps used?  

2. What types of keys and symbols are present on maps and how are they used?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10; 8.2.A.1-5; B.105; C.1-3  

Career Education Standards ï 9.1A.4; 9.2A-D  

1. Recognize types of maps and 

their uses.  
 
ä www.earthview.com  

 

ä Website: World Geography  

www.factmonster.com/ipka/ao77

0414.html  

 

6.6.8A.1,2,6,8,9  

2. Name and locate continents, 

major landmasses and bodies of 

water.  

 
ä Website: National 

Geographic  

www.nationalgeographic.com/g

eobee/  

 

6.6.8A.7  

6.6.8B.1  

3. Analyze graphics and text 

which display and describe 

geographic and cultural 

information.  

 
ä Website: Nystrom  

www.OurWorldToday.com  

 

6.6.8A.2  

4. Use graphic tools and 

technology to pose/answer 

questions about spatial 

distributions and patterns on 

Earth.  

ä Website: World Memory 

Game  

www.nationalgeographic.com/n

gkids/games/copycat/copycat.ht

ml  

 

6.6.8A.5,10  

6.6.8D.1  

5. Locate Earthôs major 

ecosystems and distributions of 

natural resources. Explain how 

they function locally and 

globally and are interconnected.  

ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 350-

352 ï ñWorld Distribution and 

Management of Resourcesò  

 

6.6.8B.4  

6.6.8C.1-5  

6.6.8D.3,7  

6. Analyze the impact of various 

human activities and social 

policies on the natural 

environment over time.  

 

                                                          6.6.8B.2  

                                                        6.6.8D.5,6  

7. Explain the distribution of major human and physical features at 

country and global scales.  

6.6.8A.7,11  

6.6.8B.3,6,7  

6.6.8D.2,4,8  

http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/ao770414.html
http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/ao770414.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/
http://www.ourworldtoday.com/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngkids/games/copycat/copycat.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngkids/games/copycat/copycat.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngkids/games/copycat/copycat.html
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Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

 

II. NORTH AMERICA (including New Jersey Geography)  

 

Essential Questions:  
1. What are the significant landforms, waterways, boundaries, countries, capitals, and the significant 

geographic terms which describe them?  

2. What are some of the similarities and differences between this continent and other continents studied?  

3. How does geographic location affect the people of this continent?  

4. How do people of this continent adapt to their environment?  

 

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10  

Career Education Standards ï 9.1A.4; 9.2A-D  

 

 

1. Define the 5 themes of 

geography: location, place, 

movement, region, human 

environment interaction.  

 

 
ä ñMr. Helpò memory strategy  

 

6.6.8A.3,4  

 

 
2. Describe the geographic 

location.  

 

 

 
ä Website: Fun School Games-

Activities 

www.funschool.com/games.php  

 

6.6.8A.3,4  

 
3. Recognize important 

landforms, waterways, 

countries, and cities.  

 

 
ä Website: www.what-is-the-

capital-of.com  

 

6.6.8B.1  

 
4. Describe the environmental 

factors that influence peoplesô 

lifestyles.  

 

 

 
ä N.J. Frameworks: P. 353-354 

ï ñHow we adjust to or change 

the physical environmentò  

 

6.6.8B.5  

6.6.8E.1-5  

 
5. List the factors that 

contribute to or determine 

demographic changes.  

 

 
ä Social Studies School 

Services Cartograms 1-800-421-

4246  

 

6.6.8D.2,6,8  

 
6. Recognize similar or diverse 

cultural and geographic factors 

and their regional ramifications.  

 

 

 
ä www.ourhistoryatlas.com  

 

6.6.8B.1  

7. Be able to identify on a  

U.S. map all states and capitals.  

 

6.6.8A.11  
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8. Evaluate issues involved with 

 sprawl, open space, and smart  

growth in New Jersey.  

 

6.6.8E.7  

III. SOUTH AMERICA  

Essential Questions:  
1. What are the significant landforms, waterways, boundaries, countries, capitals, and the significant 

geographic terms which describe them?  

2. What are some of the similarities and differences between this continent and other continents studied?  

3. How does geographic location affect the people of this continent?  

4. How do people of this continent adapt to their environment?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10  

Career Education Standards ï 9.1A.4; 9.2A-D  

1. Define the 5 themes of 

geography: location, place, 

movement, region, human 

environment interaction.  

 

ä www.weather.com  

 

6.6.8A.3,4  

2. Describe the geographic 

 location.  

 

6.6.8A.3,4  

3. Recognize important landforms,  

waterways, countries, and cities.  

 

6.5.8A.1-7  

 
4. Describe the environmental 

factors that influence peoplesô 

lifestyles.  

 

 
ä www.discoveryschool.com  

 

6.6.8E.1-5  

5. List the factors that 

contribute to or determine 

demographic changes.  

 

ä www.teachers.net/lessons  

 

6.6.8D.2,6,8  

6. Recognize similar or diverse 

cultural and geographic factors 

and their regional ramifications.  

 

National Geographic Explorer-6x a year 

(issn 1536-1101) 1-800-368-2728, 10-199 

issues $4.95 per student, 200 or more $2.50  

 

6.6.8B.1  
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GRADE SEVEN 

Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

IV. AFRICA  
Essential Questions:  

1. What are the significant landforms, waterways, boundaries, countries, capitals, and the significant geographic 

terms which describe them?  

2. What are some of the similarities and differences between this continent and other continents studied?  

3. How does geographic location affect the people of this continent?  

4. How do people of this continent adapt to their environment?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10  

Career Education Standards ï 9.1A.4; 9.2A-D  

1. Define the 5 themes of geography: 

location, place, movement, region, 

human environment interaction.  

 
ä www.weather.com  

 

6.6.8A.3,4  

2. Describe the geographic location.   
ä Website: www.cnn.com  

 

6.6.8A.3,4  

3. Recognize important landforms,  

waterways, countries, and cities.  

6.6.8B.1  

4. Describe the environmental factors 

that influence peoplesô lifestyles.  
 
ä www.discoveryschool.com  

 

6.6.8E.1-5  

5. List the factors that contribute  

to or determine demographic changes.  

6.6.8D.2,6,8  

6. Recognize similar or diverse 

cultural and geographic factors and 

their regional ramifications.  

 

 
ä www.teachers.net/lessons  

 

6.6.8B.1  

V. ASIA  
Essential Questions:  

1. What are the significant landforms, waterways, boundaries, countries, capitals, and the significant geographic 

terms which describe them?  

2. What are some of the similarities and differences between this continent and other continents studied?  

3. How does geographic location affect the people of this continent?  

4. How do people of this continent adapt to their environment?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10  

Career Education Standards ï 9.1A.4; 9.2A-D  

1. Define the 5 themes of geography: 

location, place, movement, region, 

human environment interaction.  

ä www.askasia.org/VISIBLE_TRACES/ga

mes/mapgame.htm  

 

6.6.8A.3,4  

2. Describe the geographic location.  6.6.8A.3,4  

3. Recognize important landforms,  

waterways, countries, and cities.  

6.6.8B.1  

4. Describe the environmental factors 

that influence peoplesô lifestyles.  
 

ä www.discoveryschool.com 

6.6.8E.1-5  

Objectives Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  
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Career Education  

Standards 

5. List the factors that contribute  

to or determine demographic changes.  

6.6.8D.2,6,8  

6. Recognize similar or diverse cultural  

and geographic factors and their  

regional ramifications.  

6.6.8B.1  

VI. AUSTRALIA  
Essential Questions:  

1. What are the significant landforms, waterways, boundaries, capitals, and the significant geographic terms which 

describe them?  

2. What are some of the similarities and differences between this continent and other continents studied?  

3. How does geographic location affect the people of this continent?  

4. How do people of this continent adapt to their environment?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10  

Career Education Standards ï 9.1A.4; 9.2A-D  

1. Define the 5 themes of geography: 

location, place, movement, region, 

human environment interaction.  

 

 
ä www.weather.com  

 

6.6.8A.3,4  

2. Describe the geographic location. 

  

 6.6.8A.3,4  

3. Recognize important landforms,  

waterways, and cities. 

 6.6.8B.1  

4. Describe the environmental factors 

that influence peoplesô lifestyles.  
 
ä www.discoveryschool.com  

 

6.6.8E.1-5  

5. List the factors that contribute to  

or determine demographic changes. 

 6.6.8D.2,6,8  

6. Recognize similar or diverse  

cultural and geographic factors 

and their regional ramifications. 

  6.6.8B.1  

Objectives Suggested Strategies  

and Resources 

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards 

Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

VII. ANTARCTICA  
Essential Questions:  

1. What are the significant landforms and surrounding oceans found on this continent?  

2. What are some of the similarities and differences between this continent and other continents studied?  

3. How does geographic location affect the people who work on this continent?  

4. How do people who work on this continent adapt to their environment?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10  

Career Education Standards ï 9.1A.4; 9.2A-D  

 

1. Define the 5 themes of 

geography: location, place, 

movement, region, human 

environment interaction.  

 6.6.8A.3,4  
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2. Describe the geographic location.  ä www.weather.com  

 

 

6.6.8A.3,4 

3. Recognize important landforms 

and surrounding oceans.  

 6.6.8B.1 

4. Describe the environmental 

factors that influence peoplesô 

lifestyles.  

 6.6.8E.1-5 

Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

VIII. EUROPE  
Essential Questions:  

1. What are the significant landforms, waterways, boundaries, and capitals found on this continent?  

2. What are some of the similarities and differences between this continent and other continents studied?  

3. How does geographic location affect the people of this continent?  

4. How do people of this continent adapt to their environment?  

Technology Literacy Standards - 8.1.A.1-10; B.1-10  

Career Education Standards - 9.1A.4; 9.2A-D  

1. Define the 5 themes of 

geography: location, place, 

movement, region, human 

environment interaction.  

 6.6.8A.3,4  

2. Describe the geographic 

location.  
 
ä www.map.com/games/  

 

6.6.8A.3,4  

3. Recognize important landforms, 

waterways, countries, and cities.  
 
ä www.OurWorldToday.com  

 

6.6.8B.1  

4. Describe the environmental 

factors that influence peoplesô 

lifestyles.  

 
ä www.discoveryschool.com  

 

6.6.8E.1-5  

5. List the factors that contribute 

to or determine demographic 

changes.  

 
ä www.teachers.net/lesson  

 

6.6.8D.2,6,8  

6. Recognize similar or diverse 

cultural and geographic factors 

and their regional ramifications.  

 
ä www.funbrain.com/where/  

 

6.6.8B.1  



46 
 

HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE  

Grades 7 - Curriculum Outlines  

PEOPLE NEED PEOPLE  

 

Goal: Prejudice hurts each of us as individuals and weakens the group as a whole.  

Objective: The student should be able to:  

 

1. Give examples of prejudice toward individuals and groups in history and in the present.  

2. Analyze how prejudice and discrimination may lead to genocide.  

3. Define the term ñThe Holocaust.ò  

4. Analyze the reasons why laws are adopted.  

5. Explain the basic ideas contained in the Nuremberg Laws and the impact they had on the 

events that followed leading to the Holocaust.  

6. Define the term ñKristallnacht.ò  

7. Analyze reasons why individuals and groups act in certain ways.  

8. Analyze why people and nations act in the following ways: bullies, gangs, rescuers, heroes, 

and silent bystanders.  

9. Examine various aspects of Nazi policies and their impact on individuals and groups.  

10. Identify other groups who were victims of Hitler and Nazi policies.  

11. Describe and analyze the responses of nations, who were allies of the United States or 

Germany, to the Nazi policies of persecution and mass murder.  

12. Define different types of resistance that may occur in various situations.  

13. Give examples of different types of resistance made by victims, heroes, rescuers, and 

partisans.  

14. Analyze the actions and motivations of righteous individuals, groups and nations.  

15. Explain why it is important to us today to study about the Holocaust and Genocide.  

16. Analyze how we might prevent these occurrences from ever happening again.  
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GRADE EIGHT  
Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

I. WESTWARD EXPANSION (1801-1861)  
Essential Questions:  

1. What factors led to Westward Expansion?  

2. What effect did westward expansion have on national growth?  

3. What internal improvements affected the economic history of New Jersey?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.8A,B  

Career Education Standards ï 9.2.8A,B,C  

1. Define Manifest Destiny.  ä Book: The Pioneers, Interact 

Publishing  

6.4.8F.3  

2. Describe how the United States 

achieved Manifest Destiny.  

ä Video: ñFrontier Houseò PBS  

ä CD ROM: Oregon Trail, by Groliers 

Publishing  

ä Video: ñThe Westò, PBS, Ken Burn  

ä Cooperative group: create a gold rush 

town  

6.4.8F.3,9  

3. Identify the effects of Manifest 

Destiny.  

ä Website: PBS on-Line 

http://www.pbs.org/lewisandclark/  

ä Website: Library of Congress ï 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndledu/les

sons/theme.html  

ä Map comparisons: 1763,1803,1860  

ä Explore the implications of the 

Dawes Act.  

6.4.8E.6  

6.4.8F.3,9,10  

6.4.8G.5  

4. Analyze the economic history of 

New Jersey: growth of major industries 

and businesses, working conditions and 

occupations.  

ä Newark Museum  

 

6.4.8F.6  

5. Explain the transformation of New 

Jersey economy: canals, Camden and 

Amboy railroad system.  

ä Video: ñLewis and Clarkò, National 

Geographic  

 

6.4.8F.5  

II. SLAVERY  
Essential Questions:  

1. How did slavery develop in America?  

2. What were the effects of slavery on American Society?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.A,B  

Career Education Standards ï 9.2.8A,B  

1. Describe what life was like for 

enslaved and free African Americans.  

ä Video: ñRootsò Episode 2, Warner 

Studios  

ä http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/literature/

douglass/autobiography  

ä Amistad Study  

6.4.8F.11  

2. Discuss the opposition to slavery.  ä Book: Slave Dancer, by Paula Foy  

ä The Record (NIE)  

6.4.8F.11  
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Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

II. SLAVERY - Continued  

3. Describe how slavery 

became a sectional issue 

between the North and 

the South.  

ä Book Across 5 Aprils, by Irene Hunt  

ä Book: Us and Them ï A History of Intolerance in 

America, by Jim Carnes, Herbert Tauss, Harry Blackman  

6.4.8F.8,10  

4. Analyze American 

cultural, religious, and 

social reforms in the 

antebellum period: 1844 

New Jersey State 

Constitution, 

Temperance Movement, 

Abolition, and Womenôs 

Rights.  

ä Voting qualifications from the three N.J. Constitutions  

ä www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/government.html  

ä New Jersey Womenôs History Webpage ï 

http://scc01.rutgers.edu/njwomenshistory  

ä www.42explore.com/suffrage  

(Alice Paul)  

6.2.8C.5  

6.4.8F.1,2,4  

III. CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION  

Essential Questions:  
1. What were the causes of the Civil War?  

2. What were the major events and who were the significant leaders of the Civil War?  

3. How did the Civil War affect American society?  

4. What was the impact of Reconstruction?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.A,B  

Career Education Standards ï 9.2.8A,B,C  

1. Explain how growing 

sectional differences 

and conflicts over 

statesô rights led to the 

Civil War, including 

The Dred Scott 

Decision.  

ä www.sdcoe.k12.ca.is/score/linc.linctg.html  
ä http://showcase.netins.net/web/creatove/lincoln/tours/tourho

me.htm  

ä http://showcase.netins.net/web/creatove/lincoln/education/e

ducate.htm  

ä http://home.att.net/~rjnorton/Lincoln77.html  

ä http://mse.aesd.k12.ca.us/nolen/civilwar/slaves.htm  

ä American Heritage Magazine; Uncle Tomôs Cabin  

ä Timeline of events: 1820-1860  

ä Debate between Calhoun and Clay  

ä Persuasive essay on whether John Brown is the Father of 

American Terrorism  

 

6.2.8C.4  

6.4.8G.1  

6.4.8F.8,11  

6.4.8G.1  

2. Analyze the 

respective advantages of 

the North and South at 

the outbreak of 

hostilities.  

ä www.clta.on.ca/EAOnline/AmericanStories/as-

gettysburg-test.html  

ä Chart the advantages  
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GRADE EIGHT  

 

IV. ECONOMICS  

Essential Questions:  
1. How do needs and wants change from childhood to old age, and how important is it to plan, spend and save 

accordingly?  

2. What are the characteristics of the three basic economic systems?  

3. How do federal, state, and local governments raise and spend money?  

4. How do businesses and industry influence buying decisions of consumers through advertising?  

5. What is the law of supply and demand?  

6. What are some issues that arise from sprawl, open spaces and smart growth in New Jersey?  

7. How has industrialization impacted political, social and economic philosophies?  

8. How is ethical behavior demonstrated in economic decisions and financial transactions?  

9. What are the essential elements of personal finance management?  

10. How do saving and spending plans provide economic stability and long-term economic variations in our society?  

11. How do education and career choices influence financial conditions?  

12. How do interest rates affect savings and borrowing?  

13. How have technological advancements led to higher standards of living in the U.S. and other countries?  

14. What are innovation, entrepreneurship, competition, and customer satisfaction?  

Technology Literacy Standards ï 8.1.8A,B  

Career Education Standards ï 9.2.8A,B,C,E  

Objectives  Suggested Strategies  

and Resources  

Social Studies  

Technology Literacy  

Career Education  

Standards  

III. CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION - Continued  

3. Discuss strategies and major 

military, political and diplomatic 

events during the war, including the 

Gettysburg Address, and the 

Emancipation Proclamation.  

ä Book: The Civil War, by Interact 

Publishing  

Guest speakers representing north and south  

 

 

 

4. Describe the effects of the Civil 

War on America.  

ä Book: A Soldiers Heart, by Gary Paulsen, 2000  

ä Rise of hate groups  

ä Excerpts from Gone with the Wind  

 

5. Describe the challenges of 

Reconstruction.  

ä Magazine: Us and Them ï A History 

of Intolerance in America, by Jim Carnes, 

Herbert Tauss, Harry Blackman  

 

6.4.8G.3  

6. Discuss the impact of retaliatory 

state laws and general southern 

resistance to Reconstruction.  

 
 

6.4.8G.4 

 

7. Analyze different points of view in 

regard to New Jerseyôs role in the 

Civil War (Abolitionism, electoral 

vote of 1860-1864, and Amendments 

13,14,15). 

ä Cooperative Strategy: Corners  

 

6.4.8G.2 
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1. Explain how needs and wants 

change from childhood to old age, and 

how important is it to plan, spend, and 

save accordingly.  

 6.5.8A.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Explain the characteristics of basic 

economic systems.  
 

 
ä N.J. Frameworks: p. 257  

 

ä Website: 

www.ncwn.org/economics/EconMain.html  

 

ä The History of Us, Book 4, pp. 28,29  

 

ä See: credit, money, banking, 

supply/demand, need/wants, 

socialism/capitalisms  

 

6.5.8A.2,6-8  

6.5.8B.2,4  

3. Explain how federal, state and local 

governments raise and spend money.  

ä Class discussion and small group task 

identifying economic functions of 

government and examples of those 

functions using current events  

 

ä Website: www.ecedweb.unomaha.edu  

 

6.5.8A.5,9  

6.5.8B.2  

4. Describe how businesses and 

industry influence buying decisions of 

consumers through advertising.  

 6.5.8B.6  

5. Understand how societies have been 

affected by industrialization and by 

different political and economic 

philosophies.  

 

 
ä Reference to sectional differences  

 

6.2.8E.1,2  

6.5.8B.2,4,7  

6. Understand the need for ethical 

behavior in economic decisions and 

financial transactions.  

 

 
ä Website: www.thinkquest.org/library/site  

 

6.5.8B.7  

7. Understand different ways to save 

money, including checking and savings 

accounts, stock and bonds, and the 

relationship between risk and return in 

investments.  

 

 
ä Simulation: Real Game; National 

Like/Work Center  

 

6.5.8A.4  

8. Compare and contrast the 

differences between cash and credit 

purchases.  

 

 
Å Venn Diagram  

 

6.5.8A.4  
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HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE  

Grades 8 - Curriculum Outlines  

CHOOSING TO MAKE A BETTER WORLD  

 

Goal: Individual choices and actions influence group attitudes and behavior; the group influences the 

individualôs behavior.  

 

Objectives:  

The student should be able to:  

 

1. Explain why the term ñThe Holocaustò has been applied to the genocide carried out against the 

Jews during World War II.  

 

2. Examine the various aspects of Nazi policies and their impact on individuals and groups.  

 

3. Understand and analyze the use of propaganda by Hitler and the Nazi regime.  

 

4. Compare and contrast different forms of resistance that may occur in various situations.  

 

5. Analyze the nature of resistance and give examples of different types of resistance offered by 

victims, heroes and rescuers - as individuals (e.g., Anne Frank, Oskar Schindler, Raoul 

Wallenberg, Chiune Sugihara); groups (e.g., Vilna and other partisans, White Rose 

movement, Zegotz); communities (e.g., Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and citizens of Le 

Chambon); and nations (e.g., Denmark, Italy and Bulgaria).  

 

6. Analyze the findings of the Nuremberg Tribunal.  

 

7. Evaluate the impact of the Holocaust on our lives today.  

 

8. Analyze why some people say the Holocaust or a particular genocide never occurred.  

 

9. Predict whether a future Holocaust or genocide can occur again. If yes, explain why.  

 

10. Analyze how we might prevent these occurrences from ever happening again.  

 

11. Analyze the importance of moral responsibility in making choices.  

 

12. Evaluate the consequences of certain choices in terms of human pain and happiness, and 

human construction and destruction.  
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APPENDICES  

 

APPENDIX A LITERATURE CONNECTIONS  

 

APPENDIX B TEACHER RESOURCES  

 

APPENDIX C INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS  

 

APPENDIX D NEW JERSEY CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT 

STANDARDS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES  

 

NEW JERSEY CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS FOR 

TECHNOLOGICAL LITERACY  

 

NEW JERSEY CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS FOR 

CAREER EDUCATION AND CONSUMER, FAMILY, AND LIFE SKILLS  
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APPENDIX A  

LITERATURE CONNECTIONS  
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Suggested Literature Listed by Theme or Topic  

 

Title, Author        Publisher  

 

Social Interaction (Friends)  

 

Best Friends (1986), Kellogg, S.     Puffin Books  

Do You Want To Be My Friend? (1971) Carle,E. Crowell  

 

Families  

 

A Chair For My Mother(1982), Williams, V.    Greenwillow Books  

Families Are Different (1991) Pelligrini, N.    Holiday House  

 

Families Around the World  

 

Tar Beach (1991) Ringgold, F.     Crown Publishers  

This is the Way We Go To School (1990) Bjorkman, E.  Scholastic  

This is the Way We Eat Our Lunch (1995) Bjorkman, E.  Scholastic  

 

Communities & Workers  

 

All About Things People Do (1990), Rice, M.    Doubleday  

City Mouse, Country Mouse (1989), from Aesop   Scholastic  

ISBN 0590732811  

 

Holidays & Celebrations  

 

Holidays Around the World (1982), Greene, C.   Childrenôs Press  

Thank You, SarahéThe Woman Who  

Saved Thanksgiving (2002) Anderson, L.    Simon & Schuster  

ISBN 0689847874 Books for Young Readers  

The Wall (1990) Bunting, E.      Clarion Books  

 

Biographies  

 

A Step Into History Series  

 

**Great for struggling readers** Available through donjohnston.com  

 

Great Heroes (1991), Billings, H. & Stone, M    Steck-Vaughn Company  

ISBN 0-8114-4691-3  

I Have A Dream (1997) Martin Luther King, Jr.   Scholastic  

ISBN 0590205161  

Molly Pitcher: Young Patriot (1986), Stevenson, A.   Aladdin Paperbacks  

ISBN 0-02-042040-4  
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Title, Author        Publisher  

 

Biographies ï Continued  

 

Picture Book Biography of Series, Adler, D.    Holiday House  

Series includes titles about: George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr., Thomas 

Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, Helen Keller, Eleanor Roosevelt, Christopher Columbus, John F. 

Kennedy, Simon Bolivar, Harriet Tubman, Florence Nightingale, Jesse Owens, Anne Frank, 

Frederick Douglass, Sitting Bull, Rosa Parks, Robert E. Lee, Sojourner Truth, Jackie Robinson, Paul 

Revere, Patrick Henry, Davy Crockett, Thomas Alva Edison, Louis Braille, Thurgood Marshall, 

Amelia Earhart, George Washington Carver, Sacagawea, Dwight David Eisenhower & Harriet 

Beecher Stowe  

 

Rosa Parks: Hero of Our Time (1993) Jackson, G.   Modern Curriculum Press  

ISBN 0813652324  

 

Who Was Series by Jerome, K.  

Series includes: Amelia Earhart, Albert Einstein,  

Annie Oakely, Ben Franklin, Harriet Tubman, & Sacagawea  

Young Mark Twain (1990) Sabin, L.     Troll Associates  

ISBN 0816717834  

 

Young Harriet Tubman Freedom Fighter (1992) Benjamin, A. Troll Associates  

 

National Symbols  

 

American Folklore and Legends (1980), Marcatante, J.  Modern Curriculum Press  

ISBN 0-87065-104-8  

American Symbols SERIES (2003) Yanuck, D.  

The American Flag  

The Bald Eagle  

The Liberty Bell  

The Statue of Liberty  

The White House  

The Flag We Love (1996), Ryan, P.     Scholastic  

The Story of the Statue of Liberty (1986), Maestro, B &G.  Mulberry Paperback Book  

Symbols of Freedom SERIES, Binns, T.    Heineman Library  

The American Flag The Bald Eagle  

The Liberty Bell The Lincoln Memorial  

Mount Rushmore The Pledge of Allegiance  

The Statue of Liberty The U.S. Capitol  

The Washington Monument The White House  
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Title, Author        Publisher  

 

Western Expansion  

 

If You Traveled West In A Covered Wagon Levine, E.  Scholastic  

 

Slavery  

 

Barefoot- Escape on the Underground Railroad, Edwards, P. Scholastic  

 

Explorers  

 

A  Journey to the New World (The Diary of    Scholastic  

Remember Patience Whipple), Lasky, K.  

Around the World in a Hundred Years, Fritz, J.   Scholastic  

 

Native Americans  

 

If You Lived with the Sioux Indians, McGovern, A.   Scholastic  

Knots on a Counting Rope, Martin, B.     Scholastic  

Sitting Bull (Warrior of the Sioux), Fleischer    Troll  

 

Holocaust  
The Lily Cupboard (1992) Oppenheim, S.    HarperCollins  

ISBN 0060246693  

The Number on my Grandfatherôs Arm (1981), Adler, D.  UAHC Press  

The Burning Tigris (The Armenian Genocide Peter Balakian  

And Americaôs Response  

 

Other  
Great Firsts (1991), Billings, H. & Stone, M.    Steck-Vaughn Company  

ISBN 0-8114-4690-5  

éIf You Lived At The Time Of The Civil War   Scholastic  

(1994), Moore, K.  

**This is a wonderful series that offers many titles with a wide variety of topics.  

ISBN 0-590-45422-6  

Tales From the Underground Railroad (1993), Connell, K.  Steck-Vaughn Company  

ISBN 0-8114-7223-X  
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Title, Author        Publisher  

 

Teacher Resources:  

 

50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet    The Millbrook Press  

(2001), Denenberg, D. & Roscoe, L.  

ISBN 0-7613-1645-0  

This book profiles the following heroes:  

Jane Addams, Susan B. Anthony, Clara Barton, Mary McLeod Bethune, Elizabeth Blackwell, Rachel 

Carson, Jimmy Carter, George Washington Carver, Mary Cassatt, Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta, 

Roberto Clemente, Bill Cosby, Walt Disney, Frederick Douglass, Thomas Edison, Albert Einstein, 

Benjamin Franklin, John Glenn, Martha Graham, Matthew Henson, Milton Hershey, Langston 

Hughes, Thomas Jefferson, Helen Keller and Anne Sullivan, Jackie Joyner-Kersee, Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr.,Lewis and Clark and Sacajawea ,Robert E. Lee, Abraham Lincoln, Yo Yo Ma, 

George Marshall, John Muir, Sandra Day O'Connor, Rosa Parks, I.M. Pei, Christopher Reeve, Cal 

Ripken, Jr., Jackie Robinson and Branch Rickey, Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, Eleanor Roosevelt, 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jonas Salk, Tecumseh, Harry Truman, Harriet Tubman, George Washington, 

Elie Weisel, Ida B. Wells & Wilbur and Orville Wright  

 

Social Studies Through Childrenôs Literature:    Teacher Ideas Press  

An Integrated Approach (1991), Fredericks, A.  

ISBN 0-87287-970-4  
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APPENDIX B  

TEACHER RESOURCES  
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WEBSITES  

 

www.adobe.com/education/curriculum/exchange/main.html 

 

1st Amendment Center/Freedom Forum Website  
(1st Amendment Issues)  

www.freedomforum.org 

 

Teaching About Religion with a View to Diversity  
(Provides academic information and teaching materials)  

www.teachingaboutreligion.org 

  

Anti -Defamation League Website  
(Includes items dealing with treatment of religious topics in public schools and discrimination issues)  

www.adl.org/adl.asp 

  

Civil War/Civil War Photographs  
www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/lincolns/wworld/index.html 

www.pbs.org/civilwar/classroom/town.html 

www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/index.html 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndl.edu/lessons/theme.html  

 

Lonely Planet  
Excellent research and commentary on travel throughout common and not-so-common places in a 

variety of countries.  

www.lonelyplanet.com 

  

History Channel  
www.historychannel.com 

  

Women in World History  
http://womeninworldhistory.com 

  

 

Facing History and Ourselves  
www.facing.org/ 

 

Current Events Sites  
www.foxnews.com/ 

www.cnn.com  

 

http://www.adobe.com/education/curriculum/exchange/main.html
http://www.freedomforum.org/
http://www.teachingaboutreligion.org/
http://www.adl.org/adl.asp
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/lincolns/wworld/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/classroom/town.html
http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndl.edu/lessons/theme.html
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/
http://www.historychannel.com/
http://womeninworldhistory.com/
http://www.facing.org/
http://www.foxnews.com/
http://www.cnn.com/
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APPENDIX C  

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS  
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INTERDISCIPLINARY LINKS  

 

Health Language Arts Science 

K-2 

 

 Needs of Living Things 

 Planning 

 Physical Similarities & 

Differences 

 

K-2 

 

 Writing as a Process 

 Purposes of Writing 

K-2 

 

 Variety of Things in the 

Natural World 

 Change 

 Interactions 

3-4 

 

 Planning 

 Decision Making 

 

3-4 

 

 Writing as a Process 

 Oral Presentation 

 Visual and Verbal 

Messages 

 Purposes of Writing 

 

3-4 

 

 Environment 

 Geography 

 Conservation 

5-6 

 

 Decision Making 

 Coping with Change 

 

5-6 

 

 Oral Presentations 

 Persuasive Essays 

 Reference Materials 

 

5-6 

 

 Ecosystems 

 Adaptation 

 Climate 

 Weather 

 

7-8 

 

 Responsibility 

 Consequences of 

Conflicted & 

Harassment 

 Influence of Culture 

7-8 

 

 Evaluate Media 

 Clarifying Viewpoints 

 Using Primary and 

Secondary Sources in 

Research 

 Report Writing 

 

7-8 

 

 Environmental Studies 

 Impact of Science on 

World Events 
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APPENDIX D: NEW JERSEY CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT 

STANDARDS:  

~ (1) SOCIAL STUDIES  

 

~ (2) TECHNOLOGY LITERACY  

 

~ (3) CAREER EDUCATION AND CONSUMER,  

FAMILY, AND  LIFE SKILLS  
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Standard 6.1 

Social Studies Skills 

 
ALL STUDENTS WILL UTILIZE HISTORICAL THINKING, PROBLEM SOLVING, AND 

RESEARCH SKILLS TO MAXIMIZE THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF 

CIVICS, HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY, AND ECONOMICS. 

 

Descriptive Statement: The purpose of this standard is to develop the requisite skills needed to 

fully appreciate, comprehend, and apply knowledge of the other five social studies standards: 

civics, world history, United States and New Jersey history, geography, and economics. These 

skills must be integrated across all five standards. Students must understand basic concepts such 

as time, location, distance, and relationships and must be able to apply these concepts to the 

study of people, places, events, and issues. These skills focus on the importance of historical 

research as well as the need to distinguish fact from fiction and to understand cause and effect. 

These skills should not be taught in isolation; rather, students must use these skills in the study of 

all social studies disciplines. 

 

Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators 

 

By the end of Grade 2, students will:  

 

6.1.2 A. Social Studies Skills 

1. Explain the concepts of long ago and far away. 

2. Apply terms related to time including past, present, and future. 

3. Identify sources of information on local, national, and international events (e.g., books, 

newspaper, TV, radio, Internet). 

4. Retell events or stories with accuracy and appropriate sequencing. 

5. Develop simple timelines. 

 

Building upon the knowledge and skills gained in the previous grades, 

by the end of Grade 4 students will: 

 

6.1.4 A. Social Studies Skills 

1. Explain how present events are connected to the past. 

2. Apply terms related to time including years, decades, centuries, and generations. 

3. Locate sources for the same information (e.g., weather forecast on TV, the Internet or in a 

newspaper). 

4. Organize events in a time line. 

5. Distinguish between an eyewitness account and a secondary account of an event. 

6. Distinguish fact from fiction. 
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Building upon the knowledge and skills gained in the previous grades, 

by the end of Grade 8 students will: 

 

6.1.8 A. Social Studies Skills 

1. Analyze how events are related over time. 

2. Use critical thinking skills to interpret events, recognize bias, point of view, and context. 

3. Assess the credibility of primary and secondary sources. 

4. Analyze data in order to see persons and events in context. 

5. Examine current issues, events, or themes and relate them to past events. 

6. Formulate questions based on information needs. 

7. Use effective strategies for locating information. 

8. Compare and contrast competing interpretations of current and historical events. 

9. Interpret events considering continuity and change, the role of chance, oversight and error, and 

changing interpretations by historians. 

10. Distinguish fact from fiction by comparing sources about figures and events with 

fictionalized characters and events. 

11. Summarize information in written, graphic, and oral formats. 
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Standard 6.2 

Civics 

 
ALL STUDENTS WILL KNOW, UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE THE VALUES AND 

PRNCIPLES OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY AND THE RIGHTS, RESPONSIBILITIES, 

AND ROLES OF A CITIZEN IN THE NATION AND THE WORLD. 

 

Descriptive Statement:  

The purpose of this standard is to prepare students to be informed, active, and responsible 

citizens in the American democratic republic. It is essential that students have an understanding 

of the historical foundations, underlying values, and principles upon which the American system 

of representative democracy is based. Before citizens can make informed, responsible decisions 

as voters, jurors, workers, consumers, and community residents, they must have an 

understanding and appreciation of the fundamental concepts, laws and documents which 

form the American heritage including the Declaration of Independence, the United States 

Constitution, and the New Jersey State Constitution. Students must understand how a 

representative democracy works and the value of citizen participation in the nation, state and 

local communities. In addition, students must also be prepared to serve as global citizens; that is, 

students must be aware that the United States has a significant impact on the rest of the world, 

and conversely, the rest of the world impacts the United States. Technological advances bring the 

world to our doorstep. International education enables students to broaden their understanding of 

global issues that impact their life as Americans. 

 

The study of politics, government, and society should start in early elementary grades with the 

identification of the need for rules, laws, and structures for decision-making or governance, and 

proceed through upper elementary grades to identify key documents and ideas that express 

democratic principles. Intermediate students should examine the various forms of government, 

the functions of the various branches of our federal government, as well as local and 

state levels of government. They must understand the ongoing need to balance individual rights 

and public needs.  

 

Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators 

 

By the end of Grade 2, students will: 

 

6.2.2 A. Civic Life, Politics, and Government 

1. Explain the need for rules, laws, and government. 

2. Give examples of authority and recognize problems that might arise from lack of effective 

authority. 

3. Describe how American citizens can participate in community and political life. 

4. Explain that justice means fairness to all. 

5. Explain that a responsibility means something you must or should do. 

6. Explore basic concepts of diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others. 
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6.2.2 B. American Values and Principles 

1. Identify symbols of American values and beliefs such as the American Flag and the Statue of 

Liberty. 

 

6.2.2 C. The Constitution and American Democracy 

1. Identify community and government leaders (e.g., mayor, town council, President of the 

United States). 

 

6.2.2 D. Citizenship 

1. Identify examples of responsible citizenship in the school setting. 

2. Recognize real people and fictional characters who have demonstrated responsible leadership 

and citizenship and identify the characteristics that have made them good examples. 

 

6.2.2 E. International Education: Global Challenges, Cultures, and Connections 

1. Explain that the United States is a diverse nation and one of many nations in the world. 

2. Identify traditions and celebrations of various cultures (e.g., Chinese New Year, Cinco de 

Mayo). 

3. Participate in activities such as dance, song, and games that represent various cultures. 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 4, students will: 

 

6.2.4 A. Civic Life, Politics, and Government 

1. Describe the characteristics of an effective rule or law (e.g., achieves purpose, clear, fair, 

protects rights and the common good). 

2. Differentiate between power and authority. 

3. Recognize that government exists at the community, county, state, and federal levels. 

4. Recognize national, state, and local legislators and government officials and explain how to 

contact them for help or to express an opinion. 

5. Describe the contributions of voluntary associations and organizations in helping government 

provide for its citizens. 

 

6.2.4 B. American Values and Principles 

1. Identify the fundamental values and principles of American democracy expressed in the 

Pledge of Allegiance, the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution and the 

Bill of Rights, and the first New Jersey Constitution. 

2. Explain the significance of symbols of American values and beliefs, including the Statue of 

Liberty, the Statue of Justice, the American Flag, and the national anthem. 

3. Describe how American values and beliefs, such as equality of opportunity, fairness to all, 

equal justice, separation of church and state, and the rights guaranteed by the United States 

Constitution and the Bill of Rights, contribute to the continuation and improvement of American 

democracy.  

4. Evaluate the importance of traditions, values, and beliefs which form a common American 

heritage in an increasingly diverse American society. 
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6.2.4 C. The Constitution and American Democracy 

1. Discuss how the Constitution describes how the United States government is organized and 

how it defines and limits the power of government. 

2. Discuss how governmental bodies make decisions and explain the impact of those decisions 

on school and community life. 

3. Identify major services provided by state and local government. 

4. Delineate the respective roles of the three branches of the federal and state governments. 

 

6.2.4 D. Citizenship 

1. Explain that a citizen is a legally recognized member of the United States with rights and 

responsibilities, such as voting in elections and serving on juries. 

2. Describe the significant characteristics of an effective citizen and discuss ways to influence 

public policy (e.g., serving in elected office, working on a campaign). 

3. Describe the process by which immigrants can become United States citizens. 

 

6.2.4 E. International Education: Global Challenges, Cultures, and Connections 

1. Explain that the world is divided into many nations consisting of territory and people, with 

their own government, languages, customs, and laws. 

2. Discuss how the United States interacts with other nations of the world through trade, treaties 

and agreements, diplomacy, cultural contacts, and sometimes through the use of military force. 

3. Explain why it is important for nations to communicate and resolve disagreements through 

peaceful means. 

4. Outline the purposes of the United Nations. 

5. Identify current issues that may have a global impact (e.g., pollution, diseases) and discuss 

ways to address them. 

6. Explain why it is important to understand diverse peoples, ideas, and cultures. 

7. Explain that even within a culture, diversity may be affected by race, religion, or class. 

8. Identify aspects of culture and heritage presented in literature, art, music, sport, or the media. 

9. Examine common and diverse traits of other cultures and compare to their own culture. 

10. Use technology to learn about students and their families in other countries through 

classroom links, email, and Internet research. 

11. Define stereotyping and discuss how it impacts self-image and interpersonal relationships. 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 

6.2.8 A. Civic Life, Politics, and Government 

1. Discuss the sources, purposes, and functions of law and the importance of the rule of law for 

the preservation of individual rights and the common good. 

2. Describe the underlying values and principles of democracy and distinguish these from 

authoritarian forms of government. 

3. Discuss the major characteristics of democratic governments. 

4. Describe the processes of local government. 

5. Discuss examples of domestic policies and agencies that impact American lives, including the 

Environmental Protection Agency (e.g., clean air and water), the Department of Labor (e.g., 

minimum wage) and the Internal Revenue Service (e.g., Social Security, income tax). 

6. Explain how non-governmental organizations influence legislation and policies at the federal, 

state, and local levels. 
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6.2.8 B. American Values and Principles 

1. Analyze how certain values including individual rights, the common good, self-government, 

justice, equality and free inquiry are fundamental to American public life. 

2. Describe representative government and explain how it works to protect the majority and the 

minority.  

3. Describe the continuing struggle to bring all groups of Americans into the mainstream of 

society with the liberties and equality to which all are entitled, as exemplified by individuals 

such as Susan B. Anthony, Frederick Douglass, Nat Turner, Paul Robeson, and Cesar Chavez. 

 

6.2.8 C. The Constitution and American Democracy 

1. Discuss the major principles of the Constitution, including shared powers, checks and 

balances, separation of church and state, and federalism. 

2. Compare and contrast the purposes, organization, functions, and interactions of the legislative, 

executive, and judicial branches of national, state, and local governments and independent 

regulatory agencies. 

3. Discuss the role of political parties in the American democratic system including candidates, 

campaigns, financing, primary elections, and voting systems. 

4. Discuss major historical and contemporary conflicts over United States constitutional 

principles, including judicial review in Marbury v. Madison, slavery in the Dred Scott Decision, 

separate but equal in Plessy v. Ferguson, and the rights of minorities in the Indian Removal Act. 

5. Discuss major historical and contemporary conflicts over New Jersey constitutional principles 

(e.g., the impact of the New Jersey School Law of 1881 which required integration in the stateôs 

public schools, Hedgepeth and Williams v. Trenton Board of Education, the Mount Laurel 

Decision, Jackman v. Bodine, Abbott v. Burke). 

6. Research contemporary issues involving the constitutional rights of American citizens and 

other individuals residing in the United States, including voting rights, habeas corpus, rights of 

the accused, and the Patriot Act. 

 

6.2.8 D. Citizenship 

1. Discuss the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, including obeying laws, paying 

taxes, serving on juries, and voting in local, state, and national elections. 

2. Discuss how the rights of American citizens may be in conflict with each other (e.g., right to 

privacy vs. free press). 

3. Describe major conflicts that have arisen from diversity (e.g., land and suffrage for Native 

Americans, civil rights, womenôs rights) and discuss how the conflicts have been addressed. 

4. Explain the benefits, costs, and conflicts of a diverse nation. 

5. Discuss basic contemporary issues involving the personal, political, and economic rights of 

American citizens (e.g., dress codes, sexual harassment, fair trial, free press, minimum wage). 

 

6.2.8 E. International Education: Global Challenges, Cultures, and Connections 

1. Analyze ways in which nation-states interact with one another through trade, diplomacy, 

cultural exchanges, treaties or agreements, humanitarian aid, economic incentives and sanctions, 

and the use or threat of military force. 

2. Discuss factors that lead to a breakdown of order among nation-states (e.g., conflicts about 

national interests, ethnicity, and religion; competition for territory or resources; absence of 

effective means to enforce international law) and describe the consequences of the breakdown of 

order. 
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3. Compare and contrast the powers the Constitution gives to Congress, the President, the Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee, and the federal judiciary regarding foreign affairs. 

4. Evaluate current United States foreign policy issues and strategies and their impact on the 

nation and the rest of the world. 

5. Discuss the purposes and functions of major international organizations (e.g., United Nations, 

World Health Organization, International Red Cross, Amnesty International) and the role of the 

United States within each. 

6. Describe how oneôs heritage includes personal history and experiences, culture, customs, and 

family background. 

7. Analyze how the life, culture, economics, politics, and the media of the United States impact 

the rest of the world. 

8. Discuss how global challenges are interrelated, complex, and changing and that even local 

issues may have a global dimension (e.g., environmental issues, transportation). 

9. Discuss how cultures may change and that individuals may identify with more than one 

culture.  

10. Engage in activities that foster understanding of various cultures (e.g., clubs, dance groups, 

sports, travel, community celebrations). 

11. Discuss the impact of the Internet and technology on global communication. 

12. Discuss the impact of stereotyping on relationships, achievement, and life goals. 

13. Analyze how prejudice and discrimination may lead to genocide as well as other acts of 

hatred and violence for the purposes of subjugation and exploitation. 
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STANDARD 6.3 

World History  

 
ALL STUDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATE KNOWLEDGE OF WORLD HISTORY 

IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND LIFE AND EVENTS IN THE PAST AND HOW THEY RELATE 

TO THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE. 

 

Descriptive Statement:  

This standard includes content relating to eight periods of world history, including: 

. The Birth of Civilization to 1000 BCE (BC); 

. Early Human Societies to 500 CE (AD); 

. Developing Human Societies to 1400 CE (AD); 

. The Age of Global Encounters (1400-1750); 

. The Age of Revolutionary Change (1750-1914); 

. The Era of the Great Wars (1914-1945); 

. The Modern World (1945 to 1979); and 

. Looking to the Future (1980-present). 

 

The standards do not outline specific world history content and skills for students in grades K-4. 

Students in grades K-4 need to develop the social studies skills outlined in Standards 6.1 in order 

to understand the complex information presented in grades 5-8. Standard 6.2: Civics and 

Standard 6.4: United States and New Jersey History provide a foundation for the study of home, 

family, community, culture, international education, and global issues. In addition, as elementary 

students begin the study of a world language, they will learn about the history and culture of 

countries where the target language is spoken. Finally, the visual and performing arts standards 

require that students study works of art from various historical periods and diverse cultures. 

Thus, K-4 students will have multiple opportunities to study world history from different 

perspectives through a more integrated approach. The Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPIs) are 

grouped primarily in two grade clusters, grades 5 to 8 and grades 9 to 12. In order to study the 

periods of history in more depth, students in grades five through eight study the first four 

periods, from the development of human civilization in prehistory to the beginning of the post-

medieval world. 

 

Teachers should endeavor to address the following critical questions of historical study: 

 

Are there general lessons to be learned from history? 

How and why do societies change? 

What is civilization and how has it been defined? Why do civilizations decline and perish? 

Why is there political and social conflict? 

How does religion influence the development of individual societies as well as global processes? 

Are individuals as important as underlying structures in explaining change? 

How have social institutions and groups failed to function in a positive way when people have 

behaved in cruel or 

inhumane ways? 

How have people worked to combat instances of prejudice, cruelty, and discrimination? 
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Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators 

 

By the end of Grade 2, students will: 

 

Learn content and skills found in Standards 6.1 (Social Studies Skills) and 6.2 (Civics). 

 

Building upon the knowledge and skills gained in the preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 4, students will: 

 

Learn content and skills found in Standards 6.1 (Social Studies Skills) and 6.2 (Civics). 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in the preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 

6.3.8 A. The Birth of Civilization to 1000 BCE 

1. Describe the physical and cultural changes that shaped the earliest human communities as 

revealed through scientific methods, including: 

 . Early hominid development, including the development of language and writing; 

 . Migration and adaptation to new environments; 

 . Differences between wild and domestic plants and animals; 

 . Locations of agricultural settlements; and 

 . Differences between hunter/gatherer, fishing, and agrarian communities. 

2. Describe how environmental conditions impacted the development of different human 

communities (e.g., population centers, impact of the last Ice Age). 

3. Compare and contrast the economic, political, and environmental factors (e.g., climate, trade, 

geography) that led to the development of major ancient civilizations including Mesopotamia 

(e.g., Hammurabiôs Code), Egypt, the Indus Valley, the Yellow River, and Kush (Nubia). 

 

6.3.8 B. Early Human Societies to 500CE 

1. Explain the historical context, origins, beliefs, and moral teachings of the major world 

religions and philosophies, including: 

 The origins of Judaism and Christianity and the emergence of the Judeo-Christian 

tradition; 

 The influence of Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism on the formation of Chinese 

civilization; 

 Hinduism, the Aryan migrations, and the caste system in India; and 

 The influence of Buddhism in India. 

2. Describe the political framework of Athenian society and its influence on modern society, 

including: 

 . The influence of Athenian political ideals on public life; 

 . The importance of participatory government; 

 . The role of women in Athenian society, their rights under law, and possible reasons why 

democracy 

 was limited to males; and 

 . Athenian ideas and practices related to political freedom, national security, and justice. 
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3. Describe the social and political characteristics of the Greek city-states, including: 

 . Similarities and differences between Athenian democracy and Spartan military 

aristocracy; 

 . Location and political structure of the city-states; 

 . Hierarchical relationships in Greek societies; and 

 . Civic, economic, and social tasks performed by men and women of different classes. 

4. Describe the significant contributions of ancient Greece to Western Civilization, including: 

 . Characteristics of Classic Greek art and architecture and how they are reflected in 

modern art and architecture; 

 . Socratesô values and ideas; 

 . Philosophy, including Plato and Aristotle; 

 . Greek Drama, including Sophocles and Euripides; 

 . History, including Herodotus, Xenophon, and Thucydides; and 

 . Greek mythology. 

5. Discuss the cultural influences of Greece, Egypt, Persia, and India on Mediterranean cultures 

through assimilation, conquest, migration, and trade. 

6. Discuss the origins and social framework of Roman society, including: 

 . The geographic location of various ethnic groups on the Italian peninsula and their 

influence on 

 early Roman society; 

 . The legends of the founding of Rome and how they reflect the beliefs and values of its 

citizens; 

 and 

 . Daily life in Rome and Pompeii. 

7. Describe the political and social framework of Roman society, including: 

 . Political and social institutions of the Roman Republic and reasons for its 

transformation from 

 Republic to Empire; and 

 . The influence of key Roman leaders. 

8. Analyze how shifts in the political framework of Roman society impacted the expansion of the 

empire and how this expansion transformed Roman society, economy, and culture. 

9. Discuss the political events that may have contributed to the decline of the Roman Empire, 

including internal divisions, significant battles, invasions, and political changes. 

10. Describe the development of the Mayan civilization from agricultural community to an urban 

civilization, including the influence of the environment on agricultural methods, water 

utilization, and herding methods. 

11. Describe the significant features of Mayan civilization, including the locations of Mayan 

city-states, road systems and sea routes, the role and status of elite men and women in Mayan 

society and their portrayal in Mayan architecture, the role of religion and ceremonial games in 

Mayan culture, and the structure and purpose of the Mayan pyramids. 

 

6.3.8 C. Expanding Zones of Exchange and Interaction to 1400 CE 

1. Discuss how Western civilization arose from a synthesis of Christianity and classical Greco-

Roman civilization with the cultures of northern European peoples. 

2. Discuss the spread of Islam in Southwest Asia, the Mediterranean region, and Northern Africa 

and the influence of Islamic ideas and practices on other cultures and social behavior, including: 

 . The origin and development of Islamic law; 
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 . The significance of the Quran and the Five Pillars of Islam; 

 . The diverse religious, cultural, and geographic factors that influenced the ability of the 

Muslim 

 government to rule; 

 . The split into Sunni and Shiôite factions; and 

 . The importance of Muslim civilization in mediating long-distance commercial, cultural, 

intellectual, and food crop exchange across Eurasia and parts of Africa. 

3. Discuss the significance of the developing cultures of Asia, including the Golden Age in 

China and spread of Chinese civilization to Japan, Korea, and Southeast Asia and the rise of the 

Mongol Empire and its impact on the Kievan Rus. 

4. Analyze the rise of the West African Empires of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay and compare with 

changes in Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 

5. Analyze the relationships between Mesoamerican and Andean societies, including: 

 . The growth of urban societies and urban planning; 

 . Religions and rituals; 

 . Governing structure and economy; 

 . The construction of the Mesoamerican calendar; and 

 . Similarities in agriculture, societal structures, and artisan crafts. 

6. Explain the medieval origins of constitutional government in England (e.g., Edward I, Magna 

Carta, Model Parliament of 1295, Common Law). 

7. Discuss the evolution of significant political, economic, social and cultural institutions and 

events that shaped European medieval society, including Catholic and Byzantine churches, 

feudalism and manorialism, the Crusades, the rise of cities, and changing technology. 

 

6.3.8 D. The Age of Global Encounters (1400-1750) 

1. Discuss factors that contributed to oceanic travel and exploration in the 15th and 16th 

centuries, including technological innovations in ship building, navigation, naval warfare, 

navigational inventions such as the compass, and the impact of wind currents on the major trade 

routes. 

2. Describe the significant contributions of the Renaissance and Reformation to European 

society, including major achievements in literature, music, painting, sculpture, and architecture. 

3. Compare the social and political elements of Incan and Aztec societies, including the major 

aspects of government, the role of religion, daily life, economy, and social organization. 
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STANDARD 6.4 

United States and New Jersey History 

 
ALL STUDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATE KNOWLEDGE OF UNITED STATES AND NEW 

JERSEY HISTORY IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND LIFE AND EVENTS IN THE PAST 

AND HOW THEY RELATE TO THE PRESENT AND FUTURE. 

 

Descriptive statement:  

This standard introduces students in grades K-4 to the history of the United States and 

New Jersey through the study of family and community life. Through this study, students also 

become aware of many cultural traditions and heritages that contribute to the diversity of this 

country. As a foundation for further study in grades 5-8, students learn about important issues 

and personalities that have influenced the history of the state and the nation. Within the grades 5-

12 cluster, students study the following ten periods in New Jersey and American history: 

 .Many Worlds Meet (to 1620); 

 .Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763); 

 . Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820); 

 . Expansion and Reform (1801-1861); 

 . Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877); 

 . The Industrial Revolution (1870-1900); 

 . The Emergence of Modern America (1890-1930) 

 . The Great Depression and World War II (1929-1945); 

 . Postwar Years (1945-1970); and 

 . Contemporary America (1968-present). 

 

Within the ten broad eras, the indicators cover the political, social, cultural, diplomatic, 

scientific/technological, and military aspects of United States history. Throughout the teaching of 

these periods, teachers are encouraged to connect events being studied to similar occurrences at 

different times in history and to current events. In addition, the study of New Jersey history 

provides an excellent laboratory for teaching major themes in American history. New Jersey 

history, and the many historical sites located throughout the state, provides close-at-hand, 

immediate examples that make American history real to students. 

 

Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators 

 

By the end of Grade 2, students will:  

 

6.4.2 A. Family and Community Life 

1. Recognize change and continuity in their lives. 

2. Describe their family history through two generations. 

3. Compare family life today with long ago. 

4. Tell about their family heritage using stories, songs, and drawings. 
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6.4.2 B. State and Nation 

1. Recognize the names of major figures in American history, including George Washington, 

Abraham Lincoln, Sacajawea, Harriet Tubman, Susan B. Anthony, and Martin Luther King Jr. 

2. Discuss the contributions of important women, African Americans, and Native Americans to 

United States and New Jersey history. 

3. Explain the historical significance of major national holidays (e.g. Independence Day, Labor 

Day) and American symbols. 

4. Relate why important national buildings, statues, and monuments are associated with our 

national history. 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 4, students will: 

 

6.4.4 A. Family and Community Life 

1. Discuss how families long ago expressed and transmitted their beliefs and values through oral 

tradition, literature, songs, and celebrations. 

2. Compare family life in a community of the past to life in a community of the present. 

3. Discuss the reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to America 

and New Jersey and describe the problems they encountered. 

4. Discuss the history of their community, including the origins of its name, groups and 

individuals who lived there, and access to important places and buildings in the community. 

5. Explain that Americans have come from different parts of the world and have a common 

American heritage, in addition to the heritage of the countries of origin. 

6. Describe situations in which people from diverse backgrounds work together to solve common 

problems. 

 

6.4.4 B. State and Nation 

1. Compare the major early culture of the Lenape that existed in the region that became New 

Jersey prior to contact with the Europeans. 

2. Discuss the reasons why revolutionary leaders, including George Washington, Thomas 

Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and Governor William Livingston fought for independence from 

England. 

3. Discuss New Jerseyôs role during the American Revolution. 

4. Identify major documents and symbols in New Jersey and American history, including the 

Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, the New 

Jersey State Seal, and Martin Luther King Jr.ôs ñI Have a Dreamò speech. 

5. Identify and discuss major scientific discoveries and inventions, the scientists and inventors 

who developed them (e.g., Thomas Edison), and their impact on life today. 

6. Discuss the experiences of immigrants who came to the United States and New Jersey, 

including reasons for immigrating, experiences at Ellis Island, and working and living conditions 

in America. 

7. Describe the population shift from the farm to the city in New Jersey. 

8. Discuss the value of the American national heritage including: 

 . Diverse folklore and cultural contributions from New Jersey and other regions in the 

United States; 

 . History and values celebrated in American songs, symbols, slogans, and major holidays; 

and 
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 . Historical preservation of primary documents, buildings, places of memory, and 

significant artifacts. 

  

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 

6.4.8 A. Family and Community Life 

Reinforce indicators from previous grade levels. 

 

6.4.8 B. State and Nation 

Reinforce indicators from previous grade levels. 

 

6.4.8 C. Many Worlds Meet (to 1620) 

1. Discuss factors that stimulated European overseas explorations between the 15th and 17th 

centuries and the impact of that exploration on the modern world. 

2. Trace the major land and water routes of the explorers. 

3. Compare the political, social, economic, and religious systems of Africans, Europeans, and 

Native Americans who converged in the western hemisphere after 1492 (e.g., civic values, 

population levels, family structure, communication, use of natural resources). 

4. Discuss the characteristics of the Spanish and Portuguese exploration and conquest of the 

Americas, including Spanish interaction with the Incan and Aztec empires, expeditions in the 

American Southwest, and the social composition of early settlers and their motives for 

exploration and conquest. 

5. Describe the migration of the ancestors of the Lenape Indians and their culture at the time of 

first contact with Europeans. 

6. Compare and contrast historic Native American groups of the West, Southwest, Northwest, 

Arctic and sub-Arctic, Great Plains, and Eastern Woodland regions at the beginning of European 

exploration. 

7. Analyze the cultures and interactions of peoples in the Americas, Western Europe, and Africa 

after 1450 including the transatlantic slave trade. 

8. Discuss how millions of Africans, brought against their will from Central Africa to the 

Americas, including Brazil, Caribbean nations, North America and other destinations, retained 

their humanity, their families, and their cultures during enslavement. 

 

6.4.8 D. Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) 

1. Analyze the political, social, and cultural characteristics of the English colonies. 

2. Describe the political, religious, social, and economic institutions that emerged in Colonial 

America, including New Netherland and colonial New Jersey. 

3. Explain the differences in colonization of the Americas by England, the Netherlands, France, 

and Spain, including governance, relation to the mother countries, and interactions with other 

colonies and Native Americans. 

4. Examine the interactions between Native Americans and European settlers, such as 

agriculture, trade, cultural exchanges, and military alliances and conflicts. 

5. Describe Native American resistance to colonization, including the Cherokee War against the 

English, the French and Indian War, and King Georgeôs War. 

6. Identify factors that account for the establishment of African slavery in the Americas. 

7. Discuss Spanish exploration, settlement, and missions in the American Southwest. 
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6.4.8 E. Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820) 

1. Discuss the background and major issues of the American Revolution, including the political 

and economic causes and consequences of the revolution. 

2. Discuss the major events (e.g. Boston Tea Party, Battle of Trenton) and personalities (e.g., 

George Washington, John Adams, John Witherspoon, William Franklin, Benjamin Franklin, 

Thomas Jefferson) of the American Revolution. 

3. Identify major British and American leaders and describe their roles in key events, such as the 

First and Second Continental Congresses, drafting and approving the Declaration of 

Independence (1776), the publication of ñCommon Sense,ò and major battles of the 

Revolutionary War. 

4. Explain New Jerseyôs critical role in the American Revolution, including major battles, the 

involvement of women and African Americans, and the origins of the movement to abolish 

slavery. 

5. Discuss the political and philosophical origins of the United States Constitution and its 

implementation in the 1790s. 

6. Describe and map American territorial expansions and the settlement of the frontier during 

this period. 

7. Analyze the causes and consequences of continuing conflict between Native American tribes 

and colonists (e.g., Tecumsehôs rebellion). 

8. Discuss the background and major issues of the War of 1812 (e.g., sectional issues, role of 

Native Americans). 

 

6.4.8 F. Expansion and Reform (1801-1861) 

1. Describe the political, economic, and social changes in New Jersey and American society 

preceding the Civil War, including the early stages of industrialization, the growth of cities, and 

the political, legal, and social controversies surrounding the expansion of slavery. 

2. Discuss American cultural, religious, and social reform movements in the antebellum period 

(e.g., abolitionists, the Second Great Awakening, the origins of the labor and womenôs 

movements).  

3. Explain the concept of the Manifest Destiny and its relationship to the westward movement of 

settlers and territorial expansion, including the purchase of Florida (1819), the annexation of 

Texas (1845), the acquisition of the Oregon Territory (1846), and territorial acquisition resulting 

from the Mexican War (1846-1848). 

4. Explain the characteristics of political and social reform movements in the antebellum period 

in New Jersey, including the 1844 State Constitution, the temperance movement, the abolition 

movement, and the womenôs rights movement. 

5. Explain the importance of internal improvements on the transformation of New Jerseyôs 

economy through New Jerseyôs two canals and the Camden and Amboy Railroad. 

6. Discuss the economic history of New Jersey, including growth of major industries and 

businesses, the lives of factory workers, and occupations of working people. 

7. Compare political interests and views regarding the War of 1812 (e.g., US responses to 

shipping harassment, interests of Native Americans and white settlers in the Northwest 

Territory). 

8. Discuss sectional compromises associated with westward expansion of slavery, such as the 

Missouri Compromise (1820) and the continued resistance to slavery by African Americans 

(e.g., Amistad Revolt). 
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9. Describe and map the continuing territorial expansion and settlement of the frontier, including 

the acquisition of new territories and conflicts with Native Americans, the Louisiana Purchase, 

the Lewis and Clark expedition, and the California gold rush. 

10. Explain how state and federal policies influenced various Native American tribes (e.g., 

homeland vs. resettlement, Black Hawk War, Trail of Tears). 

11. Understand the institution of slavery in the United States, resistance to it, and New Jerseyôs 

role in the Underground Railroad. 

 

6.4.8 G. Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877) 

1. Explain the major events, issues, and personalities of the American Civil War including: 

 . The causes of the Civil War (e.g., slavery, statesô rights); 

 . The course and conduct of the war (e.g., Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg); 

 . Sectionalism; 

 . The Dred Scott and other Supreme Court decisions; 

 . The role of women; 

 . The role of African Americans; 

 . The Gettysburg Address; 

 . The Emancipation Proclamation; and 

 . Juneteenth Independence Day. 

2. Analyze different points of view in regard to New Jerseyôs role in the Civil War, including 

abolitionist sentiment in New Jersey and New Jerseyôs vote in the elections of 1860 and 1864. 

3. Explain Reconstruction as a government action, how it worked, and its effects after the war. 

4. Discuss the impact of retaliatory state laws and general Southern resistance to Reconstruction. 

5. Discuss the Dawes Act of 1887, how it attempted to assimilate Native Americans by 

converting tribal lands to individual ownership, and its impact on Native Americans. 
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STANDARD 6.5 

Economics 

 
ALL STUDENTS WILL ACQUIRE AN UNDERSTANDING OF KEY ECONOMIC PRINCIPLES. 

 

Descriptive Statement:  

Economics is the study of human behavior in relation to scarce resources. It is also about 

responsible citizenship. Effective economic decisions within the roles of consumer, producer, 

saver, and investor are more likely to be made if students understand economic concepts and 

their applications. The understanding of economic principles, concepts, and analytical tools is 

also essential for career development and financial success in the 21st century. Our students live 

in a world of increasing global interdependence. Students also need to understand that the 

economic decisions of institutions, governments, and individuals can have 

immediate and far-reaching impacts. Another goal of this standard is to provide students with the 

necessary economic knowledge and skills for a full understanding of political, social, and 

historical events. These events are often incompletely or inadequately understood without a firm 

grasp of their economic components. For example, no modern election is without economic 

aspects and, in fact, economic issues have dominated many recent elections. Therefore, 

it is essential that New Jerseyôs schools provide all students with a strong foundation in the social 

science of economics. 

This standard addresses two strands across grades K-12: 

A. Economic Literacy 

B. Economics and Society 

 

Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators 

 

By the end of Grade 2, students will: 

 

6.5.2 A. Economic Literacy 

1. Identify the basic goods and services a family needs for everyday life. 

2. Explain how the products individuals eat, wear, and use impact their health and safety and the 

environment. 

3. Identify various forms of currency (e.g., penny, nickel, quarter, dollar). 

4. Explain what it means to ñsaveò money. 

 

6.5.2 B. Economics and Society 

1. Identify various jobs and explain how workers in these jobs receive income for their work. 
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Building upon the knowledge and skills gained in the preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 4, students will: 

 

6.5.4 A. Economic Literacy 

1. Distinguish between goods (e.g., objects) and services (e.g., activities). 

2. Distinguish between a want and a need and explain how to choose needed goods and services. 

3. Explain the three functions of money in the economy. 

 . Medium of exchange (e.g., buying) 

 . Measure of value (e.g., price comparison) 

 . Store of value (e.g., saving) 

4. Discuss how natural, human, and capital resources are used to produce goods and to provide 

services. 

5. Explain that prices are the money value of goods and services and that prices change as a 

result of supply and demand. 

6. Define consumers as buyers and producers as workers and sellers. 

7. Explain that people can improve their ability to earn income by gaining new knowledge, skills, 

and experiences. 

8. Describe how to earn and save money in order to purchase a needed or desired item. 

 

6.5.4 B. Economics and Society 

1. Explain that some essential goods and services are provided by the government, such as roads, 

schools, parks, police, and fire protection. 

2. Describe products and services that are developed, manufactured, or grown in New Jersey. 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 

6.5.8 A. Economic Literacy 

1. Discuss how needs and wants change as one ages and the impact of planning, spending and 

saving. 

2. Explain the law of supply and demand. 

3. Compare ways to save money, including checking and savings accounts, stocks and bonds, 

and the relationship between risk and return in investments. 

4. Describe the role credit plays in the economy and explain the difference in cost between cash 

and credit purchases. 

5. Discuss the economic growth of a nation in terms of increasing productivity, investment in 

physical capital, and investment in human capital. 

6. Describe how private industry acquires material and energy resources, provides jobs, raises 

financial capital, manages production processes, and markets goods and services that create 

wealth in order to meet consumer and industrial requirements. 

7. Discuss how innovation, entrepreneurship, competition, customer satisfaction, and continuous 

improvement in productivity are responsible for the rise in the standard of living in the United 

States and other countries with market economies. 

8. Compare and contrast the characteristics of the three basic economic systems: traditional or 

barter and trade, market capitalism, and command (e.g., communism). 

9. Explain what taxes are, how they are collected, and how tax dollars are used by local, state, 

and national governments to provide goods and services. 
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6.5.8 B. Economics and Society 

1. Discuss how meeting the needs and wants of a growing world population impacts the 

environment and economic growth. 

2. Describe the many ways federal, state, and local governments raise funds to meet the need for 

public facilities and government services. 

3. Discuss how societies have been affected by industrialization and by different political and 

economic philosophies. 

4. Describe how inventions and innovations have improved standards of living over the course of 

history. 

5. Compare and contrast various careers, examining educational requirements and costs, salary 

and benefits, longevity, impact on society and the economy, and demand. 

6. Analyze and give examples of how business and industry influence the buying decisions of 

consumers through advertising. 

7. Discuss the need for ethical behavior in economic decisions and financial transactions. 
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STANDARD 6.6 

Geography 

 
ALL STUDENTS WILL APPLY UNDERSTANDING KNOWLEDGE OF 

SPATIAL RELATIONSHIPS AND OTHER GEOGRAPHIC SKILLS TO UNDERSTAND 

HUMAN BEHAVIOR IN RELATION TO THE PHYSICAL AND CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT. 

 

Descriptive Statement:  

The study of geography is based on the principle that thinking in and understanding spatial terms 

will enable students to understand the many relationships of place, people, and environments. By 

taking an active, questioning approach to the world around them, students learn to devise their  

own mental worldview. As students engage in critical thinking to interpret patterns in the 

evolution of significant historic events and the movement of human populations on the Earthôs 

surface, their understanding of geography, history, economics, and civics deepens. Furthermore, 

the use of geographic tools and technology assists students to understand the reasons for, and the 

economic, political and social consequences of, human impact on the environment in different 

areas of the world. 

 

This section is organized around five strands adapted from the National Geography Standards. 

A. The World in Spatial Terms 

B. Places and Regions 

C. Physical Systems 

D. Human Systems 

E. Environment and Society 

 

Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators 

 

By the end of Grade 2, students will: 

 

6.6.2 A. The World in Spatial Terms 

1. Explain the spatial concepts of location, distance and direction, including: 

 . The location of school, home, neighborhood, community, state, and country; 

 . The relative location of the community and places within it; and 

 . The location of continents and oceans. 

2. Explain that the globe is a model of the Earth and maps are representations of local and distant 

places. 

3. Demonstrate basic globe and map skills. 

 

6.6.2 B. Places and Regions 

1. Describe the physical features of places and regions as on a simple scale. 

2. Describe the physical and human characteristics of places. 

 

6.6.2 C. Physical Systems 

1. Recognize that the relationship of the Earth to the sun affects weather conditions, climate, and 

seasons. 
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6.6.2 D. Human Systems 

1. Identify the types of transportation used to move goods and people and people 

2. Identify the modes of communication used to transmit ideas. 

 

6.6.2 E. Environment and Society 

1. Describe the role of resources such as air, land, water, and plants in everyday life. 

2. Describe the impact of weather on everyday life. 

3. Act on small-scale, personalized environmental issues such as littering and recycling, and 

explain why such actions are important. 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 4, students will: 

 

6.6.4 A. The World in Spatial Terms 

1. Use physical and political maps to identify locations and spatial relationships of places within 

local and nearby communities. 

2. Describe and demonstrate different ways to measure distance (e.g., miles, kilometers, time). 

3. Estimate distances between two places on a map using a scale of miles. 

4. Identify the major cities of New Jersey, the United States, and the world. 

5. Identify the major countries, continents, bodies of water, and mountain ranges of the world. 

6. Locate time zones, latitude, longitude, and the global grid. 

 

6.6.4 B. Places and Regions 

1. Identify the physical and human characteristics of places and regions in New Jersey and the 

United States (e.g., landforms, climate, vegetation, housing). 

2. Explain changes in places and regions over time and the consequences of those changes. 

3. Describe the geography of New Jersey. 

4. Discuss factors involved in the development of cities (e.g., transportation, food, marketplace, 

religion, military protection). 

 

6.6.4 C. Physical Systems 

1. Describe the basic components of the Earthôs physical systems, including landforms, water, 

erosion, weather, and climate and discuss their impact on human development. 

 

6.6.4 D. Human Systems 

1. Describe the development of transportation and communication networks in New Jersey and 

the United States. 

2. Identify the distribution and characteristics of populations for different regions of New Jersey 

and the United States. 

 

6.6.4 E. Environment and Society 

1. Differentiate between living and non-living natural resources. 

2. Explain the nature, characteristics, and distribution of renewable and non-renewable resources. 
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Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 

6.6.8 A. The World in Spatial Terms 

1. Distinguish among the distinct characteristics of maps, globes, graphs, charts, diagrams, and 

other geographical representations, and the utility of each in solving problems. 

2. Translate maps into appropriate spatial graphics to display geographical information. 

3. Explain the spatial concepts of relative and absolute location and distance. 

4. Estimate distances between two places on a map using a scale of miles, and use cardinal and 

intermediate directions when referring to a relative location. 

5. Use geographic tools and technologies to pose and answer questions about spatial distributions 

and patterns on Earth. 

6. Distinguish among the major map types, including physical, political, topographic, and 

demographic. 

7. Explain the distribution of major human and physical features at country and global scales. 

8. Use thematic maps to describe places (e.g., patterns of population, diseases, rainfall). 

9. Describe and distinguish among the various map projections, including size, shape, distance, 

and direction. 

10. Describe location technologies, such as Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Global 

Positioning Systems (GPS). 

11. Describe the significance of the major cities of New Jersey, the United States, and the world. 

 

6.6.8 B. Places and Regions 

1. Compare and contrast the physical and human characteristics of places in regions in New 

Jersey, the United States, and the world. 

2. Describe how regions change over time. 

3. Compare the natural characteristics used to define a region. 

4. Explain how regional systems are interconnected (e.g., watersheds, trade, transportation 

systems). 

5. Discuss how the geography of New Jersey impacts transportation, industry, and community 

development. 

6. Discuss the similarities and differences among rural, suburban, and urban communities. 

7. Describe the types of regions and the influence and effects of region labels including: 

 . Formal regions: school districts, states; 

 . Functional regions: marketing area of a newspaper, fan base of a sport team; and 

 . Perceptual regions: the Bible Belt, the Riviera in southern France. 

6.6.8 C. Physical Systems 

1. Describe the characteristics and spatial distribution of major Earth ecosystems. 

2. Discuss how ecosystems function locally and globally. 

3. Predict effects of physical processes and changes on the Earth. 

4. Discuss how the community and its environment function as an ecosystem. 

5. Describe how the physical environment affects life in different regions (e.g., population 

density, architecture, transportation systems, industry, building materials, land use, recreation). 

 

6.6.8 D. Human Systems 

1. Discuss how technology affects the ways in which people perceive and use places and regions. 

2. Analyze demographic characteristics to explain reasons for variations between populations. 

3. Compare and contrast the primary geographic causes for world trade. 
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4. Analyze the patterns of settlement in different urban regions of the world. 

5. Discuss how and why people cooperate, but also engage in conflict, to control the Earthôs 

surface. 

6. Compare the patterns and processes of past and present human migration. 

7. Explain and identify examples of global interdependence. 

8. Describe how physical and human characteristics of regions change over time. 

 

6.6.8 E. Environment and Society 

1. Discuss the environmental impacts or intended and unintended consequences of major 

technological changes (e.g., autos and fossil fuels, nuclear power and nuclear waste). 

2. Analyze the impact of various human activities and social policies on the natural environment 

and describe how humans have attempted to solve environmental problems through adaptation 

and modification. 

3. Compare and contrast conservation practices and alternatives for energy resources. 

4. Compare and contrast various ecosystems and describe their interrelationship and 

interdependence. 

5. Describe world, national, and local patterns of resource distribution and utilization, and 

discuss the political and social impact. 

6. Analyze the importance of natural and manufactured resources in New Jersey. 

7. Delineate and evaluate the issues involved with sprawl, open space, and smart growth in New 

Jersey. 
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New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for  

Technological Literacy 

INTRODUCTION  

The Vision  
Technology, any modification of the natural world designed by human beings to solve human 

problems, enhance human life, or extend human capability, was identified by the United States 

Department of Labor as an essential workplace competency in a 1992 report called the 

Secretaryôs Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS). SCANS stated that students 

should be able to select equipment and tools, apply technology to specific tasks, and maintain and 

troubleshoot equipment. The Department of Education recognized its importance by including 

technology in the original cross-content workplace readiness standards. In keeping with todayôs 

technological society, technological literacy has been further emphasized by its inclusion as a 

separate standards area which focuses on both computer and information literacy and technology 

education.  

Technology is evolving at an amazing rate, with both frequent advancements of existing 

technology and the creation of new technologies. All students must understand and be 

comfortable with the concepts and application of technology, not only in order to function in 

todayôs complex society, but also to become informed and productive adults of tomorrow.  

Computer and Information Literacy  
Computer and information literacy, which supports skills in information-gathering, information-

organizing, and problem solving, has become critical for every student whether college- or 

workplace-bound. Colleges and employers are now demanding that students and employees 

possess a broad range of computer and information literacy proficiencies. More and more retail 

purchasing is being done on-line every year, and all but the most menial of positions now require 

a significant understanding of computer and information literacy. To ensure that students are 

computer literate, a separate standard that defines rigorous, in-depth learning has been included. 

The computer and information literacy standard is designed to be integrated and applied in all of 

the content areas of the Core Curriculum Content Standards.  

 

Technology Education  
 

The technology education standard was developed to ensure the literacy needed by all students to 

succeed in a highly technological world. Business and industry has clearly stated the need for 

technological skills in the workplace of the 21st Century.  

This standard is based on the Standards for Technological Literacy (STL): Content for the Study of 

Technology (ITEA, 2000), developed as part of the National Science Foundation (NSF)/National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) funded by the Technology for All Americans (TfAA) 
project.  

A study by DeKlerk has found that students form negative attitudes about the technological 

world if there are no formal technological experiences during the early school years. This 

finding is a great concern to New Jersey business and industry. Other cognitive research 

suggests that "design-based learning" is important. Early studies with design and technology 

curriculum indicate that students who learn important technological concepts develop 

positive attitudes about technology, math, science and learning in general. For these reasons, 

an introduction to technology education, including engineering and technological design, is 

an essential component of a thorough and efficient K-12 education. 

 



87 
 

 

 

 

Standards and Strands  
There are two technological literacy standards, each of which has a number of lettered 

strands. The standards and strands include: 8.1 Computer and Information Literacy  

A. Basic Computer Tools and Skills  

Å Keyboarding  

Å Word processing  

Å Internet usage  

Å Spreadsheets  

Å Database concepts and usage  

Å Publications and presentations  

 

B. Application of Productivity Tools  

Å Social Aspects  

Å Information Access and Research  

Å Problem Solving  

 

8.2 Technology Education  
A. Nature and Impact of Technology  

B. Design Process and Impact Assessment  

C. Systems in the Designed World  

 

References  
American Library Association and Association for Educational Communications and Technology. 

(1998), Information literacy standards for student learning. Online: 

http://www.ala.org/aaslTemplate.cfm?Section=Information_Power&Template=/ContentManage

ment/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=19937 .  

Arizona Department of Education. (2000). Technology education standards. Online: 

http://ade.state.az.us/standards/technology . Technological Literacy  

International Society for Technology in Education. (1998). National educational technology 

standards for students. Eugene, OR: Author.  

International Society for Technology in Education. (2000). Standards for technological literacy 

(STL): Content for the Study of Technology. Online: www.iteawww.org .  

National Business Education Association. (2001). National standards for business education. Online: 

http://www.nbea.org/curriculum/bes.html .  
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STANDARD 8.1 (COMPUTER AND INFORMATION LITERACY )  

ALL STUDENTS WILL USE COMPUTER APPLICATIONS TO GATHER AND 

ORGANIZE INFORMATION AND TO SOLVE PROBLEMS.  

 

Descriptive Statement: Using computer applications and technology tools students will conduct 

research, solve problems, improve learning, achieve goals, and produce products and presentations in 

conjunction with standards in all content areas, including career education and consumer family, and 

life skills. They will also develop, locate, summarize, organize, synthesize, and evaluate information 

for lifelong learning.  

 

Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators  

 

By the end of Grade 4, students will:  

A. Basic Computer Skills and Tools  
1. Use basic technology vocabulary.  

2. Use basic features of an operating system (e.g., accessing programs, identifying and selecting a 

printer, finding help).  

3. Input and access text and data, using appropriate keyboarding techniques or other input devices.  

4. Produce a simple finished document using word processing software.  

 

5. Produce and interpret a simple graph or chart by entering and editing data on a prepared 

spreadsheet template.  

6. Create and present a multimedia presentation using appropriate software.  

7. Create and maintain files and folders.  

8. Use a graphic organizer.  

9. Use basic computer icons.  

 

B. Application of Productivity Tools  
Social Aspects  

1. Discuss the common uses of computer applications and identify their advantages and 

disadvantages.  

2. Recognize and practice responsible social and ethical behaviors when using technology, and 

understand the consequences of inappropriate use including:  

Å Internet access  

Å Copyrighted materials  

Å On-line library resources  

Å Personal security and safety issues  

3. Practice appropriate Internet etiquette.  

4. Recognize the ethical and legal implications of plagiarism of copyrighted materials.  

Information Access and Research  

5. Recognize the need for accessing and using information.  

6. Identify and use web browsers, search engines, and directories to obtain information to solve  

real world problems.  

7. Locate specific information by searching a database.  

8. Recognize accuracy and/or bias of information.  

Problem Solving and Decision Making  
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9. Solve problems individually and/or collaboratively using computer applications.  

10. Identify basic hardware problems and solve simple problems.  

 

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 8, 

students will:  

 

A. Basic Computer Skills and Tools  
1. Use appropriate technology vocabulary.  

2. Use common features of an operating system (e.g., creating and organizing files and folders).  

3. Demonstrate effective input of text and data, using touch keyboarding with proper technique.  

4. Input and access data and text efficiently and accurately through proficient use of other input 

devices, such as the mouse.  

5. Create documents with advanced text-formatting and graphics using word processing.  

6. Create a file containing customized information by merging documents.  

7. Construct a simple spreadsheet, enter data, and interpret the information.  

8. Design and produce a basic multimedia project.  

9. Plan and create a simple database, define fields, input data, and produce a report using sort and 

query.  

10. Determine when technology tools are appropriate to solve a problem and make a decision. 
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STANDARD 8.2 (TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION)  

ALL STUDENTS WILL DEVELOP AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE NATURE AND 

IMPACT  OF TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, TECHNOLOGICAL DESIGN, AND 

THE DESIGNED WORLD AS THEY RELATE TO THE INDIVIDUAL, SOCIETY, AND 

THE ENVIRONMENT.  

 

Descriptive Statement: The following indicators are based on the Standards for Technological 

Literacy (STL, 2000) and support the National Academy of Engineeringôs (2002) call for students to 

gain technological literacy. Students will be expected to understand the various facets of technology 

and the design process. They will analyze and evaluate design options and then apply the design 

process to solve problems. A systems perspective is employed to emphasize the interconnectedness 

of all knowledge and the impact of technology and technological change. Students will be expected 

to use technology as it applies to physical systems, biological systems, and information and 

communication systems. The intent at the elementary and middle school levels is that all students 

develop technological literacy and are prepared for the option of further study in the field of 

technology education. At the elementary level, the foundation for technology education is found in 

the science standards, particularly standards 5.2 and 5.4.  

 

Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators  

 

By the end of Grade 4, students will:  

A. Nature and Impact of Technology  
Refer to Science Standards 5.2 and 5.4.  

B. Design Process and Impact Assessment  
Refer to Science Standards 5.2 and 5.4.  

C. Systems in the Designed World  
Refer to Science Standards 5.2 and 5.4.  

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in the preceding grades, by the end of Grade 8, 

students will:  

 

A. Nature and Impact of Technology  
1. Describe the nature of technology and the consequences of technological activity.  

2. Describe how components of a technological product, system, or environment interact.  

3. Describe how one technological innovation can be applied to solve another human problem that 

enhances human life or extends human capability.  

4. Describe how technological activity has an affect on economic development, political actions, and 

cultural change.  

5. Explain the cultural and societal effects resulting from the dramatic increases of knowledge and 

information available today.  

 

B. Design Process and Impact Assessment  
1. Demonstrate and explain how the design process is not linear.  

2. Use hands on activities to analyze products and systems to determine how the design process was 

applied to create the solution. 

3. Identify a technological problem and use the design process to create an appropriate solution.  

4. Describe how variations in resources can affect solutions to a technological problem.  

5. Select and safely use appropriate tools and materials in analyzing, designing, modeling or making 

a technological product, system or environment.  
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C. Systems in the Designed World  
1. Explain technological advances in medical, agricultural, energy and power, information and 

communication, transportation, manufacturing, and construction technologies.  

2. Explain reasons why human-designed systems, products, and environments need to be monitored, 

maintained, and improved to ensure safety, quality, cost efficiency, and sustainability.  

3. Explain the functions and interdependence of subsystems such as waste disposal, water 

purification, electrical, structural, safety, climatic control, and communication.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



92 
 

 

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards 

for  

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 

 
INTRODUCTION  

 

The Vision  
Rapid societal changes, including innovations in technology, information exchange, and 

communications, have increased the demand for internationally competitive workers and for an 

educational system designed to meet that demand. Todayôs students will be employed through much 

of the twenty-first century and will, therefore, need increasingly advanced levels of knowledge and 

skills. To obtain and retain high-wage employment that provides job satisfaction, they will also need 

to continue to learn throughout their lives. The career education and consumer, family, and life skills 

standards identify key career development and life skills that students must accomplish in order to 

achieve continuing success in various life roles related to continuing education, career development, 

and personal growth.  

Members of the business and industry communities have identified vital career and technical 

education skills. In 1992, the Secretaryôs Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS) 

identified productive use of resources, interpersonal skills, information, systems, and technology as 

essential workplace competencies. The SCANS foundation skills include basic skills, personal 

qualities, and the ability to identify and solve real problems, reason effectively, and apply critical 

thinking skills.  

To compete in this global, information-based economy, students must be able to identify and solve 

real problems, use appropriate tools, reason effectively, and apply critical thinking skills. The career 

and technical education and consumer, family, and life skills standards identify key career education 

and consumer, family, and life skills which can also enhance personal behavior and professional 

conduct in life and careers. In addition to the SCANS report, the National Career Development 

Guidelines and National Standards for School Counseling Programs were used as resources. 

Educators may find these national standards as well as the national standards documents in other 

areas very useful resources.  

 

Career and Technical Education  
The career and technical arts standards at the elementary and middle school levels are designed to 

prepare students for further study at the high school level in career and technical education, formerly 

known as practical arts. These courses typically include business education, family and consumer 

sciences, and other courses related to career education and consumer, family, and life skills. In early 

elementary grades, career and technical education is designed to be integrated with other core 

content. At the middle and junior high school levels, the standard may be integrated or taught 

through rotational programs as students work on interdisciplinary projects that develop employability 

and academic skills. At the high school level, career and technical education programs establish 

necessary pathways for entering the world of work as well as continuing education, such as college, 

post-secondary vocational-technical education, specialized Career Education and Consumer, Family, 

and Life Skills  

certification and/or registered apprenticeships. They also support lifelong learning. These essential 

elements include preparation for post-secondary pursuits as well as providing an essential foundation 

in everyday living skills. In essence, career and technical education is the application of life, 

academic, and occupational skills demonstrated by student-centered experiences in courses related to 

the sixteen States. Career Clusters supported by state vocational technical directors from across the 
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country. Career and technical education provides a variety of learning experiences to meet the needs 

of students having multiple learning styles. 

Students interested in more intensive study at the high school level in one of the career clusters may 

participate in a vocational-technical education program as defined in N.J.A.C. 6A:19, Vocational 

Technical Education Programs and Standards. The career clusters include: agriculture, food, and 

natural resources; architecture and construction; arts, audio/video technology and communications; 

business, management, and administration; education and training; finance; government and public 

administration; health science; hospitality and tourism; human services; information technology; law, 

public safety and security; manufacturing; marketing, sales and service; science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics; and transportation, distribution, and logistics. A number of vocational 

student organizations have been created to enhance and support career development. They include:  

Å DECA/DEX/Distributive Education Clubs of America/Delta Epsilon Chi (marketing education);  

Å FBLA-PLB/Future Business Leaders of America-Hi Beta Lambda (business/technology education);  

Å FCCLA/ Family, Career, and Community Leaders of American (family and consumer sciences);  

Å FFA (agri-business education);  

Å HOSA /Health Occupations Students of America (trade and industrial education);  

Å TSA/Technology Student Association(technology education); and  

Å SKILLSUSA/VICA Vocational Trade and Industrial Student Organization.  

Career and technical education programs enable students to:  

Å Describe and integrate basic skills, thinking skills, and personal qualities, as defined by the SCANS 

Report;  

Å Address self-knowledge, career planning, and employability skills utilizing technology, 

information, and other resources;  

Å Enhance academic achievement and motivation for learning;  

Å Explore career education and planning;  

Å Acquire necessary employability and interpersonal workplace skills; and  

Å Pursue specific courses and programs designed to lead to employment or post-secondary options in 

occupations included within the sixteen States. Career Clusters.  

All students need to develop consumer, family, and life skills necessary to be a functioning member 

of society. All students will develop original thoughts and ideas, think creatively, develop habits of 

inquiry, and take intellectual and performance risks. They will recognize problems, devise a variety 

of ways to solve these problems, analyze the potential advantages and disadvantages of each 

alternative, and evaluate the effectiveness of the method ultimately selected. Students will work 

collaboratively with a variety of groups and demonstrate trustworthiness, responsibility, respect, 

fairness, caring, and citizenship. Students will apply the principles of resource management and skills 

that promote personal and professional well-being. They will also be expected to understand the 

components of financial education and make economic choices. 
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Standards and Strands  
 

There are two career education and consumer, family, and life skills standards, each of which has a 

number of lettered strands. The standards and strands include:  

9.1 Career and Technical Education  
A. Career Awareness and Planning  

B. Employability Skills  

 

9.2 Consumer, Family, and Life Skills  
A. Critical Thinking  

B. Self-Management  

C. Interpersonal Communication  

D. Character Development and Ethics  

E. Consumer and Personal Finance  

F. Safety  
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STANDARD 9.1 (CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION)  

ALL STUDENTS WILL DEVELOP CAREER AWARENESS AND PLANNING, 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS, AND FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY 

FOR SUCCESS IN THE WORKPLACE. 

 

Descriptive Statement: All students will explore career opportunities and make informed choices 

based on aptitudes and interests. Students will identify and pursue career goals, apply 

communications skills in work-relevant situations, demonstrate the ability to combine ideas or 

information in new ways, make connections between unrelated ideas, organize and present 

information, and allocate financial and other resources efficiently and effectively. Students will 

identify and use various print and non-print resources in the home, school, and community to seek 

and plan for employment. They will be able to use the job application process, including resumes, 

forms, and interviews.  

Career and technical education, formerly called practical arts, is the application of life, academic, and 

occupational skills demonstrated by student-centered experiences in courses related to the sixteen 

States. Career Clusters. The intent at the elementary and middle school levels is to prepare all 

students for the option of further study in career and technical education at the high school level. 

These courses typically include business education, family and consumer sciences, and other courses 

related to careers and life skills. Career and technical education programs establish necessary 

pathways for secondary vocational-technical education programs, entering the world of work, 

continuing education (such as college, post secondary vocational-technical education, specialized 

certification and/or registered apprenticeships), and lifelong learning.  

Those students electing courses in career and technical education should demonstrate both teamwork 

and problem-solving skills through a structured learning experience. This could consist of an 

experiential, supervised educational activity designed to provide students with exposure to the 

requirements and responsibilities of specific job titles or job groupings, and to assist them in gaining 

employment skills and making career and educational choices. The experience may be either paid or 

unpaid, depending on the type of activities in which the student is involved. Examples include, but 

are not limited to: apprenticeships, community service, cooperative education, internships, job 

shadowing, school-based experiences, vocational student organizations, paid employment, and 

volunteer activities. Structured learning experiences must meet all state and federal child labor laws 

and regulations.  

 

Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators  

 

By the end of Grade 4, students will:  

A. Career Awareness and Planning  
1. Describe various life roles and work-related activities in the home, community, and school.  

2. Identify abilities and skills associated with various careers.  

3. Identify reasons people work and how work habits impact the quality of one.s work.  

 

B. Employability Skills  
1. Describe and demonstrate the importance of personal and interpersonal skills.  

2. Identify positive work habits and attitudes necessary for home, community, and school.  

3. Identify reasons for working as part of a team. 
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Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 8, 

students will:  

 

A. Career Awareness and Planning  
1. Demonstrate the ability to distinguish between job, occupation, and career.  

2. Outline the steps in the career planning process.  

3. Apply research skills to career exploration.  

4. Analyze personal interests, abilities, and skills through various measures including self 

assessments.  

5. Explore careers using hands-on real life experiences within the sixteen States. Career Clusters.  

6. Develop an individual career plan and include in a portfolio.  

7. Plan and conduct a cooperative project that addresses one of the problems faced by the school 

and/or community.  

B. Employability Skills  
1. Research local and state employment opportunities.  

2. Develop an employment package that includes a job application, letter of interest, and resume.  

3. Demonstrate job-seeking skills.  

4. Describe and demonstrate appropriate work habits and interpersonal skills needed to obtain and 

retain employment.  

5. Compare and contrast possible choices based on identified/perceived strengths, goals, and 

interests.  

6. Identify and develop skills that are transferable from one occupation to another. 
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STANDARD 9.2 (CONSUMER, FAMILY, AND LIFE SKILLS)  

ALL STUDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATE CRITICAL LIFE SKILLS IN ORDER TO BE 

FUNCTIONAL MEMBERS OF SOCIETY.  

 

Descriptive Statement: All students need to develop consumer, family, and life skills necessary to be 

functioning members of society. All students will develop original thoughts and ideas, think 

creatively, develop habits of inquiry, and take intellectual and performance risks. They will recognize 

problems, devise a variety of ways to solve these problems, analyze the potential advantages and 

disadvantages of each alternative, and evaluate the effectiveness of the method ultimately selected. 

Students will understand the components of financial education and make economic choices. 

Students will demonstrate self-awareness and the ability to respond constructively to criticism and 

potential conflict. In addition, students will work collaboratively with a variety of groups and 

demonstrate the essential components of character development and ethics, including 

trustworthiness, responsibility, respect, fairness, caring, and citizenship. Students apply principles of 

resource management and skills that promote personal and professional well-being. Wellness, 

nutrition, child development, and human relationships are an important part of consumer, family, and 

life skills. However, wellness, nutrition, and human relationship cumulative progress indicators are 

not listed here as it would duplicate those in Comprehensive Health and Physical Education 

Standards.  

 

Strands and Cumulative Progress Indicators  

By the end of Grade 4, students will:  

A. Critical Thinking  
1. Recognize and define a problem.  

2. Plan and follow steps to make choices and decisions.  

3. Identify and access print and non-print resources that can be used to help solve problems.  

4. Demonstrate brainstorming skills.  

B. Self-Management  
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between personal behavior and self-image.  

2. Recognize and build upon personal strengths.  

3. Accept criticism and respond constructively.  

4. Recognize personal likes and dislikes.  

5. Demonstrate steps to deal with stress and conflict.  

C. Interpersonal Communication  
1. Develop positive social skills to interact with others.  

2. Select and use language appropriate to the situation.  

3. Develop skills for accepting self and others through awareness of different cultures, lifestyles, and 

attitudes.  

4. Practice steps for effective conflict resolution.  

5. Work cooperatively with others to accomplish a task.  

D. Character Development and Ethics  
1. Demonstrate character traits that are important in day-to-day activities in the home, school, and 

community such as trust, responsibility, respect, fairness, caring, and citizenship.  

2. Conduct a cooperative activity or project that addresses a character trait.  

3. Identify ethical behaviors in the home, school, and community.  

4. Explain a personôs responsibility to obey the laws and rules. 

E. Consumer and Personal Finance  
1. Demonstrate a basic understanding of the value of money.  

2. Identify various sources of money for personal spending.  
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3. Explore the relationship among wants, needs, and resources.  

4. Understand that prices of goods and services can be compared to make decisions about purchases.  

5. Explain how people can improve their ability to earn income by gaining new knowledge, skills, 

and experiences.  

6. Describe how to earn and save money in order to purchase a desired item.  

F. Safety  
1. Identify common hazards associated with home, school, and community.  

2. Explain how common hazards can be eliminated in the home, school, and community.  

3. Describe and demonstrate the safe use of tools and equipment used at home and at school.  

 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, by the end of Grade 8, 

students will:  

 

A. Critical Thinking  
1. Communicate, analyze data, apply technology, and problem solve.  

2. Describe how personal beliefs and attitudes affect decision-making.  

3. Identify and assess problems that interfere with attaining goals.  

4. Recognize bias, vested interest, stereotyping, and the manipulation and misuse of information.  

5. Practice goal setting and decision-making in areas relative to life skills.  

B. Self-Management  
1. Develop and implement a personal growth plan that includes short- and long-term goals to 

enhance development.  

2. Demonstrate responsibility for personal actions and contributions to group activities.  

3. Explain the need for, and advantages of, lifelong learning.  

C. Interpersonal Communication  
1. Demonstrate respect and flexibility in interpersonal and group situations.  

2. Organize thoughts to reflect logical thinking and speaking.  

3. Work cooperatively with others to solve a problem.  

4. Demonstrate appropriate social skills within group activities.  

5. Practice the skills necessary to avoid physical and verbal confrontation in individual and group 

settings.  

6. Participate as a member of a team and contribute to group effort.  

D. Character Development and Ethics  
1. Explain and demonstrate how character and behavior affects and influences the actions of others in 

the home, school, and community.  

2. Describe and demonstrate appropriate character traits, social skills, and positive attitudes needed 

for the home, school, community, and workplace.  

3. List problems and their causes, effects, and solutions that are faced in the home, school, and/or 

community.  

4. Describe how personal ethics influence decision making. 

E. Consumer and Personal Finance Skills  
1. Identify and demonstrate personal finance skills in checkbook maintenance and investing.  

2. Construct a simple personal savings/spending plan.  

3. Understand that people make financial choices that have costs, benefits, and consequences.  

4. Explain the difference in cost between cash and credit purchases.  

5. Compare prices of similar items from different sellers.  

F. Safety  
1. Demonstrate appropriate safety procedures for hands-on experiences.  

2. Demonstrate the use of recommended safety and protective devices.  

3. Describe appropriate response procedures for emergency situations.  


